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IR 307 IR of Arab States (Fall 2025) 

 
 

Basic Course Information 
 
Course Prefix/Number: IR 307 
Course Title: IR of Arab States 
Core/Elective Course: Concentration/ Elective 
Class Meeting Times: MW 12:30pm-1:45pm 
Instructional Modality: Onsite (Online if needed) 
Class Location: A 206, Zoom via Moodle if needed 

Instructor: Dr. Shareefa Al-Adwani 
Office Location: A 315 
Office Phone: 3775 
Email: sadwani@auk.edu.kw  
Office Hours: U 11am – 1pm 
                        MW 8am-10:30am 
Semester: Fall 2025 

 
AUK Mission Statement: 
 

The American University of Kuwait is a liberal arts institution dedicated to teaching, learning, and scholarship. The 
University offers programs that provide students with the knowledge and skills necessary for lifelong learning and 
professional success. AUK enriches society by fostering an environment that encourages critical thinking, effective 
communication, personal growth, service, and leadership. 
 
College Mission Statement:  
 

The College of Arts and Sciences (CAS) is committed to cultivating lifelong learning that empowers students to 
pursue technical competency in professional fields, self-awareness, a sense of civic and moral responsibility, and a 
breadth of vision in the tradition of liberal arts education. The College offers quality undergraduate programs 
leading to a bachelor’s degree. 
 
Department Mission Statement:  
 

The Department of International Relations at AUK offers undergraduate students a course of study that focuses on 
diplomacy, conflict resolution, history, international law, and political economy. The curriculum is interdisciplinary 
in approach and is designed to provide students with theoretical knowledge and practical skills. The program aims 

mailto:sadwani@auk.edu.kw
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to serve the University’s liberal arts model of higher education by encouraging creativity, critical analysis, and 
research. Graduates are prepared to become civically responsible lifelong learners, role models, and leaders. 
 
Catalog Course Description:  
 

Historical and contemporary analysis of foreign policies of Arab states, as well as Intra-Arab state; Euro-Arab and 
East Asian-Arab states relations. Pre-requisites: IR 202; IR 210 (concurrent allowed). 
 
Course Description and Objectives 
 

The Middle East / North Africa region has been and continues to be a place of change, conflict, and complexity.  
This course will investigate the politics of the Middle East / North Africa under the modern state system: state 
behavior, relationships between states and leaders, challenges to the state and government, global influences, and 
internal politics.  The course will introduce students to a brief historical overview of modern Middle East / North 
African while analyzing the events through several lenses: post-colonialism, religion, nationalism, conflict, political 
economy, regional security, domestic authoritarianism, and revolutions.  We will also explore the ability of modern 
political science empirical work to explaining various trends found in the region.  Students will engage in both oral 
discussions and written assignments regarding the application of political science theories and analyses to the 
Middle East / North Africa (MENA) region. 
 
Program Learning Outcomes (PLOs):  
 

Upon completion of the AUK major in international relations, the student will be able to: 
1. Examine diverse theories and perspectives of international relations. 
2. Identify problems, issues, patterns, and questions relevant to the study of international politics. 
3. Apply research methods involved in the study of contemporary international relations. 
4. Assess both qualitative and quantitative data relevant to different political and economic systems and their 

institutional arrangements. 
5. Apply critical thinking and writing skills when analyzing political and economic problems, issues, and 

arguments in a variety of local, national, regional, and international contexts. 
6. Reconstruct concepts, models, and theories of international relations. 
7. Communicate decisions as leaders in the national, regional, and international arena. 

 
Course Learning Outcomes (CLOs):   
 

After taking this course, students should: 
1. Understand the basic history, issues, and main decision-
makers in the MENA region 
2. Engage with various political science concepts and 
theories to analyze political events in the MENA region 
3. Develop, discuss, and compose advanced arguments 
regarding the relationship of MENA states to the world, 
one another, and to their own people. 

 

CLOs Corresponding PLO 

CLO1 PLO 2  

CLO2 PLO 4 and PLO 5 and PLO 6 

CLO 3 PLO 5 and PLO 6 and PLO 7 
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Course Delivery/Methodology:  

For this course we will be meeting onsite.  In special circumstances, usually determined by the Registrar and / or 
AUK President and / or CAS Dean and/ or the instructor, we may meet on Zoom via the Moodle webpage or 
Zoom via email invite. 

 
All course material will be posted on Moodle, which can be accessed at https://lms.auk.edu.kw/.  All assignments 
(Conceptual Hypothesis Assignment, Measurable Hyp. and Data, Peer-Rev Summaries Assignment, Research 
Design) must be submitted through Moodle and given to the instructor in class as a hard copy.   
 
You will be completing the following evaluations for this course: participation/attendance, Conceptual Hypothesis 
Assignment, Measurable Hyp. And Data, Peer-Rev Summaries Assignment, Research Design, a test with a theme, a 
2-article Check, a Midterm, and a Final Exam. To successfully complete this course, you must complete readings 
ahead of time, follow directions carefully, participate in course discussions, etc. by the due dates and times, located 
on this syllabus and on Moodle.  
 

Required Textbook/Required Readings / Required Materials:** 
 

 

Cleveland, William L. and Martin Bunton. 2016. A History of the Modern Middle 
East. 6th Edition. Boulder, CO: Westview Press. Will be noted as CB in your 
syllabus.  AVAILABLE HERE: 
https://archive.org/details/historyofmodernm0000clev_l4x8  
 

Articles all located on Moodle. 
 

Generally keep up with the news. 
 

Have pens, pencils, a highlighter. 
 

Films or documentaries on international political issues selected by the instructor that 
might be viewed (to be announced). 
 
Microsoft Office products (Microsoft Word): Students can obtain Microsoft Office at: 
cloud.auk.edu.  
Then “Install Office” (top right).  Click the 1st option. Then run the executable file. 
 

**The instructor has the right to add, edit, or remove readings throughout the semester as the instructor sees fit. 
 
 

All readings should be completed before the class in which they are due to be read. 
 
 
Recommended/Supplemental Readings:  
Angrist, Michele Pener (Ed.). 2019. Politics and Society in the Contemporary Middle East. 3rd Edition. Boulder, CO: Lynne Rienner Publishers. 
Dawisha, Adeed. 2016. Arab Nationalism in the Twenty First Century: From Triumph to Despair. Revised Edition. Princeton, NJ: Princeton  

University Press. 
Gause, F. Gregory III.  2010. The International Relations of the Persian Gulf. UK: Cambridge University Press. 
Hinnebusch, Raymond and Anoushiravan Ehteshami (Eds.) 2014. The Foreign Policies of Middle East States. 2nd Ed. Boulder, CO: Lynne  

Rienner Publishers. 
Lynch, Marc. 2017. The New Arab Wars: Uprisings and Anarchy in the Middle East. NY: Public Affairs. 
Richards, Alan, John Waterbury, Melani Cammett, and Ishac Diwan. 2013. A Political Economy of the Middle East. 3rd Edition. Boulder, CO:  

Westview Press. 

Other recommended readings are available by request.   

https://lms.auk.edu.kw/
https://archive.org/details/historyofmodernm0000clev_l4x8
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Evaluations and Grading:  

 

Due Date Evaluation Type / Event Weight 
Link to 

CLO/PLO 

Everyday Participation / Attendance 10% (PLO 7) 

Mon 6 Oct TEST: Imperialism / Colonialism 10% 
CLO 1&2 
(PLO 2,4,5,6) 

Wed 15 Oct 
11:59pm 

Conceptual Hypothesis Assignment 
On Moodle only 

5% 
CLO 3 
(PLO 5,6,7) 

Wed 29 Oct MIDTERM  15% 
CLO 1&2 
(PLO 2,4,5,6) 

Wed 5 Nov, 12:30pm 
Measurable Hyp. And Data 
On Moodle & Hardcopy 

10% 
CLO 3 
(PLO 5,6,7) 

Wed 19 Nov, 12:30pm  
In-Class Meeting: 2 Article Check  
Hardcopy with highlights 

5% 
CLO 3 
(PLO 5,6,7) 

Wed 3 Dec, 12:30pm 
Peer-Rev Summaries Assn. 
On Moodle & Hardcopy 

15% 
CLO 2 
(PLO 4,5,6) 

Wed 7 Jan, 12:30pm 
Research Design 
On Moodle & Hardcopy 

10% 
CLO 3 
(PLO 5,6,7) 

TBA FINAL EXAM (in our normal classroom) 20% 
CLO 1&2 
(PLO 2,4,5,6) 

 Total 100%  

 
 
AUK Official Grading Scale:  
 

Letter 
Grade 

Percentage 
University 

Points 
(GPA) 

A 94-100 4.0 

A- 90-93 3.7 

B+ 87-89 3.3 

B 84-86 3.0 

B- 80-83 2.7 

C+ 77-79 2.3 

C 74-76 2.0 

C- 70-73 1.7 

D+ 67-69 1.3 

D 64-66 1.0 

D- 60-63 0.7 

F 0-59 0.0 

 

You are responsible for reading, understanding, and 
keeping up with this syllabus.  Lack of knowledge 
of an assessment, policy, etc., is not an excuse. 
 
When uploading your assignments into Moodle, 
always keep a back-up copy of ANYTHING saved 
on a Microsoft Word document. 
 
Do not trust Moodle’s calculation of grades.  It is likely 
incorrect. 
 
Moodle has trouble calculating zeros, extra credit, etc.   
 
Calculate the grades yourself – you know your grades, and 
you know the weights.  
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Note 
AUK provides Microsoft Office for free, for all students.  Google docs, pages, and other word processing tools are 
unacceptable, and items uploaded using these other word processing tools will follow the late penalty.  The 
instructor is not responsible for notifying the student regarding: corrupted files, incorrect assignments, or 
assignments turned in using other word processing tools.   
 
 
Participation / Attendance  
 
You are expected to have read the assignments before the day they are due.  Every class day, your contributions to 
the discussion will be given points, with a maximum of 2 points per class.  For this class, students must have 10 
points to achieve a perfect discussion score.  While all opinions and thoughts are welcome, please keep in mind that 
at any time, points may be taken off for comments that are disrespectful to other students or to the instructor. 
 
This score will also be affected by absences.  Please see the attendance policy. 
 
 
Test 
 
The in-person test is open-handwritten note ONLY.  Typed, photocopied, etc. notes are not allowed.  Articles, 
books, and the use of the internet are not allowed. 
 
Format: Tests will have 1 short-answer question, asking you about your opinion on some of the topics you learned 
about in the course. Take a clear position / make a clear stand for your belief.  In general, you should make sure you 
have at least 2 reasons (rationales) to support your position, and one of those reasons should be supported by one 
of your (cited) readings.  The other may be supported by examples or other reasonably scholarly sources. 
 
Here is a sample answer, about 7 sentences long: 
 
I believe X because of A and B.  This sentence explains the logic of A.  

Here is another sentence that explains the logic of A.  And a third 

sentence that explains the logic of A, and maybe uses an example to help 

the logic, but only if the logic was clear before the use of the example.  

This sentence explains the logic of B.  Here is another sentence that 

explains the logic of B with a citation (Hathaway 2002).  This sentence 

finishes the logic of B. 

 

 
The format above must be followed. 

 
Students that miss in-class tests for AUK-excused reasons may be offered an oral assessment at a later time instead.  
The oral assessment may have a different question or format.   
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Conceptual Hypothesis Assignment 
 
Prompt (Question):  Why is XYZ so prevalent in the Middle East? 
 
For this assignment, write the question above (filled out) and the answer in conceptual hypothesis format. 

 
________ ____ABC____   is associated with  __________   __ XYZ _____ 
An increase in       (concept)      an increase in       (concept) 
A decrease in       a decrease in 
The presence of       the presence of 
The lack of presence of      the lack of presence of 

 
 

Ex) DO NOT USE AUTHORITARIANISM OR THE OPPOSITE/RELATED in your Q and A: 

Why is authoritarianism so prevalent in the Middle East?  

An increase in oil revenues is associated with an increase in authoritarianism.   
 

Upload your Microsoft Word document. 
 
 
 

Measurable Hypothesis and Data Assignment 
 
This 2-page maximum Microsoft Word document, to be uploaded on Moodle, contains your title, your conceptual 
hypothesis, your measurable hypothesis (same format as conceptual hypothesis, but instead of writing the concept, 
you write the variable name that is indicative of the measure), and an explanation of each measurable variable’s 
measure (independent and dependent).   

• It is very rare that the conceptual variable is the same word/s as the measurable variable 

• Remember that your measurable variable is a (as) DIRECT measure (as possible) of your conceptual 
variable 

 
To “explain how a variable is measured,” is written, at the very least, explain the range of the measure (lowest to 
highest), what the low number indicates, and what the high number indicates.  You should also note the type of 
variable.  You may also need to explain its attributes and its duration. 
 
Your measure may well indeed be those of existing famous international relations variables on the internet.  If they 
are, you should also cite the dataset in APSA format.  Your explanation of measurable variables should be clear 
enough to replicate without mistakes.  For the font, use Times New Roman size 12, double-spaced, 1-inch 
margins.  Paginate. 
 
All students must have different measures for their dependent and independent variables.  If two students have the 
same measure for the DV/IV, the student who first “called / explained” the DV/IV and their approved measures 
will be written on a posted and updated Moodle sheet.  The first student will be graded normally, and the second 
will receive penalties, which may include the plagiarism and cheating penalties.  Keep an eye on this Moodle sheet, 
as it is updated often with approved measures.  Reserve your measure early. 
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Meeting: 2 Article Check (see Article Summaries Assignment below for more information) 
 
Come to class with: 

• A corrected printout of your “Measurable Hypothesis and Data Assignment.” 

• Your 2 scholarly peer-reviewed articles, also printed out 
o One article should use quantitative methods 

• The relevant (same as yours) DV highlighted in each article 
 
Article Summaries Assignment  
 
This 3-page maximum Microsoft Word document (Times New Roman size 12, double-spaced, 1-inch margins, 
paginated), is to be uploaded on Moodle.  It contains your title, your measurable hypothesis, and two summaries of 
the two scholarly, peer-reviewed, academic journal articles.   
 

For each source: Cite the source using APSA format 
(located here) and place the citation in bold font. 
 
Write and answer each of the following separately for each 
article below the corresponding citation: 

• How many times is this article cited? (number) 

• What is/are the topic/s of the article?  (one or two words) 

• What is/are the author’s main question/s? (one or two 
sentences) 

• What is/are the author’s main argument/s? (one or two 
sentences, best if in hypothesis format) 

• What method/s does the author use? (a few words – DO 
NOT say just “quantitative” or “qualitative”) 

• Was/ Were the author’s argument/s supported? (yes or 
no, if no, explain in 1 sentence why not) 

• How does this journal article help your paper? (one or two 
sentences re: the link to your hypothesis) 

  
 
The library can help you with this assignment. 
 
Midterm and Final Exam 
 
The Midterm and Final Exams will be in class and will be taken during the entire duration of the class/ allotted 
exam time. The exams are closed-book, closed-notes.  The format may be a mix of fill-in-the-blanks / similar, short 
answer, and short essay questions. Answers should be written in pen. No cell phones or smart devices are allowed 
to be used during the exam, even if it is just used to tell the time. Also, please do not talk during exams, as this may 
be understood to be cheating and you may be penalized with a lower grade or a zero on the exam, as per the 
instructor’s discretion. Aside from emergencies, once the exam has begun, there is no exiting the exam 
room until you are finished with the exam.  

 
Students that miss the midterm and / or final for AUK-excused reasons may be offered a different assessment at a 
later time instead.  The different assessment may have a different format / questions.   

https://mk0apsaconnectbvy6p6.kinstacdn.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/43/2020/07/Style-Manual-for-Political-Science-July-2020-Revision.pdf
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Research Design 
 
The research design is a 5-page maximum Microsoft Word document that contains many elements you have done 
before and some new elements.  Some of the older elements may require corrections – if corrections are not made 
so that the older elements are correct, more points will be lost than previously.   
 
Elements:   

• title,  

• research question,  

• research answer in measurable hypothesis format,  

• an explanation of the logic of the hypothesis that cites your two sources in an engaged manner,  

• an explanation of the measurement of the independent and dependent variables,  

• the unit of analysis,  

• the duration of the data,  

• the appropriate quantitative method selected based on your dependent variable type.  

• The final page should be a short bibliography of your [at least] 2 peer-reviewed academic journal sources 
(more if you are citing datasets) in APSA style. 

 
Do not use casual language, flowery prose, or generalities. Do not use long quotes.  For the font, use Times New 
Roman size 12, double-spaced, 1-inch margins.  Paginate. 
 

 
 
Policies  
 
 
Course Policy on General Responsibilities:  
 
You are responsible for all class material, both written and announced.  This includes being prepared for the course 
(appropriate and required software, hardware, texts, materials, etc.). If you have missed a class, I encourage you to 
get the notes from a classmate. The instructor is NOT responsible for providing notes or for summarizing 
the material from the missed class for the absent student.  Please show up to class, on time, and please be 
respectful to your fellow students. Please do not interfere with someone else’s learning (e.g., having your phone ring 
in class, talking out of turn, eating noisily, etc.). You are responsible for keeping track of your own attendance, 
grades, and calculating your own grades as they are provided along the session. All material in the class 
(lectures, exams, assignments, etc.) is the property of the instructor and should not be shared or published on the 
internet or any other forum without the instructor’s permission.  
 

For each hour of class, you should expect to work 2-3 hours outside of class. 
 
AUK Attendance Policy:  
 
Any student who misses more than 15% of class sessions of any course during a semester should expect to fail, 
unless s/he submits documented evidence to the course instructor of medical care (sick leave), death of an 
immediate family member (death certificate), academic instructional activities (permission from the dean of the 
relevant college), or national and approved athletic activities (permission from the dean of Student Affairs). If 



IR 307 IR of Arab States  
 

9 

 

excused, students are required to satisfy all coursework due or assigned during their absence as determined by the 
course instructor. If a student does not submit documented evidence for her/his absence exceeding the limit, it is 
the student’s responsibility to withdraw from the course by the specified deadline as indicated on the academic 
calendar. Students who withdraw from a course receive a grade of W. Students who do not withdraw from a course 
nor submit supporting documents for excessive absences will receive a grade of FN (failure for non-attendance). 
 
AUK’s attendance policy applies to eLearning: 

• All students whether on-campus or online are expected to be on time. 

• Students attending classes online are allowed tardiness for up to 5 minutes due to technical issues.  

• Students attending classes online must turn their cameras on at eye level, or risk being removed from the 
class session. 

 
Course Attendance Policy 
 
Show up to class and show up on time.  Attendance will be taken.  Please do not be late for class, as it is 
disruptive to the entire class as well as for the late student.  The instructor begins the class on time, at the exact 
precise time that the class begins (not a few seconds later, not one minute later).  In cases of extreme lateness (later 
than 15 minutes after the class begins), the student will not be counted as “present.”  This is also applicable to 
students leaving the class for more than 15 minutes.  In severe circumstances, however, this rule may be overturned 
at the instructor’s discretion. 
 
The attendance policy follows the Catalog.  Missing more than 15% of the class (missing more than 5 classes) may 
result in failure of the course if the student does not withdraw. You may miss up to 15% of the class – but 
remember, not showing up to class will affect your participation and/or attendance grade.  You do not need to 
inform the instructor of your reason for missing class unless your reason is one that is listed in the Catalog as 
excused.   
 
Missing class for the reasons listed in the Catalog (extreme and unforeseen circumstances: hospitalization, surgery, 
death in the family, etc.) should involve discussions with the instructor and the provision of relevant paperwork.  
The following are examples of relevant paperwork: 

1. Death certificate in the event of a death in the family 
2. Hospitalization papers indicating an overnight stay at the hospital 
3. Etc. 

You have until the end of the semester to provide these documents, but earlier provision is best. 
 
In general, points will be taken off the participation and/or attendance grade for: 

• More than 15% absences (usually more than 5 classes) 

• Excessive tardiness  
o More than 15 minutes late to class  
o Repeatedly coming to class at a later time than start time 

• Not being prepared  
o Did not read the material and is not ready to discuss the material 
o Does not have materials for class activities such as a pen or pencil, notebook, calculator, textbook, 

or laptop, etc. 
 
Students who do not withdraw from a course and/or students who do not submit supporting documents for 
excessive absences should expect to receive a grade of “FN” (failure for non-attendance).    
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AUK Code of Academic Honesty and Integrity:  
 
Upon admission to the American University of Kuwait, students agree to act responsibly in all areas of academic, 
personal and social conduct and to take full responsibility for their individual and collective action. Such regulations 
are found in the American University of Kuwait Catalogue, Student Handbook, and the AUK website at 
www.auk.edu.kw. Any question of interpretation regarding the Code of Academic Honesty and Integrity shall be 
reported to the appropriate academic dean.  The Code shall be reviewed annually at the discretion of the academic 
deans. Any student or student organization found to have committed the cited violations or misconduct, either on 
or off campus, is subject to the disciplinary sanctions outlined in adjudication procedures. 
 
Student Code of Conduct and Code of Academic Honesty and Integrity will be applied, in addition to the following 
specific to the hybrid model of education: 

• Video recording of class sessions (by instructors and/or students) is prohibited and is a violation of the 
university codes. 

• The privacy of the session is to be maintained (no other members of the household should be available 
during the sessions). 

• Professional physical appearance is expected during online classes. All participants in the online class should 
ensure proper attire and setting (blurred background can be used to accommodate settings). 

• Copyright as well as intellectual property rules and regulations apply. 

• MASKS are to be worn properly all the time when on campus grounds. Repeated violations of the MASK 
policy will result in removal from class and/or campus. 

 

Prohibition of Generative AI Usage 
 
Generative AI writing tools are strictly prohibited for any aspect of coursework in this class. Utilizing such tools 
constitutes a breach of academic integrity and contravenes AUK’s Academic Honesty and Integrity Policy. 

 
Course Policy on Cheating, Plagiarism, and Academic Dishonesty 
 
Cheating, plagiarism, and academic dishonesty are violations of AUK’s code of Academic Honesty and Integrity.1 
Cheating and/or plagiarism and/or academic dishonesty will not be tolerated and will be reported. The first 
violation will result in a “0” for the assignment (including extra credit).  The second violation will result in a “0” or 
“F” for the course.   
 
If a single assignment is found to be plagiarized, the instructor has the right to re-evaluate all previous items 
(assignments, projects, exams, etc.) and all later assignments for plagiarism.  It is possible that all previous 
assignments may be given another grade in light of the plagiarism.  It is possible that the IR Department Chair may 
be asked to sit in on the instructor’s meeting with the student. 
 

Some examples of academic dishonesty include: 

• The use of ChatGPT or any other generator for substantive language and / or citations 

• The use of a translator tool from Arabic to English 

• The use of a thesaurus for the use of a word/words that the student cannot define when asked. 

 
 
Please see below for more information from the AUK Catalog:  

 
1 The code is located here: http://www.auk.edu.kw/about_auk/code_academic_honesty_integrity11oct10.pdf 

http://www.auk.edu.kw/
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Direct except from: the 2024-2025 AUK Catalog, pp. 87 and 882  
 
VIOLATIONS OF ACADEMIC HONESTY AND INTEGRITY 
 
Academic Dishonesty: 
Including but not limited to the following: 
 

Cheating 
The term “cheating,” includes but is not limited to, copying homework assignments from another  student; working together with another individual 
on a take home test or homework when specifically prohibited from doing so by the Instructor, looking at and/or copying text, notes or another 
person’s paper during an examination when not permitted to do so. 
 

Cheating also includes the giving of work information to another student to be copied and/or used as his/her own. This includes but is not limited to 
giving someone answers to exam questions either when the exam is being given or after having taken an exam; informing another student of specific 
questions that appear or have appeared on an exam in the same academic semester; giving or selling a term paper, report, project or other restricted 
written materials to another student. Some forms of dishonesty are detailed below. 
 
Plagiarism 
The term “plagiarism” includes, but is not limited to, an attempt of an individual to claim the work of another as the product of his/her own 
thoughts, regardless of whether that work has been published. Plagiarism includes, but is not limited to, quoting improperly or paraphrasing text or 
other written materials without proper citation on an exam, term paper, homework, or other written material submitted to an Instructor as one’s own 
work. Plagiarism also includes handing in a paper to an Instructor that was purchased from a term paper service or downloaded from the Internet 
and presenting another person’s academic work as one’s own. 
 

Individual academic departments may provide additional examples in writing of what does and does not constitute plagiarism, provided that such 
examples do not conflict with the intent of this policy 
 
Violations of Copyrights 
International copyright laws must be observed by all students. Violations of copyright laws include making unauthorized use of printed materials, 
duplicating computer software, duplicating copyrighted materials, and reproducing audio-visual works.  Students found in the possession of materials 
violating international copyright laws will be referred in writing to the Chair of the appropriate discipline and to the appropriate Academic Dean. 
 
Dishonesty in Papers 
Papers submitted in courses must be the original work of the student with appropriate citations and references. Papers or other reports prepared by 
another person or purchased from another person or company and submitted as one’s own work is a violation of academic honesty. 
 
Work for One Course Submitted for Another 
Work submitted for one course may not be submitted for another. It is a violation of academic integrity to submit the same work in more than one 
course. The incorporation by students of past writing or research into current projects must be clearly indicated. 
 
Falsification of Data 
Deliberate falsification of data for coursework, research papers or projects and other academic activity is a violation of academic integrity. 
 
Inappropriate Collaboration 
Working and collaborating with a fellow student or others without acknowledging their assistance is a violation of academic integrity. 
 
Dishonesty During Exams 
This includes the use of unauthorized materials, receipt of information and/or answers from others during the examination, or the transferal of 
unauthorized materials, information or answers to another student. 
 
Adjudication of Academic Dishonesty and Integrity 
The University reserves the right of imposing on the violators of academic honesty disciplinary action ranging from a failing grade in the exam, paper 
or course to suspension or dismissal from the University. 

 

AUK Academic Support:  
 
Learning Support Services focuses on empowering students to become independent and successful learners by 
developing their literacy skills, enhancing their understanding, and helping them improve their academic and study 
skills. Learning Support Services is comprised of two centers: the Tutoring Center and the Writing Center. The 

 
2 https://www.auk.edu.kw/AUK/media/pdf/Catalog/2024-2025/2024-2025-AUK-Catalog-Full-3NOV2024.pdf  

https://www.auk.edu.kw/AUK/media/pdf/Catalog/2024-2025/2024-2025-AUK-Catalog-Full-3NOV2024.pdf
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Tutoring Center provides free academic support in various subjects to AUK student. Email: 
tutoringcenter@auk.edu.kw. 
 
The Writing Center provides multilingual support (English, Arabic, French, and Spanish) through individual or 
small-group consultations. Email: writingcenter@auk.edu.kw. 
 
AUK Disability Accommodations: 
 
AUK provides equal and inclusive educational environment in order to enable all students to meet and perform 
requisite academic standards and to participate in the opportunities and activities of its community. If you believe 
you can benefit from accommodations for a learning, physical, or mental health disability, click here to book a 
session through the Counseling Center/Disability Services Booking Page, to ask about disability services at AUK, 
initiate an accommodation plan, or receive disability services. You can also email counseling@auk.edu.kw if you 
need assistance in booking a session. 
 
Students who have special medical cases preventing them from physically attending classes are requested to submit 
a medical report certified by the Ministry of Health to the office of the registrar by email: registrar@auk.edu.kw. 
 
Please let me know as soon as possible and please provide the paperwork as soon as possible so that the 
accommodations are adequately provided and are appropriate for you, especially since accommodations are not 
applied retroactively. 

   
Course Late Papers / Assignments Policy:  
 
Papers / assignments turned in later than the start of class on the due dates will have to be emailed to me 
(sadwani@auk.edu.kw)  using Microsoft Word (not PDF unless it is a PPT presentation, not a link to Google docs, 
not Pages, etc.) as soon as possible in order to ensure the fewest points are taken off the paper’s / assignment’s 
grade. Corrupted files on Moodle and / or on email are not accepted – please make sure your paper is in the correct 
format when you email to me, otherwise, points will be taken off until you send the uncorrupted file.  The student is 
to check that their uploaded document is the appropriate document in the correct format as soon as the student 
turns in the item (do not wait for the instructor).  Papers will be penalized as per policy except in extreme and 
unforeseen circumstances such as hospitalization or death in the family and as determined by the instructor.3  
 
For each day the assignment / presentation is late, 10 points will be docked. For example, assignments/papers 
turned in the day the assignment is due but after class ends will have 10 points taken off.  Assignments turned in the 
next day will have 20 points off.  The pattern follows accordingly, with penalties accruing 10 points each additional 
day. 
 
Course Make-up Exams / Tests / Quizzes/ Assignments Policy 
 
If you have missed an exam/test due to unforeseen and extreme circumstances that have made it impossible for you 
to attend the exam / test (hospitalization, death in the family, etc.), please provide the paperwork as soon as 
possible providing evidence of the incapacitation to attend the exam/test. “As soon possible” means that there 
should be no delay, e.g., once you are released from the hospital, please contact the instructor discuss the situation 
and provide the documentation (e.g., an email with appropriate attachments). Once the documentation has been 

 
3 A broken printer, a frozen laptop, etc., are not an extreme and unforeseen circumstances. Save often, save in multiple places, and 
importantly, begin your essay early.  Being sick is not an extreme circumstance: all your paper assignments are given to you on the first day 
of class and you have had weeks to prepare. 

mailto:tutoringcenter@auk.edu.kw
mailto:writingcenter@auk.edu.kw
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/AUKCounselingCenter@aukmail.onmicrosoft.com/bookings/s/M9S9QHYoOk6pT9HpV85mMw2
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/AUKCounselingCenter@aukmail.onmicrosoft.com/bookings/s/M9S9QHYoOk6pT9HpV85mMw2
mailto:counseling@auk.edu.kw
mailto:registrar@auk.edu.kw
mailto:sadwani@auk.edu.kw
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provided, verified, and aligns with the policy extreme and unforeseen circumstances, then a make-up exam or test 
will be provided at the time of the instructor’s choosing. The make-up exam or test format may or may not be the 
same format / may or may not have the same substantive questions as the exam or test that was missed.  
 
If you have missed an exam or test due to any other circumstances, you will not be offered the opportunity to make 
up the exam or test and will receive a zero (0) for that exam or test. 
 
Re-grade request Policy 
 
If there is an addition / subtraction error (“clerical error”) regarding your grade, your instructor will address these 
errors as soon as you bring them to my attention.  
 
If you wish to have your assignment/assessment re-graded, please submit the original assignment and grading rubric 
(if applicable) along with a 250-word explanation of why you believe your assignment/assessment deserves more 
points to your instructor. Be specific, addressing the assignment and your paper. Remember, re-grading allows for 
more time to examine papers with more scrutiny; errors missed in the first pass may become more evident in the re-
grading. Assignments submitted for re-grading may receive a higher or lower score after re-grading. You must 
submit an assignment for re-grade within one week of the assignment being returned. If there is not enough time at 
the end of the semester, turn in the re-grade request 48 hours before the instructor must turn in grades.  Re-grade 
requests may not be an option during the semester if the paper due is the final paper due, as this paper is usually 
turned in right before the instructor must turn in grades.   
 
Course Communication Policy:  
 
Please communicate with me via email.  Your email should have an appropriate subject line.  Students who are not 
familiar with professional-style emails will be sent email guidelines without a response to the email.  
 
Please be sure to use your official AUK email account, write your full name, and indicate which class you are taking 
when you send me an email. If you have a question, please check the syllabus first and if your question is not 
answered there, then please feel free to send an email and I will be happy to clarify. I respond to questions via email 
within 24-48 hours of receiving them; if I do not respond within 24-48 hours, please re-send the email. Please 
note I normally respond during AUK working hours: 9:00am – 4:00pm, Sun – Thurs.   Emails sent on 
weekends will be responded to on Sunday.  
 
Do not send multiple emails a day.  Email is not a text messaging service. 
 
Course Technology Issues Policy:  
 
All assignments must be submitted through Moodle (and most are given as a hard copy in class).  
 
However, you may experience trouble submitting an assignment due to technology or internet issues. If such a 
situation does arise and you are unable to submit your assignment through Moodle, please send me an email at 
sadwani@auk.edu.kw and include the completed assignment as soon as possible. Please make sure that you email 
me the assignment before the deadline as this documents that you did finish everything by the due date and time, 
but that you just had a technology issue. This will ensure that your assignment will be accepted, and you will not 
receive the late penalty. Once the technology or internet issue is resolved, please upload the assignment to Moodle. 
In general, always be sure to frequently save your files and keep backups of your assignments.  For example, if you 
are completing an assignment within Moodle, always save a backup copy on a separate Microsoft Word 
document.   

mailto:sadwani@auk.edu.kw
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AUK Online Policies: 
The AUK online policies are in place and will be adhered to by all. Ref. Emails R 25 June 2020 & M 29 June & S 17 
Oct 2020 by the VP of Student Affairs, as well as later emails. 
 

Important Highlights and Course Online Policies: 

• Cameras must be on, entire faces must be visible. 

• Cameras may be off for AUK-administration-approved medical reasons or if the student has 
contacted the instructor for a one-time exception (technical issues, illness, etc.) 

• Students without prior permission to have their camera off for 5+ minutes (additive within the class 
period) will result in the student being counted as absent.  This includes students whose face is not 
visible on camera.  The student may also be removed from the class if unresponsive or for conduct 
counter to the AUK Code of Conduct and AUK and Course policies. 

• Students should join the course through their Moodle webpage using their AUK email and 
password.  As the instructor is conducting class when the class beings, the instructor may not be able to 
immediately respond to emails from students who are not able to login.   

 
AUK Onsite Policies (For Hybrid) 
 

• Please try to be extra quiet in the classroom when there is no discussion, as noise interferes with the 
classroom microphones. 

• Wear your mask correctly at all times (nose and mouth covered) 

• Socially distance as best as you can  
 
Syllabus Changes:  
 
There may be changes to the schedule and syllabus during the semester. When this happens, I will inform you in 
class and over email.  
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Readings and Assignments 
• All pages and page numbers are approximate and may be different in different editions.  Please see me if you are unclear on the 

assigned readings. The instructor reserves the right to change the readings and/or assignments and/or exams. 

• All readings assigned and all discussions in and out of the classroom do not necessarily represent the view of the instructor or the 
students.  All readings are due the day they are assigned and should be finished before class time. 

• Both reading and skimming the readings / articles means that there are notes taken on these items.  The difference is in the detail 
of the notes. 

 
 
Caveats and Trigger Warnings 
 
This course may involve conversations about culture, traditions, and religions.  All ideas discussed do not necessarily represent 
those of the instructor or those of the students.  Remember that ideas and positions can be discussed and analyzed without 
believing that the ideas and positions are “true.”  Your ability to discuss these different ideas will strengthen your 
argumentative logic and will be applicable to various situations throughout your life.  You are also assigned readings by 
scholars that sometimes put forward patently incorrect logic, data, interpretations, and analyses.  The purpose of these 
readings is to encourage your ability to critically analyze these writings to find these issues.  It is not incumbent on the 
instructor to find and discuss every single issue, even if you do not find them yourself.  Our class time is limited. 
 
The course may involve discussion of concepts and ideas that are polarizing.  Please present your ideas with diplomacy and 
support your claims with evidence.   Respect your peers and your instructor.  Students that exhibit behavior that is disparaging 
and / or offensive to their peers and / or instructor will have points taken off their participation grade / may be asked to leave 
the class. 
 
Trigger Warning: Some readings and/or discussions in this course may involve about various kinds of distressing issues, 
such as types of abuses, violence, death, wars, hate speech, geocide, among other topics.  Some readings and/or discussions 
may trigger psychological stress to those with a history of various types of assaults, violence, or with family who have 
experienced these pasts and conditions.  Students are always welcome to quietly leave the class and return when ready if this is 
the case. 

 

 
Week 1 

 
Tues 16 Sept: Day 1 of classes  

Wed 17 Sept  Introduction to the Syllabus 
 

READ   None 
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Week 2 

 
 
Mon 22 Sept  The Middle East and IR     Add/ Drop deadline at 4:00pm 
 

READ:   Gause, F. Gregory III. 1999. “Systemic Approaches to Middle East International Relations.”  
International Studies Review 1(1): 11-31. 

 

READ:   Tetreault, Mary Ann. 2009.  “International Relations.” In Understanding the Contemporary Middle  
East.  Jillian Schwedler and Deborah J. Gerner (Eds.) 3rd Ed. Boulder, CO: Lynne  
Reiner Publications: 131- 168.  

 
 
Wed 24 Sept  End of Imperialism 
 

READ:   Rogan, Eugene. 2009. “The Emergence of the Middle East into the Modern State System.”  
In International Relations of the Middle East.  Louise Fawcett (Ed.). UK: Oxford  
University Press: 37-59. 

 

SKIM:    CB: Ch 9: WWI and the End of the Ottoman Order 
 

 
Week 3 

 
 
Mon 29 Sept  Colonialism / Post- Colonialism I 
 

SKIM:    CB: Ch 10: Authoritarian Reform in Turkey and Iran  
 

SKIM:    CB: Ch 11: The Arab Struggle for Independence:  
    Egypt, Iraq, and Transjordan from the Interwar Era to 1945 
 
 
Wed 1 Oct  Colonialism / Post- Colonialism II 
 

READ:   Noland, Marcus. 2008. “Explaining Middle East Political Authoritarianism: The Level of  
Democracy.” Review of Middle East Economics and Finance 4(1): 1-30. 
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Week 4 

 
 

Mon 6 Oct  Test 
 
TEST: Imperialism / Colonialism 
 
 
Wed 8 Oct  Nationalism 
 

READ:   Cole, Juan R. I. and Deniz Kandiyoti. 2002. “Nationalism and the Colonial Legacy in the Middle  
East and Central Asia: Introduction.” International Journal of Middle Est Studies 34(2):  
189-203. 

 

SKIM:    CB: Ch 13: The Palestine Mandate and the Birth of the State of Israel  
 

SKIM:    CB: Ch 15: The Middle East in the Age of Nasser: The Egyptian Base 
 

 
Week 5 

 
 

Mon 13 Oct  Nationalism    
 

SKIM:    CB: Ch 16: The Middle East in the Age of Nasser:  The Radicalization of Arab Politics 
 

READ:   Moaddel, Mansoor. 2006. “The Saudi Public Speaks: Religion, Gender, and Politics.” 
International Journal of the Middle East 38(1): 79-108. 

 
 
Wed 15 Oct  Palestine and Israel I      
 

SKIM:    CB: Ch 17: Israel and the Palestinians from 1948 to the 1970s  
 

READ:   Smith, Charles. 2013. “The Arab–Israeli Conflict.” In International Relations of the Middle East.   
Louise Fawcett (Ed.). UK: Oxford University Press: 245-267. 

 

DUE:    Assignment: Conceptual Hypothesis Assignment before Midnight on Moodle 
 

 
Week 6 

 
 

Mon 20 Oct  Palestine and Israel II  
 

SKIM:    CB: Ch 22: The Palestinian Intifada and the 1991 Gulf War (441-445 ONLY)  
 
 
Wed 22 Oct  Palestine and Israel III 
 

SKIM:    CB: Ch 23: A Peace so Near, a Peace so Far:  
    Palestinian-Israeli Relations Since the 1991 Gulf War  
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Week 7 

 
 
Mon 27 Oct  Palestine and Israel IV  
 

READ:   Lebovich, James H. and William R. Thompson. 2006.  “An Illusionary or Elusive  
Relationship? The Arab-Israel Conflict and Repression in the Middle East.” Journal of  
Politics 68(3): 502-518. 

 
 
Wed 29 Oct Midterm 
 
MIDTERM 
 

 
Week 8 

 
 
Mon 3 Nov  Political Islamism and Iran I 
 

SKIM:    CB: Ch 18: The Iranian Revolution and the Revival of Islam  
 

READ:   Hinnebusch, Raymond. 2013. “The Politics of Identity in Middle East International  
Relations.” In International Relations of the Middle East.  Louise Fawcett (Ed.). UK:  
Oxford University Press: 148-166. 

 
 
Wed 5 Nov  Political Islamism and Iran II 
 

READ:   Mandaville, Peter. 2013. “Islam and International Relations in the Middle East: From Umma  
to Nation State.” In International Relations of the Middle East.  Louise Fawcett (Ed.).  
UK: Oxford University Press: 167-184. 

 

READ:   Ajami, Fouad. 1978. “The End of Pan-Arabism.” Foreign Affairs 57(20: 355-373. 
 
DUE:   Assignment: Measurable Hypothesis and Data 
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Week 9 

 
Sun 9 Nov: Midterm Grades Due 11am, available to students at 4:00pm 

 
Mon 10 Nov  Oil and the Gulf I   
 

SKIM:    CB: Ch 20: The Arabian Peninsula in the Petroleum Era  
 

SKIM:    CB: Ch 22: The Palestinian Intifada and the 1991 Gulf War (445-462 ONLY) 
 
 
Wed 12 Nov  Oil and the Gulf II 
 

READ:   Gause, Gregory F. III. 2013. “The International Politics of the Gulf.” In International Relations  
of the Middle East.  Louise Fawcett (Ed.). UK: Oxford University Press: 286-303. 

 

READ:   Luciani, Giacomo. 2013. “Oil and Political Economy in the International Relations of the  
Middle East.” In International Relations of the Middle East.  Louise Fawcett (Ed.). UK:  
Oxford University Press: 103-136. 

 
Thurs 13 Nov: Last day to withdraw with a “w” 

 

 
Week 10 

 
Sun 16 Nov: Academic advising begins 

 
Mon 17 Nov  Domestic Regimes and International Relations  
 

READ:   Maoz, Zeev. 1989. “Joining the Club of Nations: Political Development and International  
Conflict, 1816-1976.” International Studies Quarterly 33(20: 199-231. 

 
 
Wed 19 Nov  Meetings: 2-Article Check  
 

DUE:    2-Article check (hard copy, with highlighted parts, in the classroom) 
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Week 11 

 
 
Mon 24 Nov  Domestic Regimes and International Relations 
 

READ:  Knutsen, Carl Henrik, and Havard Mokleiv Nygard. 2015. “Institutional Characteristics and  
Regime Survival: Why Are Semi-Democracies Less Durable Than Autocracies and  
Democracies?” American Journal of Political Science 59(3): 656-670. 

 
 
Wed 26 Nov  Alliances and International Organizations  
 

READ:   Lebovic, James. H. 2004. “Unity in Action: Explaining Alignment Behavior in the Middle 
East.” Journal of Peace Research 41(2): 167-189. 

 

READ:   Fawcett, Louise. 2013.  “Alliances and Regionalism in the Middle East.” In International  
Relations of the Middle East.  Louise Fawcett (Ed.). UK: Oxford University Press:  
185-204. 

 
 

 
Week 12 

 
 
Mon 1 Dec  Alliances and International Organizations II 
 

READ   None 
 
 
Wed 3 Dec  Regional Security and War I 
 

READ:   Maoz, Zeev. 1997. “Regional Security in the Middle East: Past Trends, Present Realities, and  
Future Challenges.” Journal of Strategic Studies 20(1): 1-45. 

 
DUE:    Peer-Rev Summaries Assn. 
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Week 13 

 
Mon 8 Dec  Regional Security and War II 
 

READ:   Solingen, Etel. 2007. “Pax Asiatica versus Bella Levantina: The Origins of War and Peace  
    in East Asia and the Middle East.” American Political Science Review 101(4): 757-780. 
 
 
Wed 10 Dec  Iraq and Syria  
 
SKIM:    CB: Ch 21: The Consolidation of Authoritarian Rule in Syria and Iraq:  
    The Regimes of Hafiz al-Asad and Saddam Husayn  
 

READ:   Robins, Philip. 2013. “The War for Regime Change in Iraq.” In International Relations of the  
Middle East.  Louise Fawcett (Ed.). UK: Oxford University Press: 304-320. 

 

READ:  Hinnebush, Raymond. 2012. “Syria: From ‘Authoritarian Upgrading’ to Revolution?”  
International Affairs 88(1): 95-113. 

 

 
Week 14 

 
Mon 15 Dec  Lebanon and Civil War 
 
SKIM:   CB: Ch 19: Changing Patterns of War and Peace:  
    Egypt and Lebanon in the 1970s  and 1980s (380-388 ONLY) 
 

READ:   Krayem, Hassan. 1997. “The Lebanese Civil War and the Taif Agreement.” Conflict Resolution  
in the Arab World: Selected Essays. Beirut: AUB. 

  

SKIM WELL:  Fearon, James D. and David D. Laitin 2003. “Ethnicity, Insurgency, and Civil War.”  
American Political Science Review 97(1): 75-90. 

 

SKIM WELL:  Cederman, Lars-Erik, and Luc Girardin. 2007. “Beyond Fractionalization: Mapping  
Ethnicity onto Nationalist Insurgencies.” American Political Science Review 101(1): 173- 
185. 

 

SKIM WELL:  Fearon, James D. Kimuli Kasara, and David D. Laitin 2007. “Ethnic Minority Rule and Civil  
War Onset.” American Political Science Review 101(1): 187-193 

 
 
Wed 17 Dec  Arab “Spring” 
 

SKIM:   CB: Ch. 26: The 2011 Arab Uprisings 
 

READ:   Anderson, Lisa. 2011. “Demystifying the Arab Spring.” Foreign Affairs (May/June): 1-6. 
 

READ:   Menaldo, Victor. 2012. “The Middle East and North Africa’s Resilient Monarchs.” Journal of  
Politics 74(3): 707-722. 
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Week 15 

 
 
Mon 22 Dec  ISIS (ISIL, IS) and Terrorism I 
 

READ:  Saul, Ben.2005. “Definition of ‘Terrorism’ in the UN Security Council: 1985-2004.” Chinese  
Journal of International Law 4(1): 141-166.  

   

READ:   Laub, Zachary, and Jonathan Masters 2016. “Islamic State in Iraq and Greater Syria.” Council 
on Foreign Relations.  Available: https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/islamic-state  

 

READ:   Al-Tamimi, Aymenn Jawad. 2014. “The Dawn of the Islamic State of Iraq and ash-Sham.”  
In Current Trends in Islamist Ideology.  Hillel Fradkin et. Al. (Eds.) Washington, DC:  
Hudson Institute,16: 5-15.  

 
 
Wed 24 Dec   HOLIDAY 
 

 
Week 16  HOLIDAY 

 
Mon 29 Dec   HOLIDAY 
 
Wed 31 Dec   HOLIDAY 
 

 
Week 17 

 
 
Mon 5 Jan  ISIS (ISIL, IS) and Terrorism II 
 

READ:  Pape, Robert A. 2003. “The Strategic Logic of Suicide Terrorism.” American Political Science  
Review 97(3): 343-361. 

 

READ:   Ashworth, Scott, Joshua D. Clinton, Adam Meirowitz, and Kristopher W. Ramsay. 2008.  
    “Design, Inference, and the Strategic Logic of Suicide Terrorism.”  American Political  

Science Review 102(2): 269-273. 
 

READ:   Piazza, James A. 2008. “A Supply-Side View of Suicide Terrorism: A Cross-National Study.”  
Journal of Politics 70(1): 38-39. 

 
 
Wed 7 Jan   DUE: Research Design 
 

 

https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/islamic-state
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Week 18 

 
Sun 11 – Thurs 15 Jan Exams 
 

There is a final exam for this class 
 
 

Sun 18 Jan Final Grades due 11:00am 
Mon 19 Jan Grades available to students at 4:00pm 

Tues 20 Jan Faculty on Campus 
Wed 21 Jan Faculty on Campus  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


