
 
 
Basic Course Information:  
 
Course Prefix/Number: SBSA 485 
Course Title: Capstone: Seminar in Social and 
Behavioral Sciences - Concentration in 
Anthropology 
Core/Elective Course: Core course 
Class Meeting Times: MW 15h30-16h45 
Instructional Modality: Hybrid 
Class Location: SB A105 

Instructor: Dr. Marion Breteau 
Office Location: A312 
Office Phone: 3763 
Email: mbreteau@auk.edu.kw 
Office Hours: UTR 11-13h 
 

 
AUK Mission Statement: The American University of Kuwait is a liberal arts institution based 
on the American model of higher education. It is dedicated to providing students with knowledge, 
self-awareness, and personal growth experiences that can enhance critical thinking, effective 
communication, and respect for diversity.  AUK seeks to create leaders and lifelong learners who 
aspire to the highest standards of moral and ethical responsibility in their societies.  
 
Department/College Mission Statement: The mission of the Department of Social and 
Behavioral Sciences is to advance knowledge of humanity through critical inquiry. The Department 
strives to achieve this mission by employing multidisciplinary methods to examine the human 
mind, individual and group behavior, societies, cultures, and the environment. Coursework in the 
disciplines of anthropology, psychology, and environmental studies prepare students for lifelong 
learning, to continue their education at the postgraduate level, and for careers in the public, private, 
and nonprofit sectors. 

Catalog Course Description: A senior seminar that examines selected critical issues in the field 
of Social and Behavioral Sciences, Concentration in Anthropology. Senior standing or permission 
of instructor. 
 
 
 
 
 



Program Learning Outcomes:  
 

Program Learning Outcomes (PLOs) 

PLO1: Recognize the fundamental concepts in social and behavioral sciences with regards to 
different societies and cultures. 

PLO2: Examine how categories of difference are socially constructed. 

PLO3: Examine how culture constructs behaviors of everyday life. 

PLO4: Demonstrate sensitivity to diverse cultural perspectives, critical in today’s global society. 

PLO 5: Apply appropriate ethical standards in the study and research of other cultures. 

PLO6: Assess the impact of global media, telecommunication, travel, migration and immigration 
on societies and cultures. 

 
 
Course Learning Outcomes:  Upon successful completion of the course, students will be able to: 
 

Course Learning Outcomes (CLOs) Corresponding PLO 

CLO1: Formulating a viable research question  PLO1, PLO2, PLO3, PLO4, PLO5 

CLO2: How to search for funding and writing a 

research proposal 
 

PLO1, PLO2, PLO3, PLO4, PLO5 

CLO3: How to prepare and execute a feasible 

research project 
 

PLO1, PLO2, PLO3, PLO4, PLO5 

CLO4: Conducting research 
 

PLO1, PLO2, PLO3, PLO4, PLO5 

CLO5: Bringing evidence to bear on a research 

question 
 

PLO1, PLO2, PLO3, PLO4, PLO5 

CLO6: Analysis and presentation of research 

findings 
 

PLO1, PLO2, PLO3, PLO4, PLO5 

 
Course Delivery/Methodology: For this course we will be meeting in-person 3 days per week 
and material will be presented through lectures, activities, and readings done ahead of time. All 
slides and readings will be posted on Moodle, which can be accessed at https://lms.auk.edu.kw/. 
All assignments must also be submitted through Moodle. You will be completing the following 
evaluations for this course through frequent assignments and an ethnography. To successfully 
complete this course, you must complete readings by the posted due dates and times, and actively 
participate in class discussions. 
 
Required textbook: Julian M. Murchison, Ethnography Essentials. Designing, Conducting and Presenting your 

Research, Wiley, 2010. 

 
  



Evaluations and Grading:  
 

Evaluation Type Weight 

Reviews: project summary, literature review, proposal. Each item corresponds to 
5%, altogether appearing as your mid-term grade on Moodle. 

15% 

First draft (must be submitted even if not complete) 10% 

Ethnography capstone project 70% 

Capstone defense 5% 

Total 100% 
 

 
AUK Official Grading Scale:  
 

Letter Grade Percentage University Points 

A 94-100 4.0 

A- 90-93 3.7 

B+ 87-89 3.3 

B 84-86 3.0 

B- 80-83 2.7 

C+ 77-79 2.3 

C 74-76 2.0 

C- 70-73 1.7 

D+ 67-69 1.3 

D 64-66 1.0 

D- 60-63 0.7 

F 0-59 0.0 

 
AUK Attendance Policy:  Any student who misses more than 15% of class sessions of any course 
during a semester should expect to fail, unless she/he submits documented evidence to the course 
instructor of inpatient medical care, death of an immediate family member, academic instructional 
activities, or national athletic activities. If excused, students are required to satisfy all coursework 
due or assigned during their absence as determined by the course instructor. If a student does not 
submit documented evidence for her/his absence exceeding the limit, it is the student’s 
responsibility to withdraw from the course by the specified deadline, as indicated on the academic 
calendar. Students who withdraw from a course receive a grade of “W”. Students who do not 
withdraw from a course nor submit supporting documents for excessive absences will receive a 
grade of “FN” (failure for non-attendance). 
 
Code of Academic Honesty and Integrity: Upon admission to the American University of 
Kuwait, students agree to act responsibly in all areas of academic, personal and social conduct and 
to take full responsibility for their individual and collective action. Such regulations are found in 
the American University of Kuwait Catalogue, Student Handbook, and the AUK website at 
www.auk.edu.kw. Any question of interpretation regarding the code of academic honesty and 
Integrity shall be reported to the appropriate academic dean. The Code shall be reviewed annually 
at the discretion of the academic deans. Any student or student organization found to have 
committed the cited violations or misconduct, either on or off campus, is subject to the disciplinary 
sanctions outlined in adjudication procedures. 

http://www.auk.edu.kw/


 
Note: any form of academic dishonesty will be marked by a grade of “F”. It particularly includes 
the submission of previous papers, exams, or assignments. You can contact me in case of doubt 
or ask your questions during the class. 
 
Plagiarism: The term “plagiarism” includes, but is not limited to, an attempt of an individual to 
claim the work of another as the product of his or her own thoughts regardless of whether that 
work has been published. Plagiarism includes, but is not limited to, quoting improperly or 
paraphrasing texts or other written materials without proper citation on an exam, term paper, 
homework, or other written material submitted to an instructor as one’s own work. Plagiarism also 
includes handing in a paper to an instructor that was purchased from a term paper service or 
downloaded from the Internet and presenting another person’s academic work as one’s own. 
 
Note: any form of plagiarism will be marked by a grade of “F”. Make sure you contact me in case 
of doubt or ask your questions during the class. Further explanation of plagiarism is available on 
Moodle (PWP Plagiarism). 
 
Cheating: The term “cheating” includes but is not limited to, copying homework assignments 
from another student; working together with another individual on a take-home test or homework 
when not approved by the instructor, looking at and/or copying text, notes or another person’s 
paper during an examination when not permitted to do so. Cheating also includes the giving of 
work information to another student to be copied and/or used as his or her own. This includes 
but is not limited to giving someone answers to exam questions either when the exam is being 
given or after having taken an exam; informing another student of specific questions that appear 
or have appeared on an exam in the same academic semester; giving or selling a term paper, report, 
project or other restricted written materials to another student.  
 
Note: any form of cheating will be marked by a grade of “F”. 
 
Academic Support:  
 
Learning Support Services focuses on empowering students to become independent and successful 
learners by developing their literacy skills, enhancing their understanding, and helping them 
improve their academic and study skills. Learning Support Services is comprised of two centers: 
the Tutoring Center and the Writing Center. 
 
The Tutoring Center provides free academic support in various subjects to AUK student. Email: 
tutoringcenter@auk.edu.kw. 
 
The Writing Center provides multilingual support (English, Arabic, French, and Spanish) through 
individual or small-group consultations. Email: writingcenter@auk.edu.kw  
 
Disability Accommodations: Disability services include identifying strategies to accommodate 
the learning requirements of students with disabilities. The Counseling Center at AUK offers 
services that include personal counseling and disability services. Their mission is to support 
students as they overcome what inhibits their success and prepare them for lifelong learning and 
development. For questions regarding accommodation services, please contact the Counseling 
Center at Counseling@auk.edu.kw. 
 
 
 

mailto:writingcenter@auk.edu.kw
about:blank


 
Course Policies/Student Responsibilities: 

- students are expected to have their mobile phones turned off or on plane mode. Any 
ringing phone can engender exclusion from the classroom. Arrival in class after 15 min will 
affect the participation/attendance grade. 

- online, students are expected to turn on their webcams, unless they have notified me by 
email or at the beginning of class in the chat box privately.  

 
Online Course Delivery and Netiquette:  

- The access link will be posted on Moodle. 
- Be on time to Zoom meetings and make sure you attend and participate regularly 
- Check your AUK email regularly to receive all relevant announcements and communication 
- Be professional and careful with your online interaction. Proper address for faculty is by 

formal title such as Professor or Dr. unless invited by faculty to use a less formal approach 
- When writing, ensure to use formal, respectful, professional language and double-check 

spelling/grammar function before sending/posting. This applies to emails, typing on 
Zoom chat, posting on discussion boards, assignments, or any other form of writing you 
will complete within the context of this course 

- Check the discussion board frequently and respond appropriately and on subject  
- Capitalize words only to highlight a point. Otherwise, capitalizing is generally viewed as 

SHOUTING! 
- Do not dominate discussions and allow other students to post or join in 
- It is not appropriate to forward someone else’s messages or emails without their permission 
- Be careful when using humor. The absence of face-to-face cues can cause humor to be 

misinterpreted as criticism or flaming (angry, antagonistic criticism) 
- Recording Zoom sessions is prohibited  

 
Late and Missing Work Policy: Except students benefiting from disability accommodations, no 
extension will be allowed unless you submit documented evidence to the course instructor of 
inpatient medical care, death of an immediate family member, academic instructional activities, or 
national athletic activities. In this case, send me your work by email respecting the due dates and 
hours. Each assignment must be submitted on Moodle before class time. Dates will be announced 
on Moodle. 
 
Note: Any late work with no documented justification will receive a grade of F.  
 
Make-Up Work Policy: no make-up work will be accepted unless you submit documented 
evidence to the course instructor of inpatient medical care, death of an immediate family member, 
academic instructional activities, or national athletic activities. 
 
Communication Policy: Please be sure to use your official AUK email account, write your full 
name, and indicate which class and section you are taking (SBSA 200) when you send me an email. 
If you have a question, please check the syllabus first and if your question is not answered there, 
then please feel free to contact me by email. I respond to questions via email or posted on the 
discussion forum within 24 hours of receiving them; if I do not respond within 24 hours, please 
re-send the email. Please note I normally respond during these working hours: 9am-7pm, Sunday 
to Thursday. Emails sent on weekends will be responded to on Sunday.  
 
Technology Issues: All assignments must be submitted through Moodle. However, you may 
experience trouble submitting an assignment due to technology or internet issues. If such a 
situation does arise and you are unable to submit your assignment through Moodle, please send 



me an email at mbreteau@auk.edu.kw and include the completed assignment. Please make sure 
that you email me the assignment before the deadline as this documents that you did finish 
everything by the due date and time, but that you just had a technology issue. Once the technology 
or internet issue is resolved, please upload the assignment to Moodle. In general, always be sure to 
frequently save your files and keep backups of your assignments. 
 
 
Course Schedule:  
 

Topic  Class content and assignments Readings 

1. Introduction  General presentation of the course  

2. Topic selection 

Writing center presentation 
 
A list of 2 potential topics and preliminary 
questions must be written for class discussion 
(see booklet) 
 
What not/to ethnography? 

 

3. Literature review 

What to read? How to search for 
literature? 
 
How to format a literature review?  

 

Prophet Ascension   

4.  Outline and 
research question 

Monday: Mendeley training by Wadhah 
(AUK library) 
 
Project and literature review due 
 
What is a research question? How to 
write it?  
 
Group activity: sample reading  

 Chapter 3 

5. Writing a proposal 
and search for 
funding 

What is a proposal? How to write it? 
Why looking for funding? How to 
apply?  

Chapter 4 
 
Sydel Silverman 
article 



6. Conducting 
fieldwork 

A list of methods and expected data 
(observations, places, activities, interviews, etc.) 
to be written 
 
What method not/to use? How to take 
effective field notes?  

Chapter 5 

Midterm exams Proposal due  

7. Reflexivity and 
trust-building 

Short reflexive report to be written 
 
How to build trust? How to integrate 
the field? 

Chapter 6 

8. Interviewing and 
transcribing 

Interview guide draft to be written 
 
How to prepare, negotiate and conduct 
an interview? How to transcribe an 
interview? 

Chapter 7 

9. Analyzing data: 
secondary data 

Preliminary list of figures to be prepared  
 
What secondary data to use? How to 
analyze it? How to introduce it in the 
capstone? 

Chapter 8 

10. Analyzing data 

1 case study must be written (ethnographic 
scene + supporting literature + analysis) 
 
How to analyze data? How to connect 
observation with theory? How to write 
it? 
 
In-class activity: summary of chapter 9 
and 10 

Chapter 9 and 10 

Eid el-Fitr   

11. Writing-up research 
Final research question, and outline to be 
written  

Chapter 12 



12. Writing-up research 

Draft due (even if not complete) + to 
send to writing center 
 
The large picture: How to organize 
ideas? How to build an argument? 
 
In-class activity: summary of chapters 
12 and 13 

Chapter 13 

13. Writing-up research 

Writing center review deadline 
 
Introduction must be finalized 
 
How to write an effective introduction 
and conclusion? 
 
In-class activity: summary of chapters 
14 and 15 

Chapters 14 and 15 

14. Format and style 

 
Recall of the format; MLA format and 
plagiarism 
 
Microsoft Word and PDF tips 

Chapter 15 

15.  Presentation tips 

Presentation speech must be written 
 
What to say during the defense? How to 
organize ideas? How to valorize my 
work? 
 
In-class rehearsal in small groups 
 
Capstone submission to AUK library 
depository 

 

Spring final exams Presentations and Capstone submission 

 
Syllabus Changes: There may be changes to the schedule and syllabus during the semester. When 
this happens, I will inform you in class and over email.  
 
ATTENDANCE: AUK’s attendance policy applies to eLearning with an adjustment: 

- All Students whether on-campus or online are expected to be on time. 
- Students attending classes online are allowed tardiness for up to 5 minutes due to technical 

issues.  
- Students attending classes online must turn their cameras on at eye level, or risk being 

removed from the class session. 
  
CODE OF CONDUCT 
Student Code of Conduct and Code of Academic Honesty and Integrity will be applied, in addition 
to the following specific to the hybrid model of education: 

- Video recording of class sessions (by instructors and/or students) is prohibited and is a 
violation of the university codes. 



- The privacy of the session is to be maintained (no other members of the household should 
be available during the sessions). 

- Professional physical appearance is expected during online classes. All participants in the 
online class should ensure proper attire and setting (blurred background can be used to 
accommodate settings). 

- Copyright as well as intellectual property rules and regulations apply. 
- MASKS are to be worn properly all the time when on campus grounds. Repeated violations 

of the MASK policy will result in removal from class and/or campus. 
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