
 
Course Syllabus 

 

Term: Fall 2025 

Course Number: ENGL 200-01 

Course Title: Introduction to Literary Studies 

Meeting Times / Location:  

   MW 9:30-10:45 / B311 

 

Instructor: Dr. Hanan Muzaffar 

Office Location: B530 

Email: hmuzaffar@auk.edu.kw 

Office Hours:  

   MW 8-9:30, 12:30-2 

                         

AUK Mission Statement: 

The American University of Kuwait is a liberal arts institution dedicated to teaching, learning, and 

scholarship. The University offers programs that provide students with the knowledge and skills 

necessary for lifelong learning and professional success. AUK enriches society by fostering an 

environment that encourages critical thinking, effective communication, personal growth, service, and 

leadership. 

 

Department/College Mission Statement:  

In keeping with the American University of Kuwait's liberal arts tradition, the English Department 

provides students with the ability to use the English language effectively, think critically, cultivate a 

lifelong process of inquiry, and reach their full potential as creative individuals and engaged citizens. 

Through its emphasis on developing cultural awareness, rhetorical flexibility, information literacy, 

and appreciation for literary traditions, the department prepares students for the increasingly complex 

challenges of the 21st century. 

 

Course Description: 

Introduces students to the elements of literature and literacy analysis. Students learn what makes a 

piece of writing “literary,” as well as the terms and skills needed to read, understand, and analyze 

literature. The course covers literacy genres and critical approaches, providing a foundation for more 

advanced literary studies.  

 

Course Methodology: 

We will focus on 3 main genres: the short story, the poem, and the play, by a selection of readings in 

each genre, assisted by an overview of historical and theoretical background that can assist students in 

the analysis of these works of literature. The process of reading literature and writing about it will be a 

focus in class, ensuring students have the adequate jargon to talk about literature and conduct research 

in the field. You will be tested on your knowledge through quizzes, on your skills to think critically 

and argue through essay exams, and on your ability to be an independent thinker and critic through a 

4-page research paper. 

 

Program Learning Outcomes (PLOs): 

1. Recognize a wide range of literary works of world cultures, sub-cultures, & minority groups. 

2. Compare and contrast texts produced in different periods and genres. 

3. Identify and discuss representative authors, works and movements. 

4. Analyze cultural and literary texts using theoretical approaches. 

5. Develop independent thought and judgment to carry out research projects.   

6. Develop and communicate ideas clearly in writing. 

7. Evaluate cultural and literary texts within socio-political, historical, & economic contexts. 
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Course Learning Outcomes (CLOs): 

1. Identify and define literary terms and concepts. 

2. Distinguish literary themes and genres in a wide variety of literary works. 

3. Identify common or culturally specific themes in literature by writers of different race, 

gender, ethnic, and/or class backgrounds. 

4. Discuss literature in its historical and cultural context. 

5. Apply basic literary theory in the analysis of texts. 

6. Develop reasonable interpretations of written texts and support them with evidence. 

7. Produce a variety of written and oral responses using conventions of literary studies. 

 

Textbooks:  

The Norton Introduction to Literature, Portable Fourteenth Edition.  

Purchase physical (not digital) copy at AUK bookstore 
 

Supporting Material: 

1. The Little Seagull Handbook - Selections (pdf includes information on the writing process (3-
8), developing paragraphs (9-19), giving presentations (20-24), arguments (25-29), and 

literary analysis (30-32) 

2. Academic Paper Guide (pdf includes sample papers, and citation format) 

3. Guides to Instructor Feedback (pdf on Turnitin or Microsoft Word submissions) 

   

Tasks and Grading:  

1. Participation: 10%, includes prompt attendance and preparation of all reading material. 

2. Homework/Classwork: 15%, activities and quizzes, either online or in class, to be familiar 

with the material, and to engage with our texts  

3. Quizzes: 15%, in-class closed book short questions at the end of each genre.  

4. Essays: 30%, 5-paragraph essays analyzing a work of literature studied in class from each of 

the genres. 

5. Research Paper: 10%, a 4 page paper (1000 words) supported by at least 2 peer-reviewed 

sources, on a work of literature not discussed in class. 

6. Final Exam: 20%, includes both short questions and an essay covering all genres 

 

AUK Official Grading Scale:  

Letter Grade Percentage Univ. Points Letter Grade Percentage Univ. Points 

A 94-100 4.0 C 74-76 2.0 

A- 90-93 3.7 C- 70-73 1.7 

B+ 87-89 3.3 D+ 67-69 1.3 

B 84-86 3.0 D 64-66 1.0 

B- 80-83 2.7 D- 60-63 0.7 

C+ 77-79 2.3 F 0-59 0.0 

 

AUK Attendance Policy:  

Any student who misses more than 15% of class sessions of any course during a semester should 

expect to fail, unless she/he submits documented evidence to the course instructor of inpatient medical 

care, death of an immediate family member, academic instructional activities, or national athletic 

activities. If excused, students are required to satisfy all coursework due or assigned during their 

absence as determined by the course instructor. If a student does not submit documented evidence for 

her/his absence exceeding the limit, it is the student’s responsibility to withdraw from the course by 

the specified deadline, as indicated on the academic calendar. Students who withdraw from a course 

receive a grade of “W”. Students who do not withdraw from a course nor submit supporting documents 

for excessive absences will receive a grade of “FN” (failure for non-attendance). 

 

 

 

https://aukmail-my.sharepoint.com/personal/hmuzaffar_auk_edu_kw/_layouts/15/guestaccess.aspx?share=EQZXweZappBPrL6gCgAgbv4BwGzhCklJ1aJOloV1RHuSLA&e=6c72h5
https://aukmail-my.sharepoint.com/personal/hmuzaffar_auk_edu_kw/_layouts/15/guestaccess.aspx?share=EX8s_SlJFk9MkSS6DRO4XaEBfS-akC8qmxzWvnkvKVu5bw&e=aAHbDR
https://style.mla.org/sample-papers/
https://aukmail-my.sharepoint.com/personal/hmuzaffar_auk_edu_kw/_layouts/15/guestaccess.aspx?share=EXIgxOei5I1BhVJn1EfUogABLjQu_F3Y3VydAhqn_elVvQ&e=pr5log
https://aukmail-my.sharepoint.com/personal/hmuzaffar_auk_edu_kw/_layouts/15/guestaccess.aspx?share=EavAad2HHHlJlWwnVKCTmBoBbGrckk4oATelqMGQdLTtNw&e=XXNuf2
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Code of Academic Honesty and Integrity:  

Upon admission to the American University of Kuwait, students agree to act responsibly in all areas 

of academic, personal and social conduct and to take full responsibility for their individual and 

collective action. Such regulations are found in the American University of Kuwait Catalogue, 

Student Handbook, and the AUK website at www.auk.edu.kw. Any question of interpretation 

regarding the code of academic honesty and Integrity shall be reported to the appropriate academic 

dean.  The Code shall be reviewed annually at the discretion of the academic deans. Any student or 

student organization found to have committed the cited violations or misconduct, either on or off 

campus, is subject to the disciplinary sanctions outlined in adjudication procedures. 

 

Plagiarism:  

The term “plagiarism” includes, but is not limited to, an attempt of an individual to claim the work of   

another as the product of his or her own thoughts regardless of whether that work has been published. 

Plagiarism includes, but is not limited to, quoting improperly or paraphrasing text or other written 

materials without proper citation on an exam, term paper, homework, or other written material 

submitted to an instructor as one’s own work. Plagiarism also includes handing in a paper to an 
instructor that was purchased from a term paper service or downloaded from the Internet and 

presenting another person’s academic work as one’s own. 

 

Cheating:  

The term “cheating” includes but is not limited to, copying homework assignments from another 

student; working together with another individual on a take-home test or homework when not 

approved by the instructor, looking at and/or copying text, notes or another person’s paper during an 

examination when not permitted to do so. Cheating also includes the giving of work information to 

another student to be copied and/or used as his or her own. This includes but is not limited to giving 

someone answers to exam questions either when the exam is being given or after having taken an 

exam; informing another student of specific questions that appear or have appeared on an exam in the 

same academic semester; giving or selling a term paper, report, project or other restricted written 

materials to another student.  

 

AI Usage: 

Throughout our course, certain AI Writing tools, like ChatGPT, may be employed under specific 

circumstances or with explicit consent. You will receive clear guidance on when, where, and how 

these tools may be utilized, including instructions on proper attribution. Employing these tools outside 

of these guidelines is considered a violation of AUK’s Academic Honesty and Integrity Policy. 

 

Academic Support:  

• Library: The AUK Library provides you with the necessary support to conduct research and 

find additional readings for your class work. Need to research but don’t know where to start? 

Not sure how to find and use online resources (books, data, articles...etc.)? Not sure how to 

cite a source or develop a reference list? Ask a librarian! Research help is available through 

email, MS Teams, Zoom. Contact the library at: library@auk.edu.kw or go 

to https://www.auk.edu.kw/academics/Library to begin your search! 

• Writing and Tutoring Center: The Writing and Tutoring Center (WTC) focuses on 

empowering students to become independent and successful learners by developing their 

literacy skills, enhancing their understanding, and helping them improve their academic and 

study skills. WTC offers tutoring and writing consultations to all AUK students. Students can 

schedule appointments through the TutorTrac online appointment system, 

or email wtc@auk.edu.kw for assistance. 

• Disability Accommodations: AUK provides equal and inclusive educational environment in 

order to enable all students to meet and perform requisite academic standards and to 

participate in the opportunities and activities of its community. If you believe you can benefit 

from accommodations for a learning, physical, or mental health disability, click here to book 

a session through the Counseling Center/Disability Services Booking Page, to ask about 

http://www.auk.edu.kw/
mailto:library@auk.edu.kw
https://www.auk.edu.kw/academics/Library
https://tutortrac.auk.edu.kw/
mailto:wtc@auk.edu.kw
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/AUKCounselingCenter@aukmail.onmicrosoft.com/bookings/s/M9S9QHYoOk6pT9HpV85mMw2
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/AUKCounselingCenter@aukmail.onmicrosoft.com/bookings/s/M9S9QHYoOk6pT9HpV85mMw2
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disability services at AUK, initiate an accommodation plan, or receive disability services. 

You can also email counseling@auk.edu.kw if you need assistance in booking a session. 

 

Course Policies: 

• Arrive on time.  

• If you are late (up to 10 minutes), walk in quietly and sit at end of class so as not to 

disturb anyone. You will be counted as half an absence. 

• After 10 minutes pass, you are not allowed in class. 

• You have the right to miss class 5 times, no excuses are needed, do not email me copies of 

your medical reports. 

• The only excused absences per AUK policy are hospital stays, academic or sport travels, 

or death in the family.  

• If you have questions, check course syllabus and Moodle page before emailing instructor, and 

when doing so, indicate course and section number and clarify purpose of email. 

• Your grade is a private matter between you and instructor. 

• Bargaining for grades is not accepted, nor is it professional. 

• Always bring course packet to class (no digital copies allowed). 

• Always carry A4 sized paper and pen in class; you will frequesntly be asked to write. 

• Take notes in class; your performance in class, exams, and papers depends on it. 

• It is prohibited to take pictures or videos in class without permission of instructor. 

• Submit all work on time. No late work is accepted. 

• When you have technological issues that prevent you from meeting due date, send assignment 

via email. 

• Adhere to MLA format in all work submitted for class, whether typed or hand-written, 

• Violating code of academic honesty results in failing the course and being reported to the 

chair of the English department. You violate when: 

• you cheat during an in-class exam, 

• you resubmit work from and to other classes, fully or partially, 

• you seek help on essays and other assignments from external parties without permission 

from instructor. This includes AI, editorial services, websites, software, friends, and non-

AUK tutors. 

For help with this course, visit the AUK Writing Center and the AUK Library, and consult the 

supporting material. 
 

Weekly Schedule: (tentative reading list, adjusted as needed) 

Week 1 (17/9) 

Welcome & Orientation 

 
Week 2 (22, 24/9)  

• Monday: Syllabus & Expectations 

• Wednesday: Literary Background & Terms: Isabel Allende: “And of Clay Are We Created” 

 
Week 3 (29/9, 1/10) – Fiction  

• Monday: Literary Analysis 

• Wednesday: Plot: Ralph Ellison: “King of the Bingo Game” 

 

Week 4 (6, 8/10) – Fiction  

• Monday: Narration: “Edgar Allan Poe: The Black Cat” 

• Wednesday: Character: Toni Morrison: “Recitatif” 

 

Week 5 (13, 15/10) – Fiction  

• Monday: Setting: Judith Ortiz Cofer: “Volar” 

• Wednesday: Language: Nathaniel Hawthorne: “The Birth-Mark” 
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Week 6 (20, 22/10) – Fiction  

• Monday: Theme: Yasunari Kawabata: “The Grasshopper and the Bell Cricket” 

• Wednesday: Essay Writing: Kate Chopin: “The Story of an Hour” 

 

 

Week 7 (27, 29/10) – Fiction  

Midterm: Quiz & Essay #1 

 

Week 8 (3, 5/11) – Poetry  

• Monday: Speaker: William Wordsworth: She dwelt among the untrodden ways (&John 

Donne's "Death, be not proud") 

• Wednesday: Setting: Matthew Arnold: Dover Beach (&William Butler Yeats's "Leda and the 

Swan”) 

 

Week 9 (10, 12/12) – Poetry  

• Monday: Theme & Tone: Robert Hayden: “Those Winter Sundays” (&Langston Hughes's 

"Harlem") 

• Wednesday: Imagery: Emily Dickinson: “Because I could not stop for Death” (&Essay on 

poetry) 

 

Week 10 (17, 19/11) – Poetry   

• Monday: Symbol: Robert Frost: The Road Not Taken (&William Blake's "The Tyger") 

• Wednesday: Form: Dylan Thomas: Do Not Go Gentle into That Good Night (&William 

Shakespeare's "That time of year thou mayst in me behold") 

 

Week 11 (24, 26/11) – Poetry   

Quiz & Essay #2 

 

Week 12 (1, 3/12) – Drama  

• Monday: Susan Glaspell's Trifles 

• Wednesday: discussion & performance of select scenes in groups 

 

Week 13 (8, 10/12) – Drama  

• Monday: Lorraine Hansberry's A Raisin in the Sun (video and select scenes for 

acting/discussion) 

• Wednesday: Literary theory introduced 

 

Week 14 (15, 17/12) – Drama 

• Monday: William Shakespeare’s Macbeth (video and select scenes for acting/discussion) 

• Wednesday: Literary theory in practice 

 

Week 15 (22/12) – Drama 

Quiz & Essay #3 

 

Winter Break (24/12 – 1/1) 

 

Week 16 (5, 7, 8/1) 

Final Papers Presentations 

 

Final Exam as per AUK exam calendar 11-15 January 

 


