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GDES MISSION STATEMENT
The Graphic Design program offers students the opportunity to pursue a degree 
emphasizing a balance of theory and practice in the art and science of visual 
communication. The program emphasizes critical thinking, analysis and problem 
solving through the teaching of design history, methodology and technologies. 
Students cultivate cultural and aesthetic sensibilities for a diverse, global,  
professional market. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
The Capstone course is designed to teach GDES students how to visualize the 
complex intersection between personal voice, conceptual understanding, and the  
use of research for a graphic design exhibition. The course is largely self-directed  
and students are expected to select and investigate a graphic design topic using 
design as a means to present their findings. 

GOALS
1. Students use the research, idea and the definition of the creative goal they 
developed in graphic design three to design and to complete and present their 
capstone project. 

2. Students apply their research to meaningfully support their design. 

3. Students will earn to defend their creative decisions through increasingly more 
complex checkpoints with ART&GDES departmental faculty. 

4. Students will be made aware of the ways taught to understand and engage in 
logical planning and understanding. 

5. Professors will facilities student work on their specific deliverables, 2D, 3D, digital 
and exhibit space for their capstone project. 

6. Students will systematically and continuously consult with faculty and outside 
professionals on their progress of the 2D, 3D, digital components and exhibition 
design of their capstone project. 

7. Student will utilize the feedback they receive to achieve required professional level 
of complexity for their capstone project. 

8. Students will produce complex critical written evaluations of their own work and 
work of others, which encompass both in formal and conceptual levels. 
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Students will be able to:

1. Students will be able to use the result of literature review to inform their to pick and 
to guide their project specific research. 

2. Students create specific 2D, 3D and digital deliverables based on their research, and 
with definition of their creative goal in mind. 

3. Students consult with other faculty, industry professionals and others as needed for 
their project. 

4. Students are required to pass through a series of checkpoints. First check point is 
with the professor of record, the second and the third checkpoint are with another 
department faculty. 

5. Students prepare the defense of their capstone project by writing critical analysis 
of the formal and conceptual aspects of their design, which then becomes the basis 
for their visual, oral and written presentation. 

6. Students will design, install, present and defend their capstone project in an 
assigned place for capstone exhibition. 

EVALUATION CRITERIA 
The Capstone grade is based on the comprehension of a creative goal, originality 
of solution, appropriateness of solution, the advanced use of typography, visual 
invention, visual aesthetic, application/translation of concept, evidence of process. 
This is a studio course, which means students need to work in the classroom-the 
instructor needs to witness, observe and document student work in the classroom. If 
the student chooses not to work in class on the project and the multiple stages of the 
work are not evidenced in the classroom by the instructor, the student will receive a 
zero (0) and make ups are not offered. 

EVALUATION (GRADING) SCHEME 
The final grade for this course will be determined on the basis of completion of the 
following components: 

Research 	 20% 		  Classroom Participation 	  10% 
Sketchbook 	 10% 		  Design Work 	    	  40%
Exhibition 	 20%

The Research - 20% Research/Analysis/Process: Did the student research the subject 
matter and explore more than one solution in the planning stage? Did the student 
follow all steps identified in the project directions and show work at all critiques? 
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a visual mood board (digital or analog) and literature review (organized in sequence of 
project process). 

The first oral presentation should inform us of project specific research, the 
deliverables along with the identification and definition of the principles and elements 
of graphic design and how utilized in work to reach creative goal. This is done in the 
second week of the semester (10% of the final grade)

The second presentation will combine six central components of the research paper: 
(1) a clear and concise creative goal; (2) a literature review; (3) a statement defining 
creative goal, (4) the conceptualization and meaning of your project; (5) images of the 
designs supporting the creative goal; and (6) the process taken to fulfill the creative 
goal (7) project outcome. This presentation is held during the final exam, each person 
will have 5 minutes to present. (10% of the final grade)

Classroom Participation - 10% Attending the individual and group meeting prepared 
to discuss project process and attendance throughout the semester. 

Sketchbook - 10% A sketchbook is a record of your thinking and design process. 
It must be brought to every class. You will do thumbnail sketches of project ideas 
take notes and paste in handouts. It should include your writing, research, design 
investigations, successes and failures-in short, it should document how you got from 
point A to point Z in seventeen weeks (including all of your steps, even abandoned 
topics). You should work on the process book in tandem with your projects. It needs 
to be in chronological order and spiral bound). Your sketchbook needs to tell the story 
of your project process and will be examined and graded periodically throughout the 
course. The sketchbook is graded on neatness, completeness, and the demonstration 
of the process of idea development, research, type/image studies, concept 
development, quantity and quality of sketches with more than just one idea explored.  

Design Work - 40% Concept: Did the student solve the creative problem? Is the 
message clear and effective? Did the student challenge himself/herself? 

Design and Execution: Are the design principles and elements used effectively? Is 
there a clear visual hierarchy? Are color and type choices appropriate for the subject 
matter and audience? 

Exhibition - 20% Exhibit Presentation & Craftsmanship: Did the student present his 
or her design to the class on the due date? Did the student clearly present his/her 
objectives to the class during critique? Is the project free of spelling errors/typos? 
Is there an overall attention to detail? 

The exhibition is not just a pin up of your design work. It is to be an original 3-D 
design, a creative presentation of your thesis. A date will be provided to you for the 
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exhibit the project in support your creative goal.

Final Course Submissions 
1. Research Paper defending your creative goal.
2. Designed projects supporting creative goal
3. CD of all project components included for exhibit
4. Exhibition of work on expected date
5. Book highlighting your research, creative goal, and design work.(Prepare two) 

NOTE: In the CAPSTONE course there are ‘CHECKPOINTs’ every three/four weeks, 
should you fail to meet the checkpoint requirements you will not be able to continue to 
the exhibition stage and this will endanger your passing and/or graduating. Cheating 
will result in an “F” on the project. You are to be the sole author, artist, designer, 
creator of works submitted for Capstone, anything other than this is considered 
cheating/plagiarism. 

CLASS PARTICIPATION IN DISCUSSIONS 
Every week, everyone must contribute to discussions of the ideas we are reading 
about and discussing in class that week. The purpose of the discussion is to give you 
the opportunity to discuss with one another what you think about the ideas we are 
studying. Very good contribution to the quality of discussions may earn a bonus on the 
final course grade, while poor class participation will result in a reduction of the final 
course grade. The last day to withdraw with a “W” is Thursday, April 19, 2018

GRADING SYSTEM 
Assessment Grades / percentages Letter Percentage 

A  94-100%	 A- 90-93%	 B+ 87-89%		  B  84-86%		

B- 80-83%	 C+ 77-79%	 C  74-76%		  C- 70-73%		

D+ 67-69%	 D  64-66%	 D- 60-63%		  F  Below 63%		

FN  0-59%	

THE GRADING PROCESS: FOUR MAJOR CHECKPOINTS AND EXHIBITION
Note that the minimum requirement for a student to exhibit is achieving a “C-” or 
better in each Checkpoint. All Checkpoints are graded by rubric. 

***First checkpoint—1 and two above [18-27 March] {this schedule is subject to change}

A 60 days review before you go head with the exhibit. The review takes place during 
the mid semester review. This process is assessed in front of GDES faculty members. 
Student must present everything. printed and digital logo / identity elements / one 
digital element / 3 items of 2D elements / 1 three -dimentional element.  
Process book / style guide.
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Students must present all work during pre-jury review. This meeting will take place two 
weeks prior to initial set up. At this meeting,concept, ideation, direction is polished 
and you are working on printing your final design. Those who are behind will not be 
able to go beyond this stage. You must present your design as it would be displayed 
in the exhibition. Printed to size and prototype of final forms must be developed and 
presented at this review. You will not proceed with the exhibition if you do not have 
work to present and if the work is not adequate for the exhibition. 
Student must present everything in actual size. printed and digital logo / identity 
elements / one digital element / 3 items of 2D elements / 1 three -dimensional element 
/exhibition space ideas.  Process book / style guide.

All work finished, ready to exhibit. [May 4] (this is a tentative date)	
All receipts must be turned for all costs related to the project (and attached to the 
student’s own budget and estimates)

The Capstone Exhibition opening [5 May]  (this is a tentative date)
MAY 16-18 OPEN TO PUBLIC MAY 18 TEAR DOWN INSTALLATION 

CLASS POLICIES 
Attendance 
Exceeds project expectations and demonstrates intensive creative thought.
Meets project expectations and demonstrates creative thought.
Meets project expectations:
This class meets twice a week; you are expected to attend every class, to be prepared 
and to be on time. This is a studio class, meaning that the class will be almost 
completely focused on producing visual work, working in class and on the discussion 
of that work. For this reason it’s necessary that you bring new work to every session. 
Tardiness, not being prepared for class, excessive breaks and/or leaving class early will 
all be counted as class absences. 
When you miss class you remain responsible for everything that transpires AND 
for making sure that you are caught up and ready to participate in class when you 
return. After five (5) absences it is advised you drop the course. Students who do not 
withdraw should expect to fail the course. See the AUK Catalog for Attendance Policy.  

Plagiarism 
Plagiarism (having someone work on your assignment/s) will not be tolerated. 
(Plagiarism is grounds for dismissal from the University. See the Student Handbook 
regarding Academic Honesty.) 

Late Work 
Late assignments will be marked down one full letter grade per day late. After 4 days 
no credit will be given.  

CHANGES AND EDI-

TIONS TO SYLLABUS

The professor reserves 

the right to adjust the 

syllabus requirements 

and change other 

aspects of the course as 

necessary, in the inter-

est of a better learning 

experience for the class. 

Such changes will either 

be announced in class 

or posted to the class 

email list.
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Written assignments will be graded for form as well as content. Grammar and spelling 
errors can distort the message you are trying to communicate! As a result, such errors 
may lower your grade. Visit the Writing Center if you need help. Please note that 
written assignments may be submitted to Turnitin.com. 

Courtesies Expected
Mobile phones must be on quite mode during class. 
1. Students may not use their mobiles during class.
2. Cleaning up is something you do before leaving the studio. 
3. Disruptive or disrespectful behavior will not be tolerated. 

Disability Accommodations 
If you believe that you need accommodations for a disability, you are requested to 
contact Dr. Huda Shaaban (hshaaban@auk.edu.kw), in the Student Counseling Center 
(Located in front of Gate 2, between the Hangout and Academic Advising) to arrange 
an appointment to discuss your needs. You are also welcome to contact me to discuss 
your academic needs. However, since all disability-related accommodations require 
registration with the Student Counseling Center and are not applied retroactively, you 
should contact Dr. Huda Shaaban as soon as possible.
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deliverablees. This is a contract between you and the instructor. 

January 28		  syllabi ( course outline)
January 30	 	 Informative presentation  / what is your research question? 

February 4		  work in class (one-on-one) 
		  DUE: detail schedule 
February 6		  work in class (one-on-one)

February 11		 work in class (one-on-one)	
February 13		 work in class (one-on-one)

February 18		 work in class (critique)
February 20		 work in class (critique)

February 25		 (National and Liberation days university closed) 
February 27 	 (National and Liberation days university closed) 

March 4		  work in class
March 6		  work in class

March 11		  work in class (critique)
March 13		  work in class (critique)

March 18		  Midterm Exam (first check point)  
March 20		  Midterm Exam (first check point)

March 25		  Midterm Exam (first check point) 
March 27		  Midterm Exam (first check point) 

April 1 (Spring break)
April 3 (Spring break)

April 8		  work in class (critique)
April 10		  work in class (critique)

April 15		  work in class (critique)
April 17		  work in class (critique)

April 22		  2nd Jury Review
April 14		  2nd Jury Review

COURSE OUTLINE
*This schedule is subject to change| Check the moodl updates
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May 1		  2nd Jury Review
		  Promendate Opening 5 May

May 6 		  Promenade 	 (Ramadan begins)
May 8		  Promenade

May 13		  AUK Exhibition ( 12 May)
May 15

May 20		  meet one on one
May 22	 	 I will collect PDF of all project 
		  Professional photograph / document of the exhibition space 
		  Final process book 

May 27 		  (finals exams week) 
		  Give a final presentaition of your work and process.  
		  Highlight on the learning aspect of this creative development

May 29 	 	 (finals exams week)

		  The END! 
		  It was a pleasure having you in my course. 


