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AUK
AMERICAN
UNIVERSITY

of KUWAIT®
Course Number: GDES 315 Instructor: Maryam Hosseinnia
Course Title: History of Graphic Design Email: mhosseinnia@auk.edu.kw
Meeting Times: UT 8:00 — 9:15 am Office Hours: Office hours:
Location: G224 Monday 11:00 — 2:00 pm

Wednesday: 2:00 — 3:00 pm

The professor reserves the right to adjust the syllabus as necessary. Any changes to the schedule listed in
this syllabus will be announced ahead of time in class, via email, and online via the Moodle Class
Announcement Forum.

AUK MISSION STATEMENT:
The American University of Kuwait is a liberal arts institution dedicated to teaching, learning,
and scholarship. The university offers programs that provide students with the knowledge and skills

necessary for lifelong learning and professional success. AUK enriches society by fostering an environment
encouraging critical thinking, effective communication, personal growth, service, and leadership.

DEPARTMENT OF ART AND GRAPHIC DESIGN MISSION STATEMENT:
The Art and Graphic Design Department degree program offers a balance of theory and practice in the art

and science of visual communication. The program cultivates cultural and aesthetic sensibilities while
emphasizing critical thinking, analysis, and problem-solving through the teaching of design history,
methodology, and technologies to produce designers capable of producing meaningful designsin a diverse
global community.

COURSE DESCRIPTION:
This course explores the evolution of graphic design from the past to the present.

COURSE GOALS:

Major events and concepts throughout time have led to the development of design history as we know it
today. This history is traced from both cultural and critical perspectives that date from prehistoric art to
the latestimaginative designs. Students are introduced to the artists, innovations, and technologies that
have shaped the evolution of visual communication through lectures, presentations, discussions, and
creative projects.
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GDES DEPARTMENT OUTCOMES (PLOs):
1. Haveaworking knowledge of the connection between type, image, and other visual organization

principles based on an understanding of design history, theory, methodology, and cultural and
aesthetic differences.

2. Identify and solve communication problems and question predetermined solutions through
research, awareness of the critical perspectives in the evaluation of design, and qualitative and
guantitative analysis.

3. Implement a wide range of design technologies and develop design strategies through the
understanding and ability to use current software and new media.

4. Think, speak and write clearly and effectively, and communicate with precision and rhetorical force,
both generally and in design communications.

5. Demonstrate cultural sensitivity, ethical values, and the ability to design for a diverse and global
audience, while also understanding how audience/user values and behaviors are reflected in
the design.

6. Develop a portfolio, with an accompanying thesis and design rationale, that reflects the design
methodologies necessary to produce a body of work suitable for professional expectations.

7. Demonstrate divergent and convergent thinking in the integration of the formal, the
conceptual and the material, by using the elements and principles of design to effectively support
the project’s purpose.

COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES (CLOs): Upon successful completion of the course, students will be able to:

Course Learning Outcomes (CLOs) Corresponding
PLO(s)

CLO 1: Identify major designers and design movements that significantly PLOL 2,45

impacted graphic design.

CLO 2: Understand the chronology of graphic design periods, PLOL,2,4,5 7

movements and styles by placing them within the context of world events

CLO 3: Understand the impact of popular culture and changing PLO1,2,3,4,5,7

technologies on trends in graphic design.

CLO 4: Develop clear communication skills and vocabulary when discussing PLO1.2.3.4.5 7

graphic forms and design.

COURSE DELIVERY/METHODOLOGY:
For this course we will be meeting in-person two (2) days per week , course material will be presented through

lectures and readings should be done ahead of time. All course materials (such as PowerPoints, assignment
topics, study guides, etc.) will be posted on Moodle. All assignments must also be submitted through Moodle
by their respective deadlines. You will be completing the following evaluations for this course: sketchbook
project or presentations, written assignments submitted on Turnitin, and either a group debate or quiz
during Midterms. To successfully complete this course, you must complete readings ahead of time, post
regularly on the discussion forum when required, upload assignments by the posted due dates and times, and
actively participate in class discussions.
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REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS:

There is one required textbook for this course:

Meggs’ History of Graphic Design, 6" edition, by Philip B. Meggs.
https://auk.idm.oclc.org/login?url=https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/auk-
ebooks/detail.action?docID=4505417.

*Additional supplemental information regarding the artworks and time periods we will be studying/looking at
throughout the semester will be posted on Moodle as YouTube links each week.

EVALUATIONS AND GRADING:

Evaluation Type Weight Alignment with
CLOs/PLOs
Participation (attendance, submission of work on time, 10% ClLOs1,2,3,4&
feedback form participation) PLOs 1, 2,3,4,5
Quiz 4 (each count for 5 points) 20% CLOs1,2,3,4&
PLOs1,2,3,4,57
Pre/post test 10% ClLOs1,2,3,4&
PLOs1,2,3,4,57
Summary reflection writing (weekly assignments) 20% CLOs1,2,3,4&
PLOs1,2,3,4,57
Zine project (total 2) 10% ClL01,2,3,4&
PLOs1,2,3,4,5,7
Group Project 20% CLO1,2,3,4&
PLOs1,2,3,4,5,7
Total 100%

SEMESTER-LONG Summary Reflection:

- Write a summary reflection for each chapter section. This reflection is your
perspective/point of view and learning. It would be best to reference the chapter
reading, but the overall essence is what you took in. The total word count is 600 -800
typed. Submit on Moodle forum. The work is submitted on the day of the submission,
and NO late submission is accepted.

There will be 10 reflection summaries written up — Each summary write is 2 point (total
10 points), and work must be submitted onto Forum at the beginning of the class. The
forum will close at the end of class time. No late submission is accepted.

***| suggest taking good notes in class. Always have a pen and paper to write with (do
not use the laptop for classroom documentation).

SEMESTER Project:

- There will be one studio project (ZINE ). You can use paper or tracing paper; | invite you to use
your creativity to inform analogy.

In total, you submit four zines (every 2 points), along with that including a short reflection summary.

- One group project (total of two people). a series of informative posters, animation, or a combination
of print and motion). You may focus on one chapter, one artist, one period, or multiple chapters of
readings in chronological order. (max 3 minutes), graphic means to promote your zine. Finally, write
a reflective summary.
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AUK OFFICIAL GRADING SCALE:

Letter Grade Percentage University Points

A: excellent (exceptional work, exceeded A 94-100 4.0
expectations) B: good (went beyond A- 90-93 3.7
assignment requirements) B+ 87-89 3.3
C: satisfactory (assighment B 84-86 3.0
requirements met) B- 80-83 2.7
D: needs improvement (assignment C+ 77-79 23
requirements not fully met) F: C 74-76 2.0
unacceptable (minimum assignment C- 70-73 1.7
requirements not met) FN: failure for D+ 67-69 13
non-attendance D 64-66 1.0
D- 60-63 0.7

GRADES ARE NOT NEGOTIABLE F 0-59 0.0
FN 0-59 0.0

AUK ATTENDANCE POLICY:
Class attendance is taken every day and attendance is mandatory. Any student who misses more than 15% of
class sessions for any course during a semester should expect to fail, unless she/he submits documented

evidence to the course instructor of inpatient medical care, death of an immediate family member,
academic instructional activities, or national athletic activities. If excused, students are required to satisfy all
coursework due or assigned during their absence as determined by the course instructor; this includes
catching up on any missed material and being prepared to participate in class discussions. If a student does
not submit documented evidence for her/his absence exceeding the limit, it is the student’s responsibility to
withdraw from the course by the specified deadline, as indicated on the academic calendar. Students who
withdraw from a course receive a grade of “W”. Students who do not withdraw from a course nor submit
supporting documents for excessive absences will receive a grade of “FN” (failure for non- attendance).

For more information on the AUK attendance policy, please refer to the ‘Academic Policies’ section of the
2022-2023 AUK Academic Catalog on the AUK website (https://www.auk.edu.kw/about-auk/office-of-
public-affairs/auk- publications/catalog/academic-catalog-2021-2022).

Tardiness:

Tardiness is to be avoided at all costs as it is disruptive to the class. Students arriving late, leaving early
(whether in person online) will be marked appropriately. Students remain fully responsible for anything that
transpires in any class/class time they miss.

CODE OF ACADEMIC HONESTY AND INEGRITY:

Upon admission to the American University of Kuwait, students agree to act responsibly in all areas of
academic, personal and social conduct and to take full responsibility for their individual and collective action.
Such regulations are found in the American University of Kuwait Catalogue, Student Handbook, and the
AUK website at www.auk.edu.kw.

Any question of interpretation regarding the Code of Academic Honesty and Integrity shall be reported to
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the appropriate academic dean. The Code shall be reviewed annually at the discretion of the academic
deans. Any student or student organization found to have committed the cited violations or misconduct,
either on or off campus, is subject to the disciplinary sanctions outlined in adjudication procedures.

University-level work should be a thoughtful reflection and assessment of the published materials you
have gathered for study, written in your own words, not merely a cut and paste of that material. Reflection
and summary represent critical thinking skills; cut and paste constitutes plagiarism. Intentional plagiarism is a
form of intellectual theft that violates widely recognized principles of academic integrity. Plagiarism may
occur with respect to unpublished as well as published material. Please refer to the 2021-2022 AUK Academic
Catalog (https://www.auk.edu.kw/about-auk/office-of-public-affairs/auk- publications/catalog/academic-
catalog-2021-2022).

* Intentional Plagiarism: Intentional plagiarism is the deliberate act of representing the words, ideas, or
data of anotherasone's own without providing proper attribution tothe author through quotation,
reference, or footnote.

* Inadvertent Plagiarism: Inadvertent plagiarism involves the inappropriate, but nondeliberate, use of
another's words, ideas, or data without proper attribution, usually from ignorant failure to follow
rules for documenting sources or from simply not being careful in research and writing. Inadvertent
plagiarism is a form of academic misconduct. Students who are in doubt as to whether they are
providing proper attribution should consult with their instructor for guidance.

* Multiple Submission: Multiple submission is the use of work previously submitted at this or any other
institution to fulfill academic requirements in this or another class. For example, using a paper from
an English class for an Art History class is Academic Fraud. Slightly altered work that has been
resubmitted is also considered to be fraudulent.

Examples of plagiarism include:

1. Direct Plagiarism - The verbatim copying of an original source without

acknowledging the source.

2. Paraphrased Plagiarism - The paraphrasing, without acknowledgment, of ideas from
another that the reader might mistake for your own.

3. Plagiarism Mosaic - The borrowing of words, ideas, or data from an original source and
blending this original material with one's own without acknowledging the source.

4. Insufficient Acknowledgment - The partial orincomplete attribution of words, ideas, or
data from an original source.

Source: https://catalog.byu.edu/policy/academic-honesty

Plagiarism:

The term “plagiarism” includes, but is not limited to, an attempt of an individual to claim the work of
another as the product of his or her own thoughts regardless of whether that work has been published.
Plagiarism includes, but is not limited to, quoting improperly or paraphrasing text or other written
materials without proper citation on an exam, term paper, homework, or other written material submitted
toaninstructor as one’s own work. Plagiarism also includes handingin a paper to an instructor that was
purchased from a term paper service or downloaded from the Internet and presenting another person’s
academic work as one’s own.
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Cheating:

The term “cheating” includes but is not limited to, copying homework assignments from another student;
working together with another individual on a take-home test or homework when not approved by the
instructor, looking at and/or copying text, notes or another person’s paper during an examination when
not permitted to do so. Cheating also includes giving work information to another student to be copied
and/or used as his or her own. This includes but is not limited to giving someone answers to exam questions
either when the exam is being given or after having taken an exam; informing another student of specific
guestionsthat appear or have appeared on an exam in the same academic semester; giving or selling aterm
paper, report, project, or other restricted written materials to another student.

ACADEMIC SUPPORT:
Learning Support Services focuses on empowering students to become independent and successful

learners by developing their literacy skills, enhancing their understanding, and helping them improve their
academic and study skills. Learning Support Services is comprised of two centers: the Tutoring Center and
the Writing Center. The Tutoring Center provides free academic support in various subjects to AUK student.
Email: tutoringcenter@auk.edu.kw.

The Writing Center provides multilingual support (English, Arabic, French, and Spanish) through individual
or small-group consultations. Email: writingcenter@auk.edu.kw

DISABILITY ACCOMMODATIONS:
AUK provides an equal and inclusive educational environment in order to enable all students to meet and

perform requisite academic standards and to participate in the opportunities and activities of its
community. If you believe you can benefit from accommodations for a learning, physical, or mental health
disability, click here to book a session through the Counseling Center/Disability Services Booking Page, to ask

about disability services at AUK, initiate an accommodation plan, or receive disability services. You can also
email counseling@auk.edu.kw if you need assistance in booking a session.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS & CLASS PARTICIPATION:
Students are expected to actively participate in all class activities, whether synchronous or asynchronous.

This includes taking notes, discussion topics, forum participation/posting, remaining reasonably attentive
and responsive, etc. Moodle is the main gateway to access eLearning at AUK and is available online here.

It is understood, and expected, that students use Moodle to access class information, supplements, and their
AUK email for communication (see Communication Policy below).

LATE AND MISSING WORK POLICY:
Any assignments submitted late (after the due date) will drop one letter grade for each day it is

late. It is the student’s responsibility to ensure all work is submitted on time.

MAKE-UP WORK POLICY:
Students who have missed a deadline due to an excusable reason have one (1) week to complete the

assignment without being penalized. If the assignment is not turned in within the week deadline,
the grade drops one letter grade for each day it is late.
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COMMUNICATION POLICY:
Students must use their official AUK email account when communicating with their professor(s). Please write your

full name and indicate which class (and section) you are taking when you send an email. If you have a question,
please check the syllabus first, and if your question still needsto be answered there, then send an email. |
respond to questions via email or posted on the discussion forum within 24-48 hours of receiving them; if |
do not respond within this timeframe, please re-send the email. Please note | normally respond during these
working hours: 10AM-6PM, Sunday-Thursday. Emails sent on weekends will be answered at my earliest
opportunity on Sunday.

TECHNOLOGY ISSUES:
All assignments must be submitted through Moodle. However, you may need help submitting an assignment

due to technology or internet issues. If such a situation arises and you cannot submit your assignment through
Moodle, please email me at mhosseinnia@auk.edu.kw and include the completed assignment. Please make

sure that you email the assignment before the deadline as this documents that you did finish everything by
the due date and time, but that you had a technology issue (please identify). This will ensure that your
assignment will be accepted, and you will not receive a late penalty. Once the technological issue is resolved,
please upload your assignment to Moodle as required. Always be sure to save your files frequently and keep
backups of your assignments.
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Sunday-Tuesday Classes
TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE*:
*The professor reserves the right to adjust the syllabus as necessary. Any changes to the schedule listed below

will be announced ahead of time in class, via email, and online via the Moodle Class Announcement Forum.

February
Week 1 Feb 5 Introduction & syllabus review
Feb 7 Syllabus review
Pretest Quiz
Week 2 Feb 12 o The invention of writing
Pretest Quiz
Feb 14 o Alphabets
Week 3 Feb 19 University closed-Prophet’s Ascension
Feb 21 o llluminated Manuscripts
Visit to the Tareq Rajab Museum
Week 4 Spring Break
March
Week 5 March 5 o  Writing and printing in China
o From Gutenburg to Bodoni
o Reflection summary #1
March 7
o Industrial Revolution and the rise of urban mass
communication
Week 6 March 12 o The Arts & Crafts Movement and its Heritage
o Quiz number 1
o Reflection summary #2
March 14 o The advent of graphic design
Week 7 March 19 o Art Nouveau
o The genesis of 20" century
o Reflection summary #3
March 21
o The genesis of 20*" century
Week 8 March 26 **ZINE submission 8 — 12 pages + reflection summary
March 28 o Pictorial modernism
o Reflection summary #4
April
Week 9 April 2
April 4 o The New Language of Form
Week 10 April 9 o TheBauhaus and the New Typography

o Reflection summary #5
Quiz number 2
April 11 o The Modern Movement in America

Reflection summary #6
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Week 11 April 16 o The International Typographic Style
o Reflection summary #7
April 18
Week 12 Eid EI-Fitr (University Closed)
Week 13 April 30 o The New York School
May
May 2 o Corporate Identity and Visual Systems
Quiz3
Week 14 May 7 Reflection summary #8
May 9 o Postmodern design
Week 15 May 14 o Reflection summary #9
May 16 o National vision global dialogue
o Reflection summary #10
Week 16 May 21 o QuUIZ4
May 23 Group work
Week 17 May 28 Work in class
May 30 Postest quiz
ZIN final production submission
Summary reflection bits and pieces of storytelling
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