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Instructor: Doa Alnajadah E-mail: dalnajadah@auk.edu.kw 
Office location: G305 Office hours: UTR 10:00-11:00am 
Class meeting location:  B207 Class meeting times: UTR 9:00am 

 
AUK Mission Statement: The American University of Kuwait is a liberal arts institution 
dedicated to teaching, learning, and scholarship. The University offers programs that provide 
students with the knowledge and skills necessary for lifelong learning and professional success. 
AUK enriches society by fostering an environment that encourages critical thinking, effective 
communication, personal growth, service, and leadership. 

Department Mission Statement: The Department of Communication and Media educates 
students to be ethical, analytical, and creative leaders in a multimedia and multicultural society. 
Providing a first-class liberal arts education to undergraduates, the COMM major is designed to 
help students become better consumers and producers of public information, strengthen their 
understanding of the role of communication in their personal, professional, and civic lives, and 
prepare them for private and public-sector leadership positions in communication-related and 
other fields. 

Catalog Course Description: This class examines the issues and concepts involved in the initial 
study of the mass media (television, radio, newspapers, magazines and interactive outlets) and 
how they impact the individual and society.   

Course Description: This course is intended to provide a broad foundation for examining the 
form, content, and consequences of mass communication, media and culture. The course 
introduces media industries from both a historical and contemporary perspective, covers the 
prominent theories that characterize mass media functions and effects, and addresses pertinent 
issues in mediated communication. COMM 101 is based primarily on Western media systems 
and practices, but classroom discussions will incorporate local and regional experiences where 
possible. 

As students, you will be introduced to intellectual tools that will enable you to be more critical 
consumers of media and given opportunities to practice applying those tools. This course also 
explores the possible ways of thinking about mass communication and the social and cultural 
influences of the media in contemporary societies.   

Course Learning Outcomes:  Upon successful completion of the course, students will be able 
to: 

▪ Engage in a critical process of describing, analyzing, interpreting, and evaluating media 
▪ Gain knowledge about the history, development, and structure of media industries 
▪ Explore the impact of media on society 
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Course Delivery/Methodology: Students are to complete assigned readings prior to attending 
class. You will be expected to interact in class and contribute to discussions. There is little time 
to fall behind. Please plan ahead and come to class prepared. I encourage you to ask me for 
help on any of your assignments or related issues. I am willing to meet with you to work 
through the development of your ideas. Moreover, if you are having trouble with course 
material, or if external factors are interfering with your performance, please contact me before a 
serious problem occurs. I expect you, as an adult, to approach me about these matters. Please 
do not have a parent, guardian, sibling, spouse or friend speak to me on your behalf. You are 
responsible for your own performance. Material will be presented through lectures, discussions 
and videos. All course material will be posted on Moodle. All assignments must also be 
submitted through Moodle and Grade Book. 

Required Textbook/Required Readings: Baran, Stanley, J. (2020). Introduction to Mass 
Communication: Media Literacy and Culture (11th Ed.). New York: Mc-Graw Hill 
International. 

This is an e-book with accompanying assignments and quizzes.   

Evaluations and Grading: The final grade for the semester will be weighted as follows: 

Evaluation Type Weight 
Classroom participation (attendance, 
contribution to discussion) 

10%   
 

Chapter Assessments  30% 
 

Quizzes 25% 
Discussion Assignment  10% 

 
Research Project Paper & Presentation  25% 

 
Total 100% 

 
Assignments should be submitted either through Moodle or Grade Book.  

AUK Official Grading Scale:  

Letter Grade Percentage University Points 
A 94-100 4.0 
A- 90-93 3.7 
B+ 87-89 3.3 
B 84-86 3.0 
B- 80-83 2.7 
C+ 77-79 2.3 
C 74-76 2.0 
C- 70-73 1.7 
D+ 67-69 1.3 
D 64-66 1.0 
D- 60-63 0.7 
F 0-59 0.0 
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AUK Attendance Policy: Any student who misses more than 15% of class sessions of any 
course during a semester should expect to fail, unless she/he submits documented evidence to 
the course instructor of inpatient medical care, death of an immediate family member, 
academic instructional activities, or national athletic activities. If excused, students are required 
to satisfy all coursework due or assigned during their absence as determined by the course 
instructor. If a student does not submit documented evidence for her/his absence exceeding the 
limit, it is the student’s responsibility to withdraw from the course by the specified deadline, as 
indicated on the academic calendar. Students who withdraw from a course receive a grade of 
“W”. Students who do not withdraw from a course nor submit supporting documents for 
excessive absences will receive a grade of “FN” (failure for non-attendance). 

Code of Academic Honesty and Integrity: Upon admission to the American University of 
Kuwait, students agree to act responsibly in all areas of academic, personal and social conduct 
and to take full responsibility for their individual and collective action. Such regulations are 
found in the American University of Kuwait Catalogue, Student Handbook, and the AUK 
website at www.auk.edu.kw. Any question of interpretation regarding the code of academic 
honesty and Integrity shall be reported to the appropriate academic dean.  The Code shall be 
reviewed annually at the discretion of the academic deans. Any student or student organization 
found to have committed the cited violations or misconduct, either on or off campus, is subject 
to the disciplinary sanctions outlined in adjudication procedures. 

Plagiarism: The term “plagiarism” includes, but is not limited to, an attempt of an individual 
to claim the work of another as the product of his or her own thoughts regardless of whether 
that work has been published. Plagiarism includes, but is not limited to, quoting improperly or 
paraphrasing text or other written materials without proper citation on an exam, term paper, 
homework, or other written material submitted to an instructor as one’s own work. Plagiarism 
also includes handing in a paper to an instructor that was purchased from a term paper service 
or downloaded from the Internet and presenting another person’s academic work as one’s 
own. 

Cheating: The term “cheating” includes but is not limited to, copying homework assignments 
from another student; working together with another individual on a take-home test or 
homework when not approved by the instructor, looking at and/or copying text, notes or 
another person’s paper during an examination when not permitted to do so. Cheating also 
includes the giving of work information to another student to be copied and/or used as his or 
her own. This includes but is not limited to giving someone answers to exam questions either 
when the exam is being given or after having taken an exam; informing another student of 
specific questions that appear or have appeared on an exam in the same academic semester; 
giving or selling a term paper, report, project or other restricted written materials to another 
student.  

Academic Support: Learning Support Services focuses on empowering students to become 
independent and successful learners by developing their literacy skills, enhancing their 
understanding, and helping them improve their academic and study skills. Learning Support  

about:blank
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Services is comprised of two centers: the Tutoring Center and the Writing Center. The 
Tutoring Center provides free academic support in various subjects to AUK student. Email: 
tutoringcenter@auk.edu.kw. 

The Writing Center provides multilingual support (English, Arabic, French, and Spanish) 
through individual or small-group consultations. Email: writingcenter@auk.edu.kw. 

Disability Accommodations: AUK provides equal and inclusive educational environment in 
order to enable all students to meet and perform requisite academic standards and to 
participate in the opportunities and activities of its community. If you believe you can benefit 
from accommodations for a learning, physical, or mental health disability, click here to book a 
session through the Counseling Center/Disability Services Booking Page, to ask about 
disability services at AUK, initiate an accommodation plan, or receive disability services. You 
can also email counseling@auk.edu.kw if you need assistance in booking a session. 

Course Policies/Student Responsibilities:  

▪ Be on time to Zoom/class meetings and make sure you attend and participate regularly 
▪ Check your AUK email regularly to receive all relevant announcements and 

communication  
▪ Be professional and careful with your online interaction. Proper address for faculty is by formal 

title such as Professor or Dr. 
▪ When writing, use formal, respectful, professional language and double-check 

spelling/grammar function before sending/posting. This applies to emails, typing on Zoom 
chat, posting on discussion boards, assignments, or any other form of writing you will complete 
within the context of this course 

▪ Cite all quotes, references, and sources 
▪ It is not appropriate to forward someone else’s messages or emails without their permission 
▪ Recording Zoom sessions is prohibited. 

 
Communication Policy: When using email, please be sure to write your full name and indicate 
which class and section you are taking (COMM 101, UTR/9am, 04 ). If you have a question, 
please check the syllabus first and if your question is not answered there, then please feel free 
to send an email and I will be happy to clarify. I respond to emails within 24 hours of receiving 
them except on weekends. 

Technology Issues: All assignments must be submitted through Moodle. However, you may 
experience trouble submitting an assignment due to technology or internet issues. If such a 
situation does arise and you are unable to submit your assignment through Moodle, please 
send me an email at dalnajadah@auk.edu.kw and include the completed assignment. Please 
make sure that you email me the assignment before the deadline as this documents that you 
did finish everything by the due date and time, but that you just had a technology issue. This 
will ensure that your assignment will be accepted, and you will not receive a late penalty. Once 
the technology or internet issue is resolved, please upload the assignment to Moodle. In 
general, always be sure to frequently save your files and keep backups of your assignments. 

  

mailto:tutoringcenter@auk.edu.kw
about:blank
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/AUKCounselingCenter@aukmail.onmicrosoft.com/bookings/s/M9S9QHYoOk6pT9HpV85mMw2
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/AUKCounselingCenter@aukmail.onmicrosoft.com/bookings/s/M9S9QHYoOk6pT9HpV85mMw2
mailto:counseling@auk.edu.kw
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Course Schedule 

Week  Topic Assignments and Readings 
1 
 

Introduction and course overview – Meet & Greet 
Review of syllabus and course outline 
 

 

2 
 

Definition of basic media terminology 
Topic: Media, literacy and culture 
 

Reading: Chapter 1 

3 Topic: Perspectives on mass communication 
 
Convergence and modern media 
 

Reading: Chapter 2 

4 Topic: Print Media 
 
Newspapers and the rise of modern journalism 
(bring a copy of a newspaper) 
 
 
 

Reading: Chapter 4 
 
 
 

5 Magazines in the age of specialization (bring a copy 
of a magazine) 
 

Reading: Chapter 5  
 

6 Movies and the impact of images 
 

Reading: Chapter 6 

7 Popular radio and the origins of broadcasting 
Sound recording and music 
 

Reading: Chapter 7  
 

8 Television and the power of visual communication 
 

Reading: Chapter 8 
 

9 The Internet and the World Wide Web 
 
 

Reading: Chapter 10 

10 Public relations 
 

Reading: Chapter 11  
 

11 Advertising and commercial culture (bring an ad to 
share with the rest of the class) 
 

Reading: Chapter 12 

12 Theories and effects of mass communication 
 

Reading: Chapter 13 

13 Student presentations 
 14 

15 
16 Submit final paper 

Syllabus Changes: There may be changes to the schedule and syllabus during the semester. 
When this happens, I will inform you in class and over.  
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Research Paper Guidelines 

Content 

Develop a research paper using one Communication and Media topic from within the media 
forms we studied during the semester.  

Your paper should include the following: 

1. Introduction of Communication and Media topic 

2. Research findings 

3. Definition of medium 

4. History of medium 

5. Current trends and developments 

6. Any other useful information 

▪ Use textbook as a source in addition to at least 3 other scholarly sources 

▪ Use library resources 

Format Guidelines  

▪ 3-5 pages, double spaced text, excluding sources 

▪ Default margins on Microsoft Word 

▪ Times New Roman 12-point font 

▪ Cover page including 

▪ Student Name| Student ID 

▪ Course Name – Section 

▪ Instructor Name 

▪ Assessment Year (Fall 2022-23) 

▪ Start at top of page 

▪ Use in-text citations 

▪ Use Works Cited Page 

 

Submission date: January 12, 2023 at 9:00am on Moodle 

 

Final Research Paper Template 
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Student Name | Student ID 

Course Name-Section 

Instructor Name 

Fall 2022 

 

 

Assignment Title 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



54 
 

Introduction 

 

Research Findings 

 

Definition 

 

History  

 

Current Trends and Developments  

 

Conclusion 

 

References  
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COMM 101 Final Research Paper Rubric    
Student Name: ___________________ 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
      Grade:__________ 

 

Category 

 

Scoring Criteria 

 

Score 

 

Overall 
Score 

 

 

 

 

Content 

 

Appropriate media selected and examined THOROUGHLY for ALL possible components. 30  

 

 

30 
Appropriate media selected and examined ADEQUATELY for ALL possible components. 24 

Media selected almost covered assignment components OR more detailed information was needed 
throughout the paper. 

18 

Most of the assignment components were not covered effectively. 12 

Media selected did follow assignment instructions. 6 

 

 

Knowledge 

 

Uses appropriate, relevant, and compelling content to illustrate mastery of the subject, conveying 
the writer's understanding of their chosen media form.  

30  

 

 

30 

Uses appropriate, relevant, and compelling content to explore ideas within the context of the 
assignment. 

25 

Uses appropriate and relevant content to develop and explore ideas. 20 

Fails to connect ideas to the larger society or connection could have been stronger. 15 

Uses appropriate and relevant content to develop simple ideas. 10 

Connections and ideas not provided or aren’t relevant to assignment details. 5 

 

 

 

Sources 

 

Uses textbook and at least 3 other scholarly sources.  20  

 

 

20 

Uses textbook and at least 2 other scholarly sources and 1 questionable source. 16 

Does not use textbook OR most scholarly sources should be reevaluated.  12 

More scholarly sources are needed 8 

Sources not provided OR aren't acceptable for college level work. 4 

 

 

 

Essay Details 

Student followed all essay details.  10  

 

 

10 

Students followed missed 1-2 essay.  8 

Student missed 3-4 essay details.  6 

Student missed 5-6 essay details.  4 

Student missed more than 6 essay details. 2 

 

 

 

Syntax and Me 

 

Uses graceful language that skillfully communicates meaning to readers with clarity and fluency and 
is virtually error-free.  

10  

 

 

10 

Uses straightforward language that generally conveys meaning to readers.  8 

The language in the essay has few errors.  6 

The essay has many errors, but they don't impede meaning. Uses language that sometimes impedes 
meaning because of errors in usage. 

4 

Too many mistakes. Errors impede meaning too often in paper. 2 
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