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AUK Mission Statement: 
 
The American University of Kuwait is a liberal arts institution dedicated to teaching, 
learning, and scholarship. The University offers programs that provide students with 
the knowledge and skills necessary for lifelong learning and professional success. AUK 
enriches society by fostering an environment that encourages critical thinking, effective 
communication, personal growth, service, and leadership.  
 
 
Department/College Mission Statement: 
 
The Department of Arabic and Foreign Languages aims to develop the skills of students 
in Arabic, French, and Spanish. It seeks to introduce students to the extraordinarily rich 
Arabic literary heritage and to develop skills of close reading, critical thinking, and 
creative writing. It furthermore strives to encourage creativity, analytical skills, and 
research capacity, as well as to motivate students to become active members of their 
larger communities.  
 
 
Course Description:  
 
This course examines works of Arab women writers, exploring a range of literary genres 
including novels, short stories, poetry, and criticism. The selected works will be drawn 
from both canonical and not-so canonical authors, providing students with a 
comprehensive understanding of the diverse voices and perspectives within Arab 
women’s literature. The course explores the themes and motifs that are central to the 
works of these writers, such as among others gender, identity politics, social justice, 
resistance, love and sexuality, and mother-daughter relationships. Throughout the 
course, students will engage in critical analysis and interpretation of the texts, 
developing their skills in close reading and literary analysis. The course is taught in 
Arabic, providing students with the opportunity to strengthen their language skills 
while also gaining a deeper appreciation for the nuances of the Arabic language and its 
literary tradition. A grade of “C-” or better must be earned to pass this course.  
 
 
Course Learning Outcomes:  
 
Upon successful completion of the course, students will be able to: 
 

1. Identify key terms and understand the political, religious, and cultural context of 
gender, sexuality, and identity in the Arab world;  
 

2. Develop a critical understanding of the themes and issues central to Arab 
women’s literature;  

 
3. Engage in comparative analyses of Arab women writings across different periods 

and regions;  
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4. Identify the major cultural factors shaping some writers’ feminist attitudes;  

 
5. Develop close reading skills of literary and critical texts.   

 
 
Course Delivery/Methodology:  
 
We will be meeting in-person twice a week, and material will be presented through 
lectures and assigned readings done ahead of time. All course material, aside from 
supplemental readings, will be posted on Moodle, which can be accessed at 
lms.auk.edu.kw. Weekly schedules will be updated regularly on Moodle.  
 
 
Required Readings: All required readings will be made available on Moodle.  
 
 
Evaluations and Grading 
 
Evaluation Type Weight Notes  
Participation  20%  

 
Attendance impacts the 
participation portion of the grade 
 

Presentation  30%  
 

Sign-up on Moodle TBA 
Due dates: Weeks 12-15  
 

2 Exams  
 

50% (25% each)  
 

Exam 1: Oct 22 
Exam 2: Dec 3 
 

Total  100%  
 

 

 
 
Classroom Expectations and Assignments  
 

• Participation: Students are expected to come to class having read all the 
assigned texts, and ready to participate in discussion.  

 
• Exams: in class, on paper, entire session. Question types: Multiple choice,  

True/False, and/or short answers. Material covered: TBA in class & via email.  
 

• 15-min Presentation: Students will present in groups of 3 or in pairs (i.e. approx. 
8-min each) and select a woman writer from a list and review one of her 
books/texts. Sign-up sheet available on Moodle. Presentation Guide: TBA in class 
& via email.  

 
 
Class Policies: 
 

• Attendance is mandatory and impacts the participation portion of the grade. You 
only have 3 excused absences. Tardiness will not be tolerated. Refer to the “AUK 
Attendance Policy” below.  
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•  Missing an exam will result in a 0.  
 

• Cheating and plagiarism will result in a 0 on the assignment. Refer to 
“Plagiarism” and “Cheating” below.  

 
• All assignments must be turned in on the specified due date. Extensions are 

granted only at the instructor’s discretion. Any late work will be graded with a 
reduced score.  
 

• Exam and presentation grades are posted to Moodle. Students will receive an 
automated notification to check their accounts.  
 

• Participation grades are not posted to Moodle. Students may utilize the last office 
hours to discuss their grades and where they stand in class.  

 
• Students are responsible for taking notes in class and highlighting the important 

material. Students are advised to utilize office hours for specific questions or 
reach out via email.  
 

• Students who miss class for any reason are responsible for all homework and 
assignments missed and for making sure they are up-to-date with all materials 
and ready to participate in class.  

 
• Any student misconduct will not be tolerated. Students will be asked to leave 

class and marked absent for the day: (i.e. side conversations; using cell phones; 
interrupting the instructor or other students; monopolizing class discussion and 
refusing to defer to instructor, or listen to others; entering late/leaving early, 
moving about the classroom; filming, photographing, or taping the class).  
 

 
AUK Official Grading Scale 
 

Letter Grade Percentage University Points 
A 94-100 4.0 
A- 90-93 3.7 
B+ 87-89 3.3 
B 84-86 3.0 
B- 80-83 2.7 
C+ 77-79 2.3 
C 74-76 2.0 
C- 70-73 1.7 
D+ 67-69 1.3 
D 64-66 1.0 
D- 60-63 0.7 
F 0-59 0.0 

 
 
AUK Attendance Policy 
 
Attendance affects the participation portion of the grade. Any student who misses more 
than 15% (3) of class sessions of any course during a semester should expect to fail, 
unless she/he submits documented evidence to the course instructor of inpatient medical 
care, death of an immediate family member, academic instructional activities, or 
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national athletic activities. If excused, students are required to satisfy all coursework 
due or assigned during their absence as determined by the course instructor. If a student 
does not submit documented evidence for her/his absence exceeding the limit, it is the 
student’s responsibility to withdraw from the course by the specified deadline, as 
indicated on the academic calendar. Students who withdraw from a course receive a 
grade of “W”. Students who do not withdraw from a course nor submit supporting 
documents for excessive absences will receive a grade of “FN” (failure for non-
attendance).  
 
 
Code of Academic Honesty and Integrity 
 
Upon admission to the American University of Kuwait, students agree to act responsibly 
in all areas of academic, personal and social conduct and to take full responsibility for 
their individual and collective action. Such regulations are found in the American 
University of Kuwait Catalogue, Student Handbook, and the AUK website at 
www.auk.edu.kw. Any question of interpretation regarding the code of academic honesty 
and Integrity shall be reported to the appropriate academic dean.  The Code shall be 
reviewed annually at the discretion of the academic deans. Any student or student 
organization found to have committed the cited violations or misconduct, either on or off 
campus, is subject to the disciplinary sanctions outlined in adjudication procedures. 
 
 
Plagiarism 
 
The term “plagiarism” includes, but is not limited to, an attempt of an individual to 
claim the work of  another as the product of his or her own thoughts regardless of 
whether that work has been published. Plagiarism includes, but is not limited to, 
quoting improperly or paraphrasing text or other written materials without proper 
citation on an exam, term paper, homework, or other written material submitted to an 
instructor as one’s own work. Plagiarism also includes handing in a paper to an 
instructor that was purchased from a term paper service or downloaded from the 
Internet and presenting another person’s academic work as one’s own.  
 
 
Cheating 
 
The term “cheating” includes but is not limited to, copying homework assignments from 
another student; working together with another individual on a take-home test or 
homework when not approved by the instructor, looking at and/or copying text, notes or 
another person’s paper during an examination when not permitted to do so. Cheating 
also includes the giving of work information to another student to be copied and/or used 
as his or her own. This includes but is not limited to giving someone answers to exam 
questions either when the exam is being given or after having taken an exam; informing 
another student of specific questions that appear or have appeared on an exam in the 
same academic semester; giving or selling a term paper, report, project or other 
restricted written materials to another student.  
 
 
Academic Support 
 
Learning Support Services focuses on empowering students to become independent and 
successful learners by developing their literacy skills, enhancing their understanding, 

http://www.auk.edu.kw/
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and helping them improve their academic and study skills. Learning Support Services is 
comprised of two centers: the Tutoring Center and the Writing Center. The Tutoring 
Center provides free academic support in various subjects to AUK student. Email: 
tutoringcenter@auk.edu.kw. 
 
The Writing Center provides multilingual support (English, Arabic, French, and 
Spanish) through individual or small-group consultations. Email: 
writingcenter@auk.edu.kw  
 
 
Disability Accommodations 
 
AUK provides equal and inclusive educational environment in order to enable all 
students to meet and perform requisite academic standards and to participate in the 
opportunities and activities of its community. If you believe you can benefit from 
accommodations for a learning, physical, or mental health disability, click here to book a 
session through the Counseling Center/Disability Services Booking Page, to ask about 
disability services at AUK, initiate an accommodation plan, or receive disability 
services. You can also email counseling@auk.edu.kw if you need assistance in booking a 
session. 
 
 
Make-Up Work Policy: At the discretion of the instructor.  
 
 
Communication Policy 
 
Make sure to use your official AUK email account, write your full name, and indicate 
which class and section you are taking when you send me an email. If you have a 
question, please check the syllabus first and if your question is not answered there, then 
please feel free to send an email. I respond to questions via email within 24 hours of 
receiving them; if I do not respond within 24 hours, please re-send the email. Emails 
sent on weekends will be responded to on Sunday.  
 
In your email communication with me, please use proper English, refrain from using 
emojis, and word your emails according to the following:  
 
Subject: Your Name, ARAB313-Section # 
 
Dear Professor,  
 
I trust you are well.  I write to ……………  
 
Best, 
Your name  
 
 
Technology Issues 
 
All assignments must be submitted through Moodle. However, you may experience 
trouble submitting an assignment due to technology or internet issues. If such a 
situation does arise and you are unable to submit your assignment through Moodle, 
please send me an email at ealshammari@auk.edu.kw and include the completed 

mailto:writingcenter@auk.edu.kw
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/AUKCounselingCenter@aukmail.onmicrosoft.com/bookings/s/M9S9QHYoOk6pT9HpV85mMw2
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/AUKCounselingCenter@aukmail.onmicrosoft.com/bookings/s/M9S9QHYoOk6pT9HpV85mMw2
mailto:counseling@auk.edu.kw
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assignment. Please make sure that you email me the assignment before the deadline as 
this documents that you did finish everything by the due date and time, but that you 
just had a technology issue. This will ensure that your assignment will be accepted, and 
you will not get a 0. Once the technology or internet issue is resolved, please upload the 
assignment to Moodle. In general, always be sure to frequently save your files and keep 
backups of your assignments.  
 
 
Syllabus Changes: This syllabus is subject to change. When this happens, I will inform 
you in class and/or over email.  
 
 
Tentative Course Schedule 

 
Week  Required Assigned Reading(s) 
Week 1 ةأرلما بدأ تايادب 

W Sept. 17 قاسلما طّطمخ ةشقانم 
Week 2 ةأرلما بدأ تايادب  

M Sept. 22 - ةباتكلاو ةأرلما باتك نم ،"بدلأاو ىثنلأا" ،دوعسمنب ةديشر رظنا:   
 ؛١٠-٧ ،يلهالجا رصعلا حملامو ةمMدقلما .١

W Sept. 24 بدلأاو ىثنلأا" ،دوعسمنب ةديشر رظنا": 
 ؛١٣-١٠ ،يوملأاو يملاسلإا رصعلا .٢
؛١٤-١٣ ،يساMبعلا رصعلا .٣  

Week 3 ةأرلما بدأ تايادب  
M Sept. 29  بدلأاو ىثنلأا" ،دوعسمنب ةديشر رظنا": 

 .١٨-١٤ ،يسلدنلأا رصعلا .٤
W Oct. 1  بدلأاو ىثنلأا" ،دوعسمنب ةديشر رظنا": 

 .)طقف ةحفصلا ىلعأ ةرقفلا ةياf لىإ( ٣٣-٢٠ ةضهنلا رصع .٥
Week 4 ةغللاو ةأرلما / يئاسنلا بدلأا حلطصم  

M Oct. 6 عيراشلما تاداشرإ شقاننس ّثم هدنع انفقوت يذلا عضولما نم ةضهنلا رصع لمكنس 
  )اًبيرق لييملاا برع ليصافتلا( تايمدقتلا/ةيئاهنلا

W Oct. 8 رحتلا ةأرلما باتك نم ،"يئاسنلا بدلأا حلطصم في" ،ديعس ةدلاخ رظناMعادبلإا ر، 
 ؛٨٧-٨٥

Week 5 ةغللاو ةأرلما  
M Oct. 13 يئاسنلا ةباتكلا حلطصم" ،دوعسمنب ةديشر رظناMةأرلما باتك نم ،"ضفرلاو لوبقلا ينب ة 

 .٨٢-٧٥ ،ةباتكلاو
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W Oct. 15 مسلا ةداغ يأرل انشاقن في هدنع انفقوت يذلا عضولما نم صنلا لمكنسMصنلاب أدبن ّثم نا 
 :هاندأ
 :"ضفرلاو لوبقلا ينب ةMيئاسنلا ةباتكلا حلطصم" ،دوعسمنب ةديشر
 ؛٩٠-٨٢ ،"ةغللا في ةأرلما عقوم"

Week 6  
M Oct. 20 ولأا ناحتملال ةعجارمو ةغللاو ةأرلما شاقن عباتMل 
W Oct. 22 ولأا ناحتملااMل 

Week 7 يولها ةلئسأMيتاذ ةيرس( ةبارغلاو ةMة(  
M Oct. 27 -يبنجأ ةغلب بتكت نأ" ،ناندع ليتإMة"  
W Oct. 29 -فصلا في هتشقانمو ناحتملاا قاروأ عاجرإ 

  "ةMيبنجأ ةغلب بتكت نأ" ،ناندع ليتإ-
Week 8 يولها ةلئسأMيتاذ ةيرس( ةبارغلاو ةMة( 

M Nov. 3 يبنجأ ةغلب بتكت نأ" ناندع ليتإMة" 
W Nov. 5 يبنجأ ةغلب بتكت نأ" ناندع ليتإMة" 

Week 9 يولها ةلئسأMيتاذ ةيرس( ةبارغلاو ةMرعشو ة( 
M Nov. 10 ينانبل تينبا نوكت نل" ،تاكرب ىونجMة" 
W Nov. 12 يدعسMرفم ةMدلابلا ثمإ" ةديصق ،ح" 

Week 10 
 

 )ةMيتاذ ةيرسو رعش( ةبارغلاو ةMيولها ةلئسأ

M Nov. 17 يدعسMرفم ةMدلابلا ثمإ" ةديصق ،ح" 
W Nov. 19 ةقيلط" ،ةفيلخ رحس"  

Week 11 
 )رعشو ةMيتاذ ةيرس( ةبارغلاو ةMيولها ةلئسأ 

M Nov. 24 ةقيلط" ،ةفيلخ رحس"  
W Nov. 26 انأ" ،ةكئلالما كزان"  

Week 12 
  ةبارغلاو ةMيولها ةلئسأ 

M Dec. 1 
 نياثلا ناحتملاا ةMدالم ةعجارمو شاقنلا لمكن 

W Dec. 3 
 

 نياثلا ناحتملاا
Week 13 
 

 

M Dec. 8 
تايمدقت   
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W 
 

Dec. 10 
 

  تايمدقت – فصلا في هتشقانمو نياثلا ناحتملاا عاجرإ
Week 14 
 

 

M Dec. 15 
تايمدقت   

W Dec. 17 
تايمدقت   

Week 15 
 

 

M Dec. 22 
تايمدقت   

 
Dec 24-31 

 
University Closed—Winter Break! 

Week 16 
 

 

M Jan 5 
 

Last office hours for the semester 

W 
 

Jan 7 TBA 

 


