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Class Location  

UT 12:00 -1:55 PM 
UT   2:55-4:55   PM 
 
 
 
Generic-Building Classroom G-302 

 

Course Description 

A capstone or senior project can take various forms, depending on the instructor's 

expectations and the student's abilities. In general, it should demonstrate the 

application of knowledge and skills by addressing the needs of a real organization, 

community, or industry. In the field of communication, this might involve creating a 

public relations plan, an interpretive journalism project, documentary,  an advertising 

campaign, a commercial website, or even a combination of projects. Ideally, the project 

should reflect the breadth of the student’s academic education and their ability to 

integrate and apply what they have learned. 

Communication Department Program Learning Outcomes (PLO’s) 

 



Course Learning Outcome   

1.These outcomes ensure that students' capstone projects reflect the advanced skills, 

creativity, and professionalism expected of emerging leaders in communication studies. 

2.A capstone course helps students transition from academic settings to professional 

environments by emphasizing real-world applications of their education. 

3. Students emerge with not just a deeper understanding of their field but also tangible work 

and experiences that demonstrate their readiness to succeed beyond the classroom. 

4.In practical courses such as Advertising, Film Production, and Translation, students 

learn through hands-on experiences, fostering skills that are directly applicable to real-world 

scenarios.  

5.Creativity and Innovation Developing fresh, out-of-the-box ideas that address unique 

challenges. Crafting compelling narratives or visuals that resonate with target audiences 

brainstorming sessions, mood board creation, and storyboarding for films and ads 

 

 

 

 

 

Comments: the objectives above are complementary. Students in this class need to realize material 

they prepare as a professional media practitioner will likely have some relationship to web 

technologies. 

 

Class Attendance   

The instructor intends to present this class as an advanced-level seminar. Attendance is essential. 

Students need to come prepared to ask questions and discuss assigned material, as informed 

discussion is vital to the vibrant experience of a seminar. The instructor realizes that students 

sometimes face unforeseen emergencies that may require them to miss a seminar or class. Course 

policy is to allow one “free skip” for any reason. Beyond this student must realize that their missing 

the discussion may lower their class grade. 
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Student Responsibility 

 

Students who enroll in a class may expect to receive a syllabus specifically describing the material 

that class will cover, how and when it will be covered, and activities throughout the semester. The 

class instructor will take primary responsibility for preparing and relaying this information to 

students, through lectures, films, field trips and other activities, and specific assignments. 

Examinations will usually be administered to evaluate student progress and establish a final grade. 

A seminar, on the other hand, shares the educational experience among students and instructors. 

Professors facilitate discussion based on their own knowledge and study of a topic, but seldom 

offer long lectures or other formally structured lesson plans and assignments. Learning is instead 

based on participation of each student. Students will be expected to do their own research on topic 

ideas to be covered at class meetings, offer essays or other written work in support of those ideas, 

and lead or facilitate group discussions of those topics. In addition to facilitating class discussions, 

instructors may provide tutorials and evaluation of written work. But the knowledge and insight 

taken from a seminar relies on preparation and enthusiasm of everyone who takes part. Because 

the seminar approach asks students to pursue research, writing and discussion of topics through 

their own initiative, enrollment is usually limited to motivated and mature participants. 

 

Student Assignments and Grade Breakdown  

 

Principles of Advertising COMM 230 

The students required to write a script, storyboard, and produce a video ad. (15) points 

The students required also to present a still ad. (10) points 

 

 

COMM 310 Broadcast Journalism 

Students required to write a script (10) points 

And produce a news report (10) points 

 

Documentary Production COMM 313 

The students required to produce  

4 minutes video documentary (15) points 



Script-shot list-Storyboard (10) points 

 

 

COMM 240 Principals of Public relations 

Criss Management  

Students required to present a case study  

With PR video. (10) Points 

 

Capstone student is required to present every project in classroom to share his thoughts with 

students. Evaluation (10) points 

 

Attendance and discussion (10) points 

 

Course requirements and grading  

 

Grades will be based on class participation, written work, and the capstone project. There will be 

no examinations. Students will be asked to present a capstone project based on extensive study of 

a topic relating to their planned career or special knowledge. Students, working with a colleague, 

also will be expected to do in-depth research and be ready to facilitate a discussion of one web 

studies topic during the semester. This work will also be prepared in written (or preferably web-

based) form for grading. Other students will come prepared to discuss the topic based on text 

chapters or topics as chosen by the class. Please note that reference lists, essays, web sites, and 

other written work must be typed, double-spaced, and reasonably free of spelling and grammar 

errors. Class participation: All students will be expected to attend class, and to be prepared to 

discuss the week’s topic. Students will receive a mid-semester evaluation of their class participation 

for reference. 

 

Grading  

 

The final grade will be based on: Special topic preparation and presentation (with colleague): 

together with projects, this will be discussed in class.  

 



Capstone project  

 

A “capstone” or senior project can take many forms, depending on the expectations of the 

instructor and abilities of the student. In general the text explains that it ought to apply knowledge 

and skills through work for an actual organization, community or industry. In communication this 

could mean a public relations plan, interpretive journalism project, photo documentary, video 

presentation, advertising campaign, commercial web site, or even a combination. This instructor 

also believes it could be a formal research investigation of a communication topic, written as 

scholarly research. A student who plans to continue her education at the graduate level might find 

this appealing. As the book describes, it also could be an undertaking designed to answer a question 

or address a real problem in a workplace or community. This means students have quite a lot of 

flexibility in choosing an area that interests them. But they do have to consider constraints: 

• A capstone must be related to communication studies and skills. In other words, if you 

like horses and BMX racing, that’s fine, but comparing, say, accident rates among BMX 

races and horse riders would not be a capstone, because it has no clear communication 

aspect.  

• A capstone must be an extended project that goes beyond your everyday experience. You 

may be writing articles for the Spectrum or your local newspaper, and that’s great, but a 

capstone must take these skills to a larger project, such as a multimedia web site or 

interpretive journalism.  

• A capstone is not a professional portfolio. It might be used as part of a portfolio, but a 

capstone is a new project designed to show what you can do, not what you’ve already done.  

• A capstone is not an assigned project based on specific requirements made by an 

instructor. As an advanced student, you are expected to conceive and launch the project 

with an understanding of the requirements and problems you’ll face as a communications 

professional. The instructor will review and advise, but not manage details. 

             These aspects should be included in a capstone project:  

• cover page;  

• table of contents;  

• project title and overview;  

• project objectives, that is, what you set out to accomplish;  

• project design, that is, how you propose to accomplish your objectives;  

• research, that is, background on what others have done in your area;  



• risk management, that is, how you assessed roadblocks to completion of your project;  

• project evaluation;  

• appendices. 

This list may need to be revised, depending on the nature of your capstone project. Every project 
submitted for grading, however, will obviously need a cover page, contents, overview, objectives, 
design, and research. Other aspects may include results or outcomes, or product resulting from 

the project. Grading System 

Passing grades are “A (-),” excellent; “B (+/-),” good; “C (+/-),” satisfactory; and “P,” passing (see 
Pass/No Pass option. A “D (+/-)” grade represents less than satisfactory work. However, a “D 
(+/-)” grade may satisfy some General Education and free electives (see “Failing and Course 
Repetition” for more information). The qualities of performance associated with the different 
grades are explained below.  

A student will be awarded credit only once for any passed course counted toward their 
degree or in the calculation of the GPA. Grades for all courses completed at AUK will be 
recorded on the student’s AUK transcript. Repeated courses will be designated in order to 
distinguish them from other courses. The Grade Point Average (GPA) is based on grades 
earned in courses at the American University of Kuwait, and is calculated based on the 
following equivalencies: 

AUK GRADE SCALE 

Points 
Letter 
Grade 

Percentage 
Conversion 

Letter Grade Explanation 

4.00 A 94-100 

“A” is the highest grade possible to achieve at AUK. An “A” is not 
automatically awarded to the highest grade in the course. An “A” 
reflects excellent performance on assignments and exams, as 
well as participation and conduct. This grade denotes 
comprehensive mastery of course learning and its integration 
with previously learned material. An “A” student is one who 
proactively presents originality of thought, independent 
creativity, and insightful reasoning above and beyond that of 
his/ her peers. 

3.70 A- 90-93 A- 

3.30 B+ 87-89 B+ 

3.00 B 84-86 

A “B” in the course represents good achievement within the 
course, demonstrating an understanding of concepts and a 
presentation of work within high standards. This student is an 
active participant in the class and frequently demonstrates 
leadership qualities, such as originality and critical 
inquisitiveness. 

2.70 B- 80-83 B- 

2.30 C+ 77-79 C+ 



2.00 C 74-76 

A “C” represents satisfactory work, demonstrating a basic 
comprehension of the material presented as well as basic 
achievement of course learning outcomes. The student must 
have a minimum cumulative GPA of 2.00 to graduate from 
AUK. 

1.70 C- 70-73 

A C- implies that the student has met the minimum standards 
necessary to pass the course. However, a cumulative GPA of 
1.70 (the quality points equivalent to a C-) is NOT sufficient to 
graduate from AUK. 

1.30 D+ 67-69 D+ 

1.00 D 64-66 

A “D” represents less than satisfactory work. This grade implies 
the student has a limited understanding of the course material 
and concepts and does not display leadership in thought. It 
signifies that coursework falls below the acceptable standards in 
quality and quantity. A “D” is a passing grade for some General 
Education courses and free elective courses. 

0.70 D- 60-63 

A “D-” represents less than satisfactory work. This grade implies 
the student has a limited understanding of the course material 
and concepts and does not display leadership in thought. It 
signifies that coursework falls below the acceptable standards in 
quality and quantity. A “D-” is a passing grade for some General 
Education courses and free elective courses. 

0.00 F 0-59 

An “F” represents a failing performance. The student has not met 
the standards set by the course, demonstrates incomplete 
comprehension of the material, and/ or incomplete submission 
of materials required for the course. An “F” is a failing grade. 

0.00 FN 0-59 Failure for non-attendance (Intensive English Program only) 

 

 

 

Grade notations not calculated in the GPA  

I Incomplete 

AU  Audit - no credit 

P  Pass (for Pass/No Pass option only) 

NP  No Pass (for Pass/No Pass option only)  

W  Withdrawal 

NR  Not Reported 

CR  Credit awarded  



 

The Pass/No Pass option is provided to encourage students to enrich their educational 
experience by venturing outside their areas of concentration or competence except for 
internships. Students interested in enrolling in a course using the Pass/No Pass option 
should consult with their respective academic advisor beforehand. To earn a pass under the 
Pass/No Pass option, students must perform at the “C-” level or above. A grade of Pass “P” 
will count toward graduation, but will carry no grade points and will not be used in 
computing the GPA. The grade NP indicates a failing performance in courses taken on the 
Pass/No Pass option. No credits will be added to the student’s record, nor will the average 
GPA be affected. It has no quality points. The following restrictions apply:  

• A student electing the Pass/No Pass option must be in good standing (not on academic 
probation) and should be of sophomore standing or above.  

• A student electing the Pass/No Pass option must do so at registration by completing a 
Pass/No Pass Option Request: No change may be made after the Drop/Add period.  

• No more than 6 credit hours may be taken under the Pass/No Pass option toward a 
degree program, and no more than one course may be taken under the Pass/No Pass 
option in any one semester.  

• No course taken on the Pass/No Pass option may be used to satisfy the general 
education requirements or be taken in the student’s major or minor degree program, 
except for internships that are required by the major.  

• A course may be repeated once on a Pass/No Pass option, in the case of an “NP” grade 
earned. A course for which the grade “P” has been received may not be repeated 
except for courses numbered 388, 389, and 470. 

Computing the Grade Point Average  
Quality points per course are computed by multiplying the number of semester credit hours 
per course by the grade points earned in each course. The GPA is computed by dividing the 
total number of quality points by the total number of credit hours taken.  

A cumulative GPA of 2.00 or higher on all work completed at AUK is required for 
graduation. A “C-”, however, is considered a passing grade for all major, minor, and 
prerequisite courses. Some programs may impose higher requirements for continuance in 
the program or graduation.  

The following types of credits are not used in computing a student’s GPA, but may be 
accepted towards the degree program: credits earned from Advanced Placement exams, 
International Baccalaureate exams, and A Level exams; credits transferred from accredited 
institutions; credits earned through extension work; and credit for courses taken on a 
Pass/No Pass basis. 

Failing Grades  
A student is considered to have passed a course when s/he receives a grade of “A (-)”, “B 
(+/-)”, or “C (+/-).” The grade of “D (+/-)” may satisfy only MATH 095, free electives, or general 
education requirements with the following restrictions: a student must have declared his/her 



major in the 2006-2007 catalog or subsequent catalogs. The following general education 
requirements must be completed with a grade of “C-” or better:  

• Arabic Language [A] 
• Arabic Culture [K] 
• UNIV 100 and UNIV 110 [L] 
• English Language [E] 
• Any course that is a prerequisite for a major or minor course except MATH 095.  

All students must have a minimum cumulative GPA of 2.00 to graduate. 

Final Notes: 
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