
ARB 205: Survey of  Arab-Islamic Civilization

Basic Course Information:

Course Prefix/Number: ARB 205
Course Title: Survey of  Arab-Islamic Civilization
Core/Elective Course:
Class Meeting Times: MW 5:00 - 6:15 PM
Instructional Modality: On-Campus
Class Location: G302

Instructor: Dana AlMayyal
Office Location: G318
Office Phone:
Email: dalmayyal@auk.edu.kw
Office Hours: MW 2:30 - 3:30 PM

AUK Mission Statement:

The American University of  Kuwait is a liberal arts institution dedicated to teaching, learning,
and scholarship. The University offers programs that provide students with the knowledge and
skills necessary for lifelong learning and professional success. AUK enriches society by fostering
an environment that encourages critical thinking, effective communication, personal growth,
service, and leadership.

Department/College Mission Statement:
The Department of  Arabic and Foreign Languages aims to develop the skills of  students in
Arabic, French, and Spanish. It seeks to introduce students to the extraordinarily rich Arabic
literary heritage and to develop skills of  close reading, critical thinking, and creative writing. It
furthermore strives to encourage creativity, analytical skills, and research capacity, as well as to
motivate students to become active members of  their larger communities



Catalog Course Description:
This course acquaints students with the past influences and present importance of  Arab-Islamic
civilization. It investigates how Islam has shaped many different cultures in Asia, Europe, and
Africa over the last 1400 years. The religious, political, and cultural values associated with
Arab-Islamic culture will be discussed. Furthermore, students will be familiarized with the
historical forces that shaped the past, and what these forces mean for the world today.

Course Learning Outcomes:
Upon successful completion of  the course, students will be able to:

- Demonstrate a basic understanding of  major themes in Islamic history
- Analyzing different cultural aspects in Islamic History
- Understand how Islam has contributed to religious, political, cultural and artistic

values in the Arab region and the West.
- An ability to understand and develop essential skills of  visual and contextual

analysis.
- An ability to present and participate in discussions

Course Delivery/Methodology:
The course will be conducted on-campus for the rest of  the semester.

Required Textbook/Required Readings:

There are no required textbooks for this course. All reading materials will be provided and
uploaded to Moodle.

Evaluations and Grading:

Evaluation Type Weight
Attendance and participation (including in-class group
activities)

20%

Presentation 15%

Quiz 10%

Midterm 25%

Final Exam 30%

Total 100%



AUK Official Grading Scale:

Letter Grade Percentage University Points
A 94-100 4.0
A- 90-93 3.7
B+ 87-89 3.3
B 84-86 3.0
B- 80-83 2.7
C+ 77-79 2.3
C 74-76 2.0
C- 70-73 1.7
D+ 67-69 1.3
D 64-66 1.0
D- 60-63 0.7
F 0-59 0.0

AUK Attendance Policy:
Attendance will be taken for this class. If  the student is late to class for more than 5-7 minutes,
then they will be considered absent.

Any student who misses more than 15% of  class sessions of  any course during a semester should
expect to fail, unless she/he submits documented evidence to the course instructor of  inpatient
medical care, death of  an immediate family member, academic instructional activities, or national
athletic activities. If  excused, students are required to satisfy all coursework due or assigned
during their absence as determined by the course instructor. If  a student does not submit
documented evidence for her/his absence exceeding the limit, it is the student’s responsibility to
withdraw from the course by the specified deadline, as indicated on the academic calendar.
Students who withdraw from a course receive a grade of  “W”. Students who do not withdraw
from a course nor submit supporting documents for excessive absences will receive a grade of
“FN” (failure for non-attendance).

Code of  Conduct:
Student Code of  Conduct and Code of  Academic Honesty and Integrity will be applied, in
addition to the following specific to the hybrid model of  education:

- Video recording of  class sessions (by instructors and/or students) is prohibited and is a
violation of  the university codes.

-  The privacy of  the session is to be maintained.
- Copyright as well as intellectual property rules and regulations apply.
- MASKS are to be worn properly all the time when on campus grounds. Repeated

violations of  the MASK policy will result in removal from class and/or campus.

Code of  Academic Honesty and Integrity:

Upon admission to the American University of  Kuwait, students agree to act responsibly in all
areas of  academic, personal and social conduct and to take full responsibility for their individual
and collective action. Such regulations are found in the American University of  Kuwait
Catalogue, Student Handbook, and the AUK website at www.auk.edu.kw. Any question of
interpretation regarding the code of  academic honesty and Integrity shall be reported to the
appropriate academic dean.  The Code shall be reviewed annually at the discretion of  the

http://www.auk.edu.kw


academic deans. Any student or student organization found to have committed the cited
violations or misconduct, either on or off  campus, is subject to the disciplinary sanctions
outlined in adjudication procedures.

Plagiarism:

The term “plagiarism” includes, but is not limited to, an attempt of  an individual to claim the
work of    another as the product of  his or her own thoughts regardless of  whether that work has
been published. Plagiarism includes, but is not limited to, quoting improperly or paraphrasing
text or other written materials without proper citation on an exam, term paper, homework, or
other written material submitted to an instructor as one’s own work. Plagiarism also includes
handing in a paper to an instructor that was purchased from a term paper service or downloaded
from the Internet and presenting another person’s academic work as one’s own.

Cheating:

The term “cheating” includes but is not limited to, copying homework assignments from another
student; working together with another individual on a take-home test or homework when not
approved by the instructor, looking at and/or copying text, notes or another person’s paper
during an examination when not permitted to do so. Cheating also includes the giving of  work
information to another student to be copied and/or used as his or her own. This includes but is
not limited to giving someone answers to exam questions either when the exam is being given or
after having taken an exam; informing another student of  specific questions that appear or have
appeared on an exam in the same academic semester; giving or selling a term paper, report,
project or other restricted written materials to another student.

Academic Support:

Learning Support Services focuses on empowering students to become independent and
successful learners by developing their literacy skills, enhancing their understanding, and helping
them improve their academic and study skills. Learning Support Services is comprised of  two
centers: the Tutoring Center and the Writing Center. The Tutoring Center provides free
academic support in various subjects to AUK student. Email: tutoringcenter@auk.edu.kw.

The Writing Center provides multilingual support (English, Arabic, French, and Spanish)
through individual or small-group consultations. Email: writingcenter@auk.edu.kw

Disability Accommodations:
 

AUK provides equal and inclusive educational environment in order to enable all students to meet and
perform requisite academic standards and to participate in the opportunities and activities of  its
community. If  you believe you can benefit from accommodations for a learning, physical, or mental health
disability, click here to book a session through the Counseling Center/Disability Services Booking Page,
to ask about disability services at AUK, initiate an accommodation plan, or receive disability services. You
can also email counseling@auk.edu.kw if  you need assistance in booking a session.

Course Policies/Student Responsibilities:

Students are expected to wear suitable attire as per AUK policy.

mailto:writingcenter@auk.edu.kw
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/AUKCounselingCenter@aukmail.onmicrosoft.com/bookings/s/M9S9QHYoOk6pT9HpV85mMw2
mailto:counseling@auk.edu.kw


Late and Missing Work Policy:
Missing work will be subject to fail unless the student has a valid reason that is aligned with
AUK’s excused policies.
Late work will be deducted 5 points everyday if the student fails to deliver on the day of the due
date.

Make-Up Work Policy:
Make-up work is only given if  there is a valid reason that is aligned with AUK’s excused policies.

If a student fails to submit or miss an assessment/assignment they should contact the instructor
via email at least within the 24 hour period.

General Responsibility:
The student is responsible for all class material, both written and announced. If  a student misses
a class it is not the instructor's responsibility to provide the material for the absent student.
Students should show up to class on time and respect the students. Students should act in a
respectable manner (ex. not use their phone during class, talk out of  turn, take a call during class,
use foul language and such). All material in the class (lectures, assessments, PPTs, assignments,
etc.) is the property of  the instructor and should not be shared or published on the internet or
any other forum without the instructor’s permission.

Communication Policy:
Please contact me via email. Responses to the email will be sent at least 24-48 hours. If  the email
is sent during the weekend, it will be responded to on Sunday.

Technology Issues:

All assignments must be submitted through Moodle. However, you may experience trouble
submitting an assignment due to technology or internet issues. If  such a situation does arise and
you are unable to submit your assignment through Moodle, please send me an email at
dalmayyal@auk.edu.kw and include the completed assignment. Please make sure that you email
me the assignment before the deadline as this documents that you did finish everything by the
due date and time, but that you just had a technology issue. Once the technology or internet
issue is resolved, please upload the assignment to Moodle.



Course Schedule:

Week 1: Add/Drop
February 6: Welcome/Syllabus
February 8: Welcome/Syllabus

Week 2:
Required reading: A History of  the Arab People, AlbertHourani pp. 7-12
February 13: Pre-Islamic Arabia
February 15: Student Presentations

Week 3:
Required reading: A History of  the Arab People, AlbertHourani pp. 14-21
Extra reading: Islam In Historical perspectives by Alexander Knysh, Chapter 2 “Muhammad and the
Beginning of  Islam: The Making of  the Muslim Community: pp 18-35
February 20: The Emergence of  Islam
February 22: Student Presentations

Week 4: Spring Break

Week 5:
Required reading: The Quran Translation by M.A.S. Abdulhaleem, pp. xv-xix
Extra reading: The Pillars of  Islamic Life. The Koran: structure and message pp. 16-20
March 6: The compilation of  the Quran and the enhancementof  the Arabic text
March 8: Student Presentations

Week 6:
Required reading: Destiny Disrupted by Tamim Ansary, Chapter 7, “the Umayyad Empire” pp 67-78
March 13: The Umayyad Empire
March 15: Student Presentations

Week 7:
Required reading: The Art of  the Umayyad Period (661–750)
March 20: Arts and Culture under the Umayyad Empire
March 22: Student presentations

Week 8:
Required reading: Destiny Disrupted by Tamim Ansary, Chapter 8, “The Abbasid Age” pp 77-89
March 27: The Abbasid Empire
March 29: Student Presentations

Week 9:
Required reading: The map of  Knowledge by Violet Mollet,Chapter3: “Baghdad” pp 75-88
April 3: Baghdad as a center of  knowledge, culture, and trade
April 5: Student presentations

Week 10:
Required reading: The Arabian Nights translated by Husain Haddawy
April 10: Midterm
April 12 :One Thousand and One nights

https://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/umay/hd_umay.htm


Week 11:
Required: Muslim Spain Podcast: BBC Radio 4 - In Our Time, Muslim Spain
Extra reading: The map of  Knowledge by Violet Mollet,Chapter 4 “Cordoba” pp 100-134
April 17: Umayyads in Spain: Trade, culture, and the arts
April 19: Student presentations

Week 12: Eid AlFutur break

Week 13:
Required: The Ottoman empire: everything you wanted to know
Extra reading: The Ottoman Turks by Justin McCarthy pp. 67-76
May 1: The Ottoman Empire
May 3: Student presentations

Week 14:
Required: Islamic Civilization in Thirty Lives by Chase F. Robinson
May 8: Character Analysis
May 10: Character Analysis

Week 15:
Required reading: Stefano Carboni, Trinita Kennedy, and Elizabeth Marwell. “Venice and the Islamic
World: Commercial Exchange, Diplomacy, and Religious Difference.”
Extra reading: Venice, Dürer, and the oriental mode by Julian Raby, “Venice” pp. 17-19
May 15: Europe and the Islamic World
May 17: Student presentations

Week 16:
Required reading: “The Discourse of  the Orient byEdward Said”pp. 234-244
May 22: Orientalism
May 24: Student presentations + Reflection on course

Week 17:
May 29: Documentary: The Arabs, “The Shadow of  the West” +Quiz 1
May 31: Final review for Exam

*Syllabus Changes:
There may be changes to the schedule and syllabus during the semester. When this happens, I
will inform you in class and over email.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00548l1
https://podcasts.apple.com/ng/podcast/the-ottoman-empire-everything-you-wanted-to-know/id256580326?i=1000531371598
http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/cedr/hd_cedr.htm
http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/cedr/hd_cedr.htm

