
 
Course Prefix/Number: ENGL 309 
Course Title: 19th Century British Literature 
Elective Course 
Class Meeting Times: UTR 11-11:50 
Instructional Modality: Hybrid 
Class Location: A204 

Instructor: Dr. Angelica DeAngelis  
Office Location: B525 
Office Phone: X3605 
Email: adeangelis@auk.edu.kw 
Office Hours: UTR 10-11; 2-3 
 

 
AUK Mission Statement: 
The American University of Kuwait is a liberal arts institution dedicated to teaching, learning, 
and scholarship. The University offers programs that provide students with the knowledge and 
skills necessary for lifelong learning and professional success. AUK enriches society by fostering 
an environment that encourages critical thinking, effective communication, personal growth, 
service, and leadership. 
 
ENGL Department Mission Statement: 
In keeping with the American University of Kuwait's liberal arts tradition, the English Department 
provides students with the ability to use the English language effectively, think critically, cultivate a 
lifelong process of inquiry, and reach their full potential as creative individuals and engaged citizens. 
Through its emphasis on developing cultural awareness, rhetorical flexibility, information literacy, and 
appreciation for literary traditions, the department prepares students for the increasingly complex 
challenges of the 21st century. 

 
Catalog Course Description: 
Examines major British literary texts from the Romantic and Victorian eras, presenting the relationship 
between each author’s works and various historical and cultural developments, such as the Industrial 
Revolution and colonialism.   



COURSE DESCRIPTION & OBJECTIVES 

The 19th Century was a complex and contradictory period in English literary and intellectual 
production. Inspired by the social transformations led by the French and American 
Revolutions, Romanticism continued to grow and push back against the Reason and Order 
valued so highly in Enlightenment thought and Neo-classical style, focusing instead on 
celebrations of Nature, the Individual and the Sublime. Industrial and technological 
advances of Victorian society brought celebrations of industrialization, invention and 
imperialism, but the writing of this period also produced dark portraits of class and gender 
through the styles of Realism and Naturalism. While some literature celebrated man’s 
evolutionary nature, other works revealed the alienating and even monstrous potentials of 
the age. This class will embrace the good, the bad and the ugly of 19th century, considering 
how writers negotiated and reimagined the cultural and literary constraints of the time such 
as: industrialization and nature, Englishness and foreignness, society and the individual, 
and gender and class struggles.  
 
Course Learning Outcomes:  Upon successful completion of the course, students will be able 
to: 
 

 Course Learning Outcomes (CLOs) 

CLO1 Identify and evaluate significant works and trends of 19th Century British 
Literature (including Novel of Manners; Realism/Naturalism; Victorian 
Literature; Romanticism and Gothic Literature) 

CLO2 Evaluate cultural and literary texts within socio-political, historical and economic 
contexts 

CLO3 Demonstrate working knowledge of literary criticism and theory and apply this 
knowledge to written and verbal analyses of texts 

CLO4 Conduct scholarly inquiries into literary and cultural text using methods 
established in the course 

CLO5 Develop independent thought and judgment to carry out research projects 

 
Course Delivery/Methodology:  
For this course we will be meeting in-person 3 days per week on alternating schedule based on 
Student ID numbers (odds/evens) Material will be presented through lectures/videos/readings 
done ahead of time. All course material will be posted on Moodle, which can be accessed at 
https://lms.auk.edu.kw.  All assignments must also be submitted through Moodle. You will be 
completing the following evaluations for this course: [short papers submitted on Turnitin, group 
work, exams, etc.]. To successfully complete this course, you must complete readings ahead of 
time, post regularly on the discussion forum, actively participate in class discussions, etc. by the 
posted due dates and times. 
 
  

https://lms.auk.edu.kw/


Required Textbook/Required Readings: (posted on Moodle OR linked to Moodle) 
 

Sense and Sensibility  by Jane Austen 

Frankenstein by Mary Shelley 

Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens (excerpts) 

Wuthering Heights by Emily Brontë 

Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll 

The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde by Robert Louis Stevenson 

A Study in Scarlet by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 

The Jungle Books by Rudyard Kipling 

The Time Machine by H.G. Wells 

Assorted Romantic/Victorian poetry 

Evaluations and Grading:  

Assignment % of Grade 
Weekly Forums/Participation/Exit or Entry 

Polls, mini-quizzes, Edpuzzles, etc. 
25% 

Midterm Assessment 25% 

Short Writing Assignments 
 

25% 

Final Assessment/Project  25%  

 
Detailed information for each assignment will be posted on Moodle and discussed in class. 
 
 
AUK Official Grading Scale:  
 

Letter Grade Percentage University Points 

A 94-100 4.0 

A- 90-93 3.7 

B+ 87-89 3.3 

B 84-86 3.0 

B- 80-83 2.7 

C+ 77-79 2.3 

C 74-76 2.0 

C- 70-73 1.7 

D+ 67-69 1.3 

D 64-66 1.0 

D- 60-63 0.7 

F 0-59 0.0 

 
 
AUK Attendance Policy:  
Any student who misses more than 15% of class sessions of any course during a semester should 
expect to fail, unless she/he submits documented evidence to the course instructor of inpatient 
medical care, death of an immediate family member, academic instructional activities, or national 
athletic activities. If excused, students are required to satisfy all coursework due or assigned 
during their absence as determined by the course instructor. If a student does not submit 
documented evidence for her/his absence exceeding the limit, it is the student’s responsibility to 



withdraw from the course by the specified deadline, as indicated on the academic calendar. 
Students who withdraw from a course receive a grade of “W”. Students who do not withdraw 
from a course nor submit supporting documents for excessive absences will receive a grade of 
“FN” (failure for non-attendance). 
 
Code of Academic Honesty and Integrity:  
Upon admission to the American University of Kuwait, students agree to act responsibly in all 
areas of academic, personal and social conduct and to take full responsibility for their individual 
and collective action. Such regulations are found in the American University of Kuwait 
Catalogue, Student Handbook, and the AUK website at www.auk.edu.kw. Any question of 
interpretation regarding the code of academic honesty and Integrity shall be reported to the 
appropriate academic dean.  The Code shall be reviewed annually at the discretion of the 
academic deans. Any student or student organization found to have committed the cited 
violations or misconduct, either on or off campus, is subject to the disciplinary sanctions 
outlined in adjudication procedures. 
 
Plagiarism:  
The term “plagiarism” includes, but is not limited to, an attempt of an individual to claim the 
work of   another as the product of his or her own thoughts regardless of whether that work has 
been published. Plagiarism includes, but is not limited to, quoting improperly or paraphrasing 
text or other written materials without proper citation on an exam, term paper, homework, or 
other written material submitted to an instructor as one’s own work. Plagiarism also includes 
handing in a paper to an instructor that was purchased from a term paper service or downloaded 
from the Internet and presenting another person’s academic work as one’s own. See attached 
English Department Plagiarism Policy at the end of the syllabus. 
 
Cheating:  
The term “cheating” includes but is not limited to, copying homework assignments from another 
student; working together with another individual on a take-home test or homework when not 
approved by the instructor, looking at and/or copying text, notes or another person’s paper 
during an examination when not permitted to do so. Cheating also includes the giving of work 
information to another student to be copied and/or used as his or her own. This includes but is 
not limited to giving someone answers to exam questions either when the exam is being given or 
after having taken an exam; informing another student of specific questions that appear or have 
appeared on an exam in the same academic semester; giving or selling a term paper, report, 
project or other restricted written materials to another student.  
 
Academic Support:  
Learning Support Services focuses on empowering students to become independent and 
successful learners by developing their literacy skills, enhancing their understanding, and helping 
them improve their academic and study skills. Learning Support Services is comprised of two 
centers: the Tutoring Center and the Writing Center. The Tutoring Center provides free 
academic support in various subjects to AUK student. Email: tutoringcenter@auk.edu.kw. 
 
The Writing Center provides multilingual support (English, Arabic, French, and Spanish) 
through individual or small-group consultations. Email: writingcenter@auk.edu.kw  
 
Disability Accommodations: 
AUK provides [an]  equal and inclusive educational environment in order to enable all students 
to meet and perform requisite academic standards and to participate in the opportunities and 
activities of its community. If you believe you can benefit from accommodations for a learning, 

http://www.auk.edu.kw/
mailto:writingcenter@auk.edu.kw


physical, or mental health disability, click here to book a session through the Counseling 
Center/Disability Services Booking Page, to ask about disability services at AUK, initiate an 
accommodation plan, or receive disability services. You can also email counseling@auk.edu.kw if 
you need assistance in booking a session. 
 
Course Policies/Student Responsibilities:  
In order to create a productive learning and teaching environment for every individual in this 
course, we will adhere to the following policies:  

• Students who miss class for any reason are responsible for all homework and 
assignments missed AND for making sure they are up-to-date with all materials and 
ready to participate in class. 

• Plagiarized papers will receive a grade of “0” and students will not be allowed to 
rewrite the assignment. Please see attached “English Department Policy on Plagiarism” 
for detailed explanation of what is considered plagiarism. 

• Disrespectful comments and/or disruptive behavior will not be tolerated. 

• Be sure to find a quiet place where you will not be disturbed so you can concentrate if 
working online or doing asynchronous work. 

 
STUDENT WORK 
It is understood that registration for and continued enrollment in this course constitutes 
permission by the student for the instructor to use any student work composed in this class for 
other academic purposes (share with other classes, research, etc.).  All polished work submitted 
to me becomes the property of the English Language and Literature Program and may not be 
returned to students. Be sure make copies of your work and keep a duplicate file of your 
own. 

COMPUTER USE 
Unless otherwise indicated, all work you do for this class will be typed using Times New Roman, 
font size 12 using MLA format. 

Late and Missing Work Policy:  
All assignments must be turned in on the specified due date on Moodle. Extensions are 
granted only at the instructor’s discretion.  Unapproved late assignments, if accepted, will be 
penalized by lowering of the grade. 
 
Make-Up Work Policy:  
Rewrites and/or make-up work are generally NOT permitted in this class. In the rare 
instance that I request/approve a rewrite or accept make-up work, permission will be given to 
student in written format by email, which will then be attached to the file when the rewrite is 
submitted. Rewritten papers that are not pre-approved by me and do not have the required 
written approval will not be considered. 
 
Communication Email Policy:  
Please be sure to use your official AUK email account, write your full name, and indicate which 
class and section you are taking IN THE SUBJECT LINE when you send me an email. If you 
have a question, please check the syllabus first and if your question is not answered there, then 
please feel free to send an email and I will be happy to clarify. I respond to questions via email 
within 24 hours of receiving them; if I do not respond within 24 hours, please re-send the email. 
Please note I normally respond during these working hours: 9 am – 4 pm and/or during office 
hours. Emails sent on weekends will be responded to on Sunday.  
 

https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/AUKCounselingCenter@aukmail.onmicrosoft.com/bookings/s/M9S9QHYoOk6pT9HpV85mMw2
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/AUKCounselingCenter@aukmail.onmicrosoft.com/bookings/s/M9S9QHYoOk6pT9HpV85mMw2
mailto:counseling@auk.edu.kw


Technology Issues:  
All assignments must be submitted through Moodle. However, you may experience trouble 
submitting an assignment due to technology or Internet issues. If such a situation does arise and 
you are unable to submit your assignment through Moodle, please send me an email at 
adeangelis@auk.edu.kw and include the completed assignment. Please make sure that you email 
me the assignment before the deadline as this documents that you did finish everything by the 
due date and time, but that you just had a technology issue. This will ensure that your assignment 
will be accepted, and you will not receive a late penalty or get a 0 on the assignment. Once the 
technology or Internet issue is resolved, please upload the assignment to Moodle. In general, 
always be sure to frequently save your files and keep backups of your assignments. 
 
Course Schedule: A detailed course schedule will be posted on Moodle.  
 
Syllabus Changes:  
There may be changes to the schedule and syllabus during the semester. When this happens, I 
will inform you in class and over email.  
 

Please read the attached “English Department Policy on Plagiarism” 
carefully.  
 
 

First event of plagiarism 

= 
Zero for the assignment + student is NOT permitted  
to rewrite the paper + student receives “0” on the 
 assignment 

Second event of plagiarism 
(on any assignment during 
the semester) 

Reported to university officials + student fails course 

 

 
Please review AUK’s eLearning Guidelines (on the AUK website). 
Additional Information will be supplied for this Course during class 
periods/on Moodle/by email. 
 
Cameras MUST be turned on during Zoom sessions. Students who do not 
turn on cameras will be removed from class and marked absent for the class 
period. 

mailto:adeangelis@auk.edu.kw


ENGLISH DEPARTMENT POLICY ON PLAGIARISM 
The Department, in accordance with the University Code of Academic Honesty and Integrity, 
has instituted a policy in order to identify plagiarism, prevent it by whatever means possible and 
standardize procedures and penalties in the event of its occurring. Below are excerpts from this 
policy: 
 
A. Definitions of plagiarism 

• Using sources without acknowledgment: when a student copies material from a print or a 

Web source or sources, either word for word or partially paraphrased, without including 

quotation marks where needed and an in-text citation. Reference to the source in a 

Works Cited list only is not adequate. 

• Copying another student’s paper: when an existing paper, whether from AUK or another 

institution, is presented, either wholly or partially, as the student’s own. 

• Copying one’s own previous submission: when a student presents a paper that he/she 

has previously submitted for another class without substantial alteration and updating to 

fit the given assignment, and without proper citation of the previous paper. 

• Purchasing an assignment: when a student seeks a ghost writer to complete an 

assignment, from either local sources or the Internet, and presents it as his/her own. 

• Collusion: when two or more student papers are found to be similar and the students 

have thus either worked closely together or one has allowed the other to copy or 

paraphrase an assignment. 

• Obtaining excessive help: when a student has asked for help and the resulting paper is 

clearly not the student’s own work because of the quality and nature of either the content 

or the language, or both. 

• Academic dishonesty in the use of sources: when a paper includes improper and/or 

fabricated citations or misrepresented sources.  

B. Penalties 
Penalties as below will apply to any level of course from ENGL 100 upwards, as sanctioned by 
University policy and as warranted on pp.180-186 of the Student Handbook. Records will be 
kept by the Department of all cases of plagiarism. 

• For a first offence in a course, 0 may be given for the assignment. The student is not able 

to resubmit the assignment, but may continue with the course and pass it if the final 

grade is adequate. 

• For a second offence in the same course, the student is informed that he/she may 

receive a final grade of F for the course.  If so, the Department Chair and Dean will be 

informed, and the Academic Advising Center notified. 

 

First event of plagiarism 

= 
Zero for the assignment + student is NOT permitted  
to rewrite the paper + student receives “0” on the 
 assignment 

Second event of plagiarism (on 
any assignment during the 
semester) 

Reported to university officials + student fails course 

 


