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A Message from the President
Dear AUK Faculty and Staff,

AUK has accomplished a great deal during the 
past academic year. On June 18, we celebrated 
our second Commencement (a fourth graduation, 
but only our second class, the Class of  2009). 
More than 260 students have successfully 
completed degree requirements or are finishing 
their studies this summer. The Commencement 
received excellent press coverage. Moreover, AUK 
alumni and the new Engineering program were 
prominently featured in the recent Kuwait Times 
higher education supplement (“Future of  Education,” 28 June 2009). For 
photos from the ceremony, please see the AUK website “news” section, 
http://www.auk.edu.kw/news.

End-of-Spring student enrollment is illustrated in the accompanying table. 
We also have a strong enrollment for the Summer Session, with 1,400 
students registered, including 40+ visiting students.  Among other visitors to 
AUK are visiting Summer faculty from the U.S. Naval Academy in Annapolis, 
MD (Drs. Brannon and Deborah Wheeler), Student Affairs graduate interns 
(Ashley Edwards from Illinois State University and Kevin D’Arco from 
Texas A&M), and Virginia Tech graduate instructors:  Cory Epler, Jill Kasten, 
Justin Shanks, Emily Martin, and Meredith Katz, returning to AUK after 
teaching for us last summer. A warm AUK welcome to all – we are proud to 
build AUK as a destination for American faculty and students. In turn, four 
AUK students are interning at Dartmouth this summer – both in the Rassias 
program and at the Hood Museum of  Art. 

STRATEGIC PlANNING: 
Summer is a good time to take stock of  our plans, achievements, and goals. 
There does not seem to be much of  a slow-down, whether in operations 
or reporting. Semi-annual unit and area reports for January-June 2009 will 
be due August 1. August is when we begin work on the 2008-2009 Annual 
Report, in preparation for submission to the Council for Private Universities 
and to the AUK Board of  Trustees. As we move forward toward gaining 
accreditation for our academic programs, institutional Annual Reports will 
have to be submitted to all agencies to gain or maintain our candidacy status 
and to maintain our accreditation, once granted. The new Institutional 
research unit, in effect from July 1, will help AUK to collect, interpret, 
and warehouse data required by accrediting agencies and vital for grounding 
our planning and developing a data-based environment for academic and 
administrative decision-making. The IR team of  former IT staffers Fatma 
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Abu Talaf  and Nabegh Al-Thalji will be directed by Maha Khlat, who also retains her post as IT Director. In early 
May, IT celebrated the completion of  the Data Center project in the server room, the next IT project involves 
creating an off-campus disaster recovery data center. 

Campus Services will be busy this summer, remodeling space in the liberal Arts building to create more faculty 
offices and building Engineering labs. No major construction is planned for AY 2009-2010. AUK’s growth on the 
Salmiya campus is limited not only by space, but also by PUC regulations, so our student numbers and therefore the 
number of  faculty and staff  in Academic and Student Affairs will remain relatively stable (please see the accompanying 
table for the projections). Stable enrollment, in turn, means stabilization of  tuition revenue and therefore, of  the 
operational budget. Despite the economic downturn, AUK has not experienced budget cuts. The AY 2009-2010 
budget planning process, completed in May, was driven by the needs to prioritize the goals of  units, areas, and 
the whole institution and to align budget planning with those goals and objectives. The planning assumptions for 
2009-2010 include: limited enrollment growth, limited budget increase, and no Ardhiya construction. I encourage 
all units to review and adjust as necessary their strategic and ongoing plans with these factors in mind. All the 
various AUK units are interconnected and consultation is necessary so we accommodate existing and emerging 
needs while taking into account faculty, space, and financial resources. For example, the Kuwait gender separation 
requirement for private universities has not only taxed our faculty and classroom resources, but led to purchases 
of  closed-circuit television equipment (CCTV) for ten classrooms.

TRANSITIONS: 
Please join me in congratulating Dr. John Russell on his appointment as Associate Dean of  the College of  Arts & 
Sciences for Administration and Dr. Mohsen Bagnied on his appointment as Head of  the Division of  Business & 
Economics.  Dr. Jeremy Cripps takes the lead on program accreditation for the Bachelor of  Business Administration 
program with ACBSP. The Executive Committee of  the Board of  Trustees has engaged an international consulting 
company to initiate the search for a new president.  I will be on vacation during the month of  July and wish you 
all an enjoyable and successful summer. 

STrATEgIC PLAN PUC CAPACITY
Spring 2009 1620 2000

Fall 2009 2120 2000
Spring 2010 2000 2000
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His Excellency, Former Oil Minister and keynote speaker Sheikh Saud Nasir Al-Sabah

The Graduation Ceremony of  the Class of  2009 at the American University of  Kuwait (AUK) took place at 
Kuwait International Fairgrounds (KIF) at 7 PM on Thursday, June 18, under the patronage of  His Excellency, 
former Oil Minister, Sheikh Saud Al-Nasir Al-Sabah, who was also the keynote speaker.

The ceremony commenced with the Kuwaiti national anthem and a recitation of  the Holy Quran followed 
by a speech by Dr. Nizar Hamzeh, Dean of  the College of  Arts and Sciences who welcomed students, their 
families and guests to the ceremony. President of  the University, Dr. Marina Tolmacheva then stepped to the 
podium and spoke about the graduating class and their many achievements. She said, “Under the tutelage of  the 
AUK faculty, these seniors have mastered the knowledge of  their field, the ability to think critically, the art of  
effective communication, and the respect for diversity, be that diversity national, ethnic, cultural, or intellectual. 
Our students have distinguished themselves in and outside the classroom.” President Marina also read a 
congratulatory message from Dartmouth to AUK’s graduating class saying, “Dartmouth congratulates you on 
your many accomplishments. As you graduate from AUK, remember that you have played a large role in shaping 
this community. You take that community with you. It will always be a part of  your lives, as you will always be 
part of  AUK.”

graduation Ceremony 2009

The President then introduced the 
keynote speaker Sheikh Saud Al-Nasir 
Al-Sabah, a former Ambassador to 
Great Britain and the United States and 
former Oil Minister, who happens to 
be the father of  one of  AUK’s adjunct 
faculty members and also the father of  
one of  this year’s graduates. He began 
by reminding the graduates of  how 
lucky they are to not have to travel 
thousands of  miles for a good quality 
American education. He then asked the 
graduates to “Remember one thing, you 
have your whole life ahead of  you, the 
hard work is behind you, choose your 
life the way you want it.” Sheikh Saud 
continued by encouraging students to 
head to the private sector where, he 
says, the challenge is. On a lighter note, 
Sheikh Saud commented on the topic of  
segregation in universities by saying, “I 
am happy to see a non-segregated union 
of  our students,” adding that this is the 
only proper way of  preparing graduates 
for the real world. Sheikh Saud ended 
his speech by reminding the graduates of  
how proud of  them he is.

Each graduate was then presented 
with her/his bachelor’s degree diploma 
by President Tolmacheva and Sheikh 
Saud Al-Nasir Al-Sabah, and Dr. Nizar 
Hamzeh.
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Dean Nizar Hamzeh and President Tolmacheva then conferred upon the graduates their respective degrees, and 
in keeping with the academic tradition, the graduates were asked to move their tassels from right to left, thereby 
marking their official graduation from AUK.

Class of  2009 Valedictorian, Dina El-Zohairy, rose to the podium to deliver her speech, which was both 
inspiring and encouraging. “As hard as it is to leave our comfort zone, we have reached a turning point in our 
lives at which we need to pause and consider our role beyond AUK, as model citizens of  the world and agents 
of  change in our societies,” she 
said. “Think not of  the degree 
you have earned as a ticket to 
self-motivated goals, but as a 
ticket of  opportunity to make 
a difference in the lives of  the 
people around you, especially 
given the tough times in which 
we are graduating.”

Dina is graduating with a BBA 
degree in Management, and has 
earned the highest cumulative 
grade point average of  this 
graduating class. A month 
ago, she joined AUK’s Student 
Affairs crew as a full-time 
employee in the Office of  the 
Registrar. Dina has been an 
active member of  The Voice of  AUK, worked as a student employee in the Office of  Admissions and Center 
for Continuing Education and teamed up with Dr. Mourad Dakhli on a paper presented at AUK’s 4th liberal 
Arts Conference. Dina also did freelance work in writing and translation for Dar al-Tarjama and the Canadian 
Commercial Circle of  Kuwait.

Following Dina’s speech, another student, Shoug Al-Othman gave a motivational speech whereby she 
encouraged her fellow graduates to have faith in themselves and their abilities and to “Set aside your fear of  
losing and work with your dreams and ambitions as they will guide you towards achieving your goals.” 

The end of  the ceremony was marked by the traditional cutting of  the Class of  2009 cake in the reception area 
of  the Hall, and professional photography was provided for all graduates and their families and friends.

AUK’s Class of  2009

AUK President Dr. Marina Tolmacheva
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Finding a Home at 
Dartmouth: AUK  
Students, Faculty Fellow 
Enjoy Summer in New 
Hampshire
The four AUK students at Dartmouth this summer 
couldn’t have picked a better time to be here – or a 
more important one. Their visit coincided with that of  
Professor Simon O’Meara, AUK’s first Faculty Fellow; 
they will meet with world-renowned cartoonist Jules 
Feiffer; and they were on campus at one of  the most 
significant moments in Dartmouth’s history. All four 
students had the opportunity to welcome Dartmouth’s 
17th President, Dr. Jim Yong Kim, when he officially 
took office on July 1. 

Hala Al-Qabandy, Nur Soliman, Emad Salama, and 
Mohammad Qasem are in New Hampshire until July 
22, enjoying summer in Northern New England, 
auditing classes, working at the Hood Museum of  
Art, studying Spanish, and helping teach Arabic in 
the Rassias Center’s renowned Accelerated language 
Program (AlPS), known for its “total immersion” 
approach. While Emad and Mohammad are scheduled 
in AlPS sessions from morning to night, Hala and 
Nur are having their own Dartmouth immersion 
experience. 

In addition to their work at the Hood, they are 
auditing courses taught by Professors Richard Wright 
and Angela Rosenthal. Wright, Dartmouth’s Orvil 
Dryfoos Professor of  Geography and Public Affairs, 
is teaching Economic Geography and Globalization 
this summer.  Rosenthal, Associate Professor of  Art 
History, 18th & 19th-century, is teaching Realism, 
Impressionism and Post Impressionism. 

Wright attended AUK’s first graduation ceremony 
in 2006.  Both students, he says, are enjoying his 
class. “We’re doing a lot right now on the locational 
strategies of  firms and households. It’s new scholarly 
territory for Hala and Nur, and we enjoy having them 
participate.” Adds Rosenthal, “I am thrilled to have 

two extremely bright and lively students from the 
American University of  Kuwait auditing my class. Nur 
and Hala have travelled around the world to intern at 
the Hood and partake of  the intellectual and social life 
here at Dartmouth, which demonstrates extraordinary 
personal commitment.”  

All four students have an opportunity to meet with 
staff  at Dartmouth’s student newspaper, “The D,” tour 
the Dickey Center for International Understanding, 
socialize with new friends and reunite with Dartmouth 
students, staff, and faculty who have visited AUK. 

By the time Emad and Mohammad leave Dartmouth 
they will have been both student and instructor. In 
their first ten-day ALPS session, they are learning 
Spanish. “Mohammad and Emad are very committed,” 
says Donna Hill, Manager of  Program and Finances 
at Rassias. “They take the ‘Spanish only’ rule seriously. 
At one point I reverted to English when speaking with 
someone, and Mohammad said, ‘Español solomente!’” 
later in July they will switch gears and teach Arabic.
 
Kathy Hart, Barbara and Harvey P. Wood Curator 
for Academic Programming,  and lesley Wellman, 
curator of  education, are supervising Nur and Hala 
at the Hood Museum. “They are getting a wonderful 
overview,” says Hart, “by participating in research 
related to curatorial and college programming projects, 
developing educational resources for upcoming 
exhibitions, and assisting with public relations and 
marketing research.” The Hood will also give them 
rare access to its objects in storage and they will 
travel to Boston for a day to meet with museum 
professionals there. 

Professor O’Meara’s stay at Dartmouth began earlier in 
June. Noting his scholarship and expertise, Professor 
of  Art History and Director of  Dartmouth’s leslie 
Center for the Humanities Adrian Randolph asked him 
to be one of  the Center’s Fellows.  “We are fortunate 
to have him here,” says Randolph. “His scholarship 
is excellent and this gives us an opportunity to 
strengthen the bond between Dartmouth and AUK.”

When asked what he noticed first about life in 
Hanover, New Hampshire, Professor O’Meara said, 
“Coming from Kuwait?  Cars that slowed down and 
stopped for pedestrians.  Cars, in fact, that stopped – 
full stop!” On a more serious note, O’Meara says that 
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his work at the leslie Center, “will allow me to anchor concepts more completely in their historical context. 
Reading primary sources depends on my general knowledge of  Islamic culture and the chapter on Paradise will 
figure in my courses at AUK on Persian and Mughal art.”   

Professor Rosenthal in Art History adds that the AUK students have much in common with their counterparts 
at Dartmouth. “They are eager to learn and to expand their horizons. We here at Dartmouth—students, faculty, 
and staff  alike—can learn a lot from engaging with our visitors, as they bring different experiences and new 
perspectives to our community.”

By Laurel Stavis
Courtesy of  Dartmouth College, Office of  Public Affairs

AUK students, faculty fellow, and Dartmouth-AUK administrators on the Dartmouth Green in front of  Baker library.

left to right: Mohammad Qasem, Dale F. Eickelman, (Dartmouth-AUK Relationship Coordinator), Mary Batchelder (Dartmouth-AUK Administrative Assistant), 
Dartmouth student Bruce Jobse, laurel Stavis (Dartmouth-AUK Executive Director), Emad Salama, AUK Professor Simon O’Meara, Hala Al-Qaband and Nur 
Soliman.
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Annual Dinner Night at American University of  

Kuwait
The American University of  Kuwait held its Annual Faculty and Staff  Dinner on May 7, to celebrate faculty and 
staff  who have served AUK for five years and honor exemplary staff  for their outstanding performance in all 
areas of  university life.  The awards are aimed at excellence in leadership skills, organizational skills, people skills 
and service to the AUK Community. Some even showcased hidden talents including Karaoke contestants Faten 
Al-Kadiri and Saleem Aboobacker.  This event was sponsored by Habchi and Chalhoub, Tanagra, Swarovski, 
Tumi, longchamp, Digits, KCCEC, Gulf  Insurance Company, Al-Zuhair Medical Center, Trafalgar and 
KAPICO.

Abdulaziz Abal
Instructor, Intensive English Program 

(IEP)

Abdulraheem Sallam
Accountant (Receivables)

Ali Charara
Assistant Professor, Biology

Alia El-Assaad
Outreach & Events Coordinator

Amna Al-Omare
Director of  Library

Anastacio Prades
Senior Instructor - IEP

Andrea Al-Adwani
Student Affairs Counselor

Athmar Al-Salem
Assistant Professor of  Management

Carol Ann Ross
Dean of  Student Affairs

Craig loomis
Division Head of  Humanities and Arts

Dalal Al-Hubail
Corporate/Public Training Advisor

Five Year Service Awardees

David Hart
Lab Coordinator, IEP 

Fatma Khamis
Media & Communication Officer

Fernand Tessier
Associate Professor, Mathematics 

Ghazi Nassir
Associate Professor, English

Hala Auchey
Executive Assistant to the President 

Hana Kaouri
Library Automation Analyst

Hana Mathews
Assistant Registrar

Hussein Diab
Database Administrator

 
Jeremy Cripps

Division Head of  Business & 
Economics

John Barnett
Senior Instructor - IEP 

Kalimullah Bhuiyan
AUK Driver

liaquat Ali
Facilities Technician 

lisa Urkevich
Associate Professor - Music

Maha Khlat
Director of  Information & Technology 

Margaret Combs
Director of  IEP

Michael McMurray
Instructor/Coordinator, IEP

Neamat Mosaad
Associate Professor, Physics

Pauline Arthur
Instructor, IEP

Rawda Awwad
Assistant Dean for Accreditation and 

Curriculum  

Rebecca loomis
Instructor/Coordinator, IEP

Shereef  Abu Almaati
Division Head, Sciences and Engineering

Syed Fazululla
Driver/Stores Assistant 
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Following is a list of  Awardees:

Pareen Tajani                  
TEAM lEADER

Theodore K ruse              
TEAM lEADER

Micheline Zouein
MOST 

HUMOROUS
EMPLOYEE

Hala Al-Abdulrazzaq
MOST CREATIVE 

EMPLOYEE

Mazin Younis                  
EMPLOYEE OF THE 

YEAR (Finance & 
Administration)

Amal H adeed                   
EMPLOYEE 

OF THE YEAR 
(Academic Affairs)

Basema D ’ana                 
EMPLOYEE 

OF THE YEAR 
(Student Affairs)

Margaret C ombs              
EMPLOYEE 

OF THE YEAR 
(Management)

AUK’s First graduate Interns
AUK has welcomed this summer, for the first time, two graduate interns, Ashley Edwards and Kevin D’Arco. 
The University has seen numerous undergraduate Dartmouth College interns throughout the years, but Ashley 
and Kevin are the first graduate interns at AUK.  Both are pursuing a career in Student Affairs Administration 
and have chosen AUK to spend 8 weeks of  their Summer completing graduate internships within the Division 
of  Student Affairs. 

Ashley Edwards was born and raised in long Beach, California where she lived until 2004 when she started 
her undergraduate career at Illinois State University, taking advantage of  their Minority Academic Scholarship. 
In May 2008, she received her Bachelor’s in Family and Consumer Sciences with a minor in Psychology.  A 
few months later, she started her graduate degree in College Student Personnel Administration, also at Illinois 
State University. She is currently an academic advisement graduate assistant at the School of  Social Work and is 
looking to work in advising or enrollment management at a community college or a university overseas when she 
is done with her degree in May 2010.

Ashley will be working in the Student Success Center and in the Office of  Student Life. For the Student 
Success Center, Ashley is working with the SSC staff  to update their logistics manuals, student brochures, and 
information for their website.  As for the Office of  Student Life, she is working on expanding New Student 
Orientation and assisting with the coordinator of  this year’s Convocation. Also, she is preparing the foundation 
of  a service learning program for the university. When asked why she chose to spend her summer at AUK 

8
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Ashley said, “The American University of  Kuwait sounded like a can’t miss opportunity! A growing university 
with a dedicated staff  in a community full of  culture and great people…. What more can an intern ask for? I 
am very pleased with my choice for the summer and glad I took the chance to learn all about the students of  
AUK. ”

Kevin D’Arco was born in Florida and raised in Edison, New Jersey. He completed his Bachelor’s in 
History and Sociology at The Ohio State University in 2008 and is currently enrolled in the Student Affairs 
Administration in Higher Education program at Texas A&M University; with graduation scheduled for the 
Spring of  2010.  As an undergrad, he was involved with Homecoming and the Admissions Office, among other 
activities.  At Texas A&M, Kevin works as a graduate advisor in the Memorial Student Center Complex for two 
committees called Freshman leadership International and Aggies Reaching Out.

Kevin will be working in the 
Office of  the Dean of  Student 
Affairs, and in the Office of  
Student Life. For the Office of  
the Dean of  Student Affairs, 
Kevin is working with different 
departments within the Division 
to develop policies and create 
assessment strategies for future 
use, helping staff  learn to 
strategically implement CAS 
(Council for Advancement of  
Standards in Higher Education) 
Standards, as well as enhancing 
a Student Affairs staff  
development program.  For the 
Office of  Student Life, Kevin is 
creating student-leader training 
modules for club presidents, 
secretaries and treasurers and 
is working with students and staff  to develop new diversity initiatives. Regarding the reasons why he decide to 
intern at AUK, Kevin said, “I started the process of  searching for student affairs internships last Fall with the 
hopes of  finding a unique experience that would match my career interests, and my placements within AUK 
have provided me just that.  I have enjoyed working with the staff  here and I am grateful for the opportunity to 
expand my knowledge of  the student affairs field within the AUK Division of  Student Affairs.”

Both Ashley & Kevin became interested in a career in Student Affairs as a result of  their undergraduate 
experiences.  Ashley served a yearlong internship assisting the advisor in her undergraduate department which 
sparked her interested in the profession.  Ashley found working at a university in Student Affairs rewarding as it 
gave her the opportunity to help students work towards achieving personal and career goals.  

For Kevin it was a positive undergraduate experience through his mentors and participating in various 
opportunities on campus.  The field of  Student Affairs was a natural blend of  interests; combining his drive 
to work in education with a broad scope of  applications on campus.   Ashley and Kevin will be at AUK until 
the end of  July 2009 when they will return to the US and complete the final year of  graduate work at their 
respective institutions.

Graduate interns Kevin D’Arco and Ashley Edwards
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Julius Caesar Visits AUK

AUK’s Theater Program presented on May 27-30 the famous play by William Shakespeare, Julius Caesar at the 
Black Box Studio, featuring for the first time a cast that included AUK faculty members. 
Julius Caesar portrays the conspiracy against the famous Roman emperor of  the same name and touches 
important themes such as patriotism, loyalty and friendship. AUK’s production of  Julius Caesar was staged 
anachronistically blending elements of  ancient Roman history, Elizabethan storytelling, and contemporary 
settings, sounds, and clothing familiar to a 21st Century audience.  The play began with a rowdy mob cheering 
for Caesar as they tear down images of  Pompey, the late Roman general, recently defeated by Julius Caesar.  The 
mob, however, is quickly put down by two tribunes (the Roman equivalents to peace officers) who challenge the 
unruly citizens to remember their recent adoration for Pompey and question their sudden change of  heart.  The 
action then moves to Caesar reveling in his glory while the audience is introduced to Brutus and Cassius, the 
primary agents responsible for the assassination plot against Caesar.  Representing the human poles of  reason 
and passion, Brutus and Cassius forge together a group of  like-minded conspirators setting in motion one of  
the most famous stories in the history of  civilization that culminates in bloody civil war, the death of  the Roman 
Republic, and the birth of  an empire.

Perhaps the most exciting twist to AUK’s production is seven faculty members who joined the cast of  male 
students to round out the multitude of  characters who took the stage.  Dr. Jeremy Cripps played the role of  
Julius Caesar while Margaret Combs (Director of  AUK’s Intensive English Program) joined him as Caesar’s 
wife, Calpurnia.  Other faculty members-turned-
actors include Dr. Raymond Farrin, Dr. Christopher 
Ohan, Dr. Rawda Awwad, Dr. Roman Kulchitsky, 
and Professor Shareefa Al-Adwani.  Student actors 
include Aschod Kuyumjian as Brutus, Hisham Najem 
as Cassius, and Nader Abdullah as Mark Antony. The 
play, Directed by Professor Christopher Gottschalk, 
reflects the talent and determination of  over thirty 
students working together as cast and production crew.  
Reflecting segregation in higher education, all of  the 
students involved are men; however, performances 
were open to both men and women.

The cast of  Julius Caesar

A scene from Julius caesar
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The Opera Gallery Dubai held a summer exhibition titled, ‘New Talents from Kuwait’.  This début exhibition of  
the students from the American University of  Kuwait was the first time these young artists showcase their talent 
to the general public and their first collective outside of  Kuwait. 

Opera Gallery was delighted to launch these young artists into the international art scene. “Opera Gallery has 
always had a commitment to bring new talent to the public attention, and to introduce great artists and artwork 
to Dubai and to the rest of  the world,” says Bertrand Epaud, General Manager of  Opera Gallery Dubai. 

Dominique Malardé and William Andersen, professors of  art at AUK, which started its arts program just three 
years ago, now work with hundreds of  students.  The top 8 artists were chosen to exhibit with Opera Gallery. 
Malardé said, “I still remember my first course with my twelve students, we were really starting a new adventure 
together, not knowing what to expect, with the magic of  discovery, its fears, its doubts and its joys. We have 
come a long way since then.”

Today the AUK Studio Arts Program welcomes hundreds of  students and many teachers. “By expanding the 
Studio Arts Program at AUK and by the many hours of  individual and group critiques and meetings outside of  
classes, we have pushed some of  the especially talented students to work at a professional level and exhibit their 
work out in the real world,” added Andersen. 

Now, the best of  this young generation of  artists from AUK earned the unique opportunity of  exhibiting their 
work at the internationally famous Opera Gallery in Dubai. The exhibition was very well received and attended 
by VIP customers and professionals, and some of  the artwork has been bought by art collectors from New 
York, Paris, Serbia and Australia. Out of  the 24 pieces on exhibition 16 have already been sold.

Supported by DIFC lifestyle Group, the exhibition ran from June 27th-July 11th, 2009

opera gallery Dubai launches ‘New Talents from 
Kuwait’

AUK art students at the Opera Gallery Dubai with professors Dominique Malardé and William Andersen
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The Sciences and Engineering Division reached 
a milestone on May 27th by holding its first ACM 
Technology Fair in the AUK Auditorium.  It was 
well attended by faculty, students and their families as 
well as the Ministry of  Interior. Technology related 
companies such as Microsoft and Dell were also 
present.

The main focus of  the evening was a series of  
Capstone Projects done by our AUK CSIS students. 
Each   presentation involved important uses of  
modern technology namely The GPS System, laptop 
and mobile phones.

Dr. Shereef  Abu Almaati, Division Head of  Sciences 
& Engineering, welcomed all with a warm speech and 
great pride elaborating on “the magic” at AUK.  He 
introduced the spokesperson of  the evening, AUK 
President Marina Tolmacheva, who spoke about our 
model of  the liberal Arts covering a cocktail of  both 
Sciences and Arts, not forgetting to mention our 
new program, Computer Engineering and the ABET 
Standard of  Accreditation.

The man behind the Curtain was AUK’s Dr. Amir 
Zeid, Program lead of  CSIS.  He spoke about his 
vision of  holding a showcase presenting “AUK 
students’ talents and ingenuity.  This whole Fair was a 
realization of  that vision.”  He was still beaming with 
pride as one of  his teams won the “Microsoft Imagine 
Cup,” of  the mobile development category in Dubai.  

After the presentations, a panel of  judges determined 
the top three scores. The panel was composed of   
Drs. Shereef  Abu Al-Maati, Abdulwahab Al Othman, 
Rawda Awad, Ali Charara, Roman Kulchitsky, 
Neamat Mosaad, and Director of  IT at AUK Maha 
Hurayki  Khlat.  The criteria was based on innovation, 
problem definition, effectiveness, presentation, quality, 
creativity, and ability to answer the questions posed.

First place was awarded to “ElectReduce,” the 
evening’s favorite and the winner of  this year’s, 
“Gulf  Imagine Cup Regional Finals” in Dubai. 
“ElectReduce” is an application developed to monitor 
electricity consumption.  It can be installed on the 

CSIS Capstone Projects 
at the ACM Technology 

Fair

cell phone.  When utilized, the user will be able to 
access his personal consumption and will be aware of  
how much to reduce.  In addition, it also encourages 
conservation through “reward system.”

 Second place went to “Yebo”, a creation of  an “AUK 
Online Yearbook” containing extensive databases 
including photos and videos exclusively taken at AUK.  
Other attractions included an  electronic Voice of  AUK, 
virtual model for fashion, music, social network, free 
mobile messaging, competitions, and many more.

In third, “Where’s My laptop?” a new software 
designed to collect information which helps in tracking 
and retrieving the laptop in case it is either lost or 
stolen.  It can be installed in any laptop.

The three teams were awarded with trophies and 
gifts from the sponsors.   As a token of  gratitude, the 
CSIS Capstone students awarded both Dr. Shereef  
Abu Almaati and Dr. Amir Zeid with trophies.  The 
eventful evening was concluded with dinner and an 
open poster session for projects that were developed 
by CSIS students.

Top three teams:
1.  ElectReduce - Abdullah Al-Shaikh,     
 Abdelwahab Al Atiqi,  Ali Dashti,  Salman Al-  
 Saffar,  Ahmad Ashour
2.  “YEBO”  - Ahmed Lotfy,  Ahmed Mahmoud
3. Where is My laptop? – Mubarak Al-Maari,   

The ElectReduce team which won first place at the fair
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Dr. Nassir to Author a New Book

Associate Professor of  English at AUK Dr. Ghazi Q. Nassir’s proposal to author a book 
about Samuel Johnson and Orientalism has been accepted by the Edwin Mellen Press.

The main purpose of  the book, Samuel Johnson and Orientalism, is to demonstrate how 
Samuel Johnson’s Irene, Rasselas and his other short Oriental tales (five in the Rambler and 
three in the Idler) share, with previous Oriental writings, a common focus on Islam, Arabs, 
their culture, and political systems. Johnson’s assessments of  and observations on Islam 
and Arab cultures in both his writings and conversations clearly prove that he looked at 

them less objectively. His treatment of  the Orient was highly biased (throughout this book 
the term “Orient” is used, as in Johnson’s time, to designate lands and cultures who were generally equivalent 
to the Ottoman Empire: Turkey, Syria, Palestine, Egypt, Iraq, Arabia, Persia, and Abyssinia). The book seeks to 
furnish the students of  eighteenth century English literature, Johnsonian scholars, orientalists with some useful 
observations on Johnson’s Orientalism, as a whole, and as well on particular works in the light of  what is now 
known of  Samuel Johnson’s life, personality, psychological profile, and the intellectual and literary milieu in 
which he wrote. 

The author’s main concern is the attitude and the opinions of  Johnson, more than the sources that were 
available to him. By the same token, the use that he made of  these sources is a strong indication of  his attitude. 
Generally speaking, when an author like Johnson, who is famous for his fantastic memory, deletes or adds 
information, this allows readers to see that he purposely knew the information was wrong, and absurd.    

The manuscript is five chapters long and will be delivered in its entirety by the end of  October 2010.

The first EDUNIVERSAL World Convention named 
AUK’s Business and Economics Division as belonging 
to the Official Selection of  the Best Business 
Schools. The Business and Economics Division was 
awarded the EDUNIVERSAL two Palmes certificate 
highlighting the growing success of  the institution on 
an international scale. This has placed the Business 
and Economics Division in a privileged club of  the 
1,000 best business schools listed over 153 countries. 
The schools were judged based on the criteria of  the 
EDUNIVERSAl methodology, which involves an 
annual vote by the respective Deans of  each university.

The Convention took place on November 4-5, 
2008 in Paris, gathering 250 academic and strategic 
representatives from the best business schools and 
faculties in the world in an effort to promote the 
internationalization of  higher education. In the 
span of  two days several conference, seminars and 
workshops were moderated by experts in education 
including UNESCO and the Academic Council of  the 
United Nations System among others.

Business and Economics 
Division Among the Best

gulf  Studies Program 
Awards Second 

Certificate
Adam H. lary became the second student to receive 
a certificate from the Gulf  Studies Program at the 
American University of  Kuwait, coordinated by Dr. 
Marjorie Kelly, Assistant Professor of  Anthropology.  
lary is a West Point cadet who will be returning to the 
U.S. in early June to complete his B.A. in Engineering 
Psychology.  While spending the Spring semester 
at AUK, he took courses in history, international 
relations, and anthropology as well as beginning the 
study of  Arabic.  He also enjoyed meeting Kuwaiti 
students and traveling locally to learn firsthand about 
Arab culture and history.  

The Gulf  Studies Certificate Program is designed for 
visiting students or non-degree-seeking students who 
wish to spend a semester at AUK, focusing on regional 
history, politics, society, culture, and the arts. Students 
are required to take a total of  twelve hours from a 
growing list of  courses that includes Islamic Art, the 
History of  Kuwait, and Arab Society and Culture.

Dr. Ghazi Nassir
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Innovative Technology 

at AUK 
AUK, a leading innovator of  educational technology 
in Kuwait, announced the introduction of  Interwrite’s 
Personal Response System (PRS).  AUK is the first 
educational institution in Kuwait to utilize this 
interactive teaching tool, which enables the instructor 
to assess student comprehension of  concepts 
immediately, questions are asked, and the students lock 
in answers.  The Instructor can then interact with the 
class on subject matter and keep testing the class until 
all achieve the correct answer – all in real time. 

The PRS system improves the quality of  teaching 
in that it encourages student involvement, provides 
immediate feedback to students as well as professors 
and automates classroom recordkeeping. It records 
attendance automatically, checks to make sure all 
present are responding to questions and identifies 
anyone who fails to respond.  Classroom participation 
is constantly checked.  When questions are in quiz 
form, PRS objectively records student performance.  
This means classroom time is devoted to teaching and 
not record-keeping.

Dr. John Rutland, Associate Professor of  Business at 
AUK, has led the way in testing and implementing the 
PRS System (known as “the clicker” at AUK) since 
Fall 2008.

The ‘Clicker’

AUK’s PR & Marketing Department had the pleasure 
of  hosting Ashraf  Kessaissia to conduct an in-depth 
tutorial of  the Adobe CS4 (Creative Suite, version 4) 
package on Sunday May 10, 2009 at the liberal Arts 
Auditorium.  The Adobe CS4 package entails various 
updated design softwares, including Photoshop, 
Illustrator, and InDesign.

The tutorial was open to the AUK community, 
mainly students majoring in Graphic Design & 

Adobe CS4 Tutorial at 
AUK 

Communication and Media.  Ashraf  showed new 
tricks and short-cuts on how to implement design 
tasks, and introduced how the new Adobe programs 
(mainly Photoshop, InDesign, and Illustrator) works since 
it has been upgraded to version 4.  His tutorial was 
humorous, engaging and very interactive.

One of  the main features of  the tutorial was the 
introduction and launch of  TASMEEM.  TASMEEM 
is an innovative set of  plug-ins and fonts for Adobe 
InDesign CS4, and is customized and catered for the 
Middle East (ME) version that have been specifically 
developed for Arabic designs and typography.  Since 
Arabic typography has been a great challenge for 
the printing and publishing industry in the Middle 
East, Ashraf  presented the different methods and 
flexibility  that TASMEEM provides, fully expressing 
the enormous variability of  Arabic letters and sentence 
structuring in a designed format.  Ashraf  offered many 
of  the attendees the tools and information for greater 
freedom in a real Arabic-friendly design environment.

Ashraf  Kessaissia is a Sales & Marketing representative 
for WinSoft since 2008, and oversees the company’s 
sales in the Middle East and North Africa.  Prior to 
working with WinSoft,  Ashraf  was a Development 
Engineer, then Marketing Manager for a multinational 
company.  In parallel, Ashraf  is a photographer 
represented by ReduxPictures Agency (NewYork).  
Ashraf  holds a Master’s degree in electronics 
and semiconductor from the Institut National 
Polytechnique de Grenoble (France), and frequently 
conducts lectures and tutorials in the region, such 
as the Design Day (D-Day) Conference in Dubai, 
sponsored by Adobe.  More information on Ashraf  
Kessaissia can be found on his website:  
www.ashrafkessaissia.com 

Ashraf  Kesssaisa during his presentation
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Profiled: Chris Gottschalk

It comes as no surprise that William Shakespeare 
ranks at the top of  Theater Program Professor 
Chris Gottschalk’s list of  people with whom he 
would like to eat dinner and talk. This would be 
a unique moment for Chris to express his deep 
gratitude to Shakespeare for his many contributions 
to the world of  theater and his influence on his own 
life. For Chris, theater enables one to understand 
the world through the perspective of  the character 
that he plays. Teaching theater at AUK gives Chris 
the rare opportunity to learn about himself  and 
about the world through his students who teach 
him about their culture on a daily basis. Oddly, the 
thought of  teaching theater in the Middle East had 
never come to Chris’s mind and the personal lessons 
and challenges that this would bring were, for some 
time, unimaginable. 

Graduating from UC San Diego with a Masters in 
Fine Arts, Chris moved to New York City to pursue 
a career in professional acting in Classical Theater. 
like most professional actors, Chris also held two 
day-time jobs to make a living and while Chris 
enjoyed this lifestyle, he eventually grew dissatisfied 
especially when the political climate in the world 
took a turn for the worse in 2005. Wanting to be the 
change that he wanted to be, Chris began looking 
for options for a career change. The current political 
climate in the US, pushed his goal of  professorship 

to his more immediate plans and he began looking for positions to cover professors on sabbatical. By chance, 
he came across an advertisement for a teaching position at the American University of  Kuwait in the Chronicle of  
Higher Education, he applied and the rest is history. 

At AUK, Chris not only enjoys sharing his passion for theater with his students but also learning about the many 
cultures of  the Middle East from which his students come. And despite the occasional challenges that teaching 
theater in Kuwait sometimes entails, Chris finds ways to overcome them and learn from them. It has especially 
been an educational experience for Chris in the classroom with students from a much different culture than his 
own. Coming from a liberal arts educational background, Chris has no difficulty encouraging a dialogos teacher-
student relationship in the classroom which benefits both the student and the teacher. 

In addition to Shakespeare, Chris also says that he would like to meet Jesus Christ, the Prophet Mohammad, and 
Siddhartha Gautama, the three pioneers of  the world’s leading religions. For Chris, it would be interesting to see 
the three engaged in a conversation and discussing issues of  the world. A final person that Chris would like to 
meet is the new President of  the US, Barack Obama. At the end of  the day, Chris considers himself  a humanist, 
interested in learning about the human being on his own terms. Coming to Kuwait and teaching at AUK has 
opened Chris’s mind to a culture that he had only known through media and he is grateful for every experience. 
During the summers Chris returns to New York City to act in Classical Theater productions. 

Professor Chris Gottschalk

15



AUKChronicle
Faculty News

Dr. Mohsen Bagnied, Associate Professor of  
Marketing has been appointed Division Head of  
Business and Economics for the Academic Year 
2009-2010. The appointment is effective September 
1, 2009.  Current Division Head Professor Jeremy 
Cripps has kindly accepted to undertake the 
critical work of  planning for the Association of  
Collegiate Business Schools and Programs (ACBSP) 
accreditation.  The University thanks Professor Cripps 
for his years of  invaluable service and contributions 
to the improvement of  the Division of  Business and 
Economics.  

The planned expansion of  the Dean’s Office saw 
the assignment of  Dr. John Russell, Professor of  
Accounting, as Associate Dean for Administration 
effective immediately. the assignment of.  Dr. Rawda 
Awwad, Assistant Professor of  English, was appointed 
Assistant Dean for Accreditation and Curriculum on 
April 12th, 2009.  The current planned expansion of  
the Dean’s Office is now complete.

Dr. Rizwan Ahmad, Assistant Professor in the English 
Department, presented a research paper entitled 
“Multilingualism in a monolingual country: a case of  
Kuwait” at the “linguistics in the Gulf-II” Conference 
held at Qatar University, Doha, on April 11 and 12, 
2009. The conference attracted linguists from various 
universities in the Gulf  region. 

The Council for Private Universities (PUC) held a 
ceremony on Tuesday May 12 to recognize and award 
Six Sigma training course certificates to participating 
university staff  and faculty. AUK’s Mourad Dakhli, 
Mutlaq Al-Mutairi and Theodore Kruse were among 
the participants at the well attended ceremony at 
the Kuwait Chamber of  Commerce receiving the 
Six Sigma certificate, as well as a commemorative 
plaque on behalf  of  AUK. The certification received 
is of  the Black Belt level of  the Six Sigma business 
management strategy which PUC has extended to the 
private colleges and universities with the intention of  
bringing a business-like focus on improving operations 
management to Kuwait’s higher education institutions.

HUMAN rESoUrCES NEWS
NEW HIrES

MAY 2009
Dina N. El Zohairy, Registrar Coordinator - Record Services, Registrar

Louay Ibrahim, Administrative Assistant - Temporary, Admissions

JUNE 2009
Abdulraheem Sallam, Accountant Receivable-Temporary, Center for Continuing Education

Areej Mounir Haider , Registrar Coordinator - Graduation Services, Registrar
Meredith Ann Katz, Instructor, Social Sciences

Jill Nicole Casten, Instructor, Humanities & Arts
Emily Ccecile Martin, Instructor, Social Sciences

Cory Epler, Instructor, Humanities & Arts
Suzette Viviers, Instructor, Business & Economics

Justin Donald Shanks, Instructor, Humanities & Arts
Brandon Wheeler, Instructor, Social Sciences

Deborah Wheeler, Instructor, Humanities & Arts
Mahamed Bou-Shehri, Instructor, Sciences & Engineering

Amira Ahmed Haroun, Administrative Assistant - Temporary, Office of  Finance & Administration
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