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A Message from the President
Dear AUK Faculty and Staff,

Welcome back after summer vacation, after 
Ramadan and Eid, when we greet new students 
and start the new Academic Year 2009-2010. 
After we celebrated our second Commencement 
in June 2009, graduating more than 260 students, 
we had a very successful Summer Session and 
several outstanding new developments.  Over 
1,450 students of  almost 35 different nationalities 
registered for AUK summer classes. Among 
Summer faculty were two Visiting Professors from 
the US Naval Academy and five graduate instructors from Virginia Tech; 
two graduate interns from US universities worked in Student Affairs. We 
hope to continue the practice of  attracting US scholars for visiting teaching 
engagements at AUK. This semester we welcome the new Fulbright Fellow, 
Dr. Suad Ali of  Arizona State University. Dr. Ali’s recent book “A Religion, 
Not a State” (University of  Utah Press, 2009), is a study of  the 1925 secularist 
polemic by the Egyptian theologian and political philosopher Ali `Abd al-
Raziq. 

The Fall 2009 semester started at AUK with a full week of  student-oriented 
activities. Faculty and staff  are always invited to participate in events like the 
Convocation (held on September 30) to help celebrate the academic aspect 
of  the University and integrate students and their parents into the life of  
academe. Even though we closed new admissions on September 13 and 
now only admit students to the Spring 2010 semester, we have witnessed 
exceptional growth in student enrollments, and have met our enrollment 
goals. The full Fall 2009 Census will be compiled in time for the November 
meeting of  the AUK Board of  Trustees.

Student compliance with AUK guidelines for timely registration and tuition 
payment has also improved. Experience shows that students who observe 
AUK regulations at admission time often have a stronger academic record 
and also do better as undergraduates at AUK. The new AUK Advising 
Handbook has been published to assist in academic advising and student 
guidance through the four-year degree plans (each Major has the four-year 
degree plan published in the Catalog as well). The noticeable growth in 
enrollment is testimony to AUK’s reputation for quality programs; however, 
it is also a source of  some concern. AUK is working on developing options 
to improve the parking situation, and we are looking at ways to accommodate 
the hundreds of  students lacking sufficient parking within walking distance 
of  campus. 

If  you are new in Kuwait, you may not know that taxi service here is 
standardized and inexpensive, and the fare is the same if  you share a ride. 
Also, many locals make arrangements with a particular taxi-driver who then 
provides transportation timed to accommodate their commuting needs. If  
the bus is not an option, this kind of  arrangement is particularly convenient 
for those who may not own or lease a car in Kuwait or do not drive.
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The threat of  the new H1N1 flu strain has been met with AUK Directors’ Group forming a Lead Team to 
coordinate steps designed to protect the health of  our students and employees. From the President’s Cabinet 
to the cleaning crew, AUK has been working on campus-wide measures to improve University security and to 
prevent the spread of  H1N1 flu. The Department of  PR & Marketing has provided flyers, posters, and web-site 
information about the flu symptoms and prevention and included links to the Kuwait and international health and 
flu advisory resource sites. Please take care of  your health, keep informed and safe.

THE DARTMOUTH CONNECTION:
The past summer was marked by a noticeable expansion of  AUK presence on the Dartmouth campus. The AUK-
Dartmouth Fellowship program held a competitive search, and the winner of  the first such award was Dr. Simon 
O’Meara (Art History), who spent five weeks at Dartmouth researching material for his new book project and 
several commissioned encyclopedia entries. In addition to the AUK award, Dr. O’Meara received the Visiting 
Scholar affiliation to the Leslie Center for the Humanities at Dartmouth College. At the Center, he was given a 
private office and computer and a shared printer and photocopier for the duration of  his June-July stay. We hope 
to continue the Fellowship program and plan to open a new competition this Fall for the Summer 2010 award 
term. Also this summer, we had two male AUK students interning at Dartmouth in the Rassias program (Emad 
Salama and Mohammad Qasem) and two female students (Hala Al-Qabandy and Nur Soliman) in the new 
AUK internship program at the Hood Museum of  Art on the Dartmouth campus. In the late spring-early summer 
2009, AUK hosted two female students from Dartmouth (Dinah Warren and Laura Cree), and this Fall there are 
two male students on our campus, working for Student Affairs, IEP, The Voice of  AUK, and the Arabian Heritage 
Project, Charlie Dameron and Matt Forman. 

TRANSITIONS:
I am very pleased to report that, in addition to welcoming several new faculty in high-demand fields (more 
information on p.12), AUK has also promoted a number of  continuing faculty whose teaching, scholarly, and 
creative activities at AUK met the level of  performance meriting promotion. The thorough evaluation of  each 
individual application included internal and external review required by the AUK Guidelines for Faculty Promotion. 
Case documentation was reviewed by Division Heads, Committee Advisory to the Dean, and external consultants. 
The Dean of  the College of  Arts & Sciences forwarded the case files to the President with his own evaluations 
and recommendations, and the President made final decisions upon consultation with additional outside experts. 
At this time, the faculty earning promotion from the rank of  Assistant Professor to that of  Associate Professor 
include: Dr. Shereef  Abu Al-Maati (Computer Science), Dr. Hesham Al-Awadi (History), Dr. Mourad Dakhli 
(Economics), Dr. Juliet Dinkha (Psychology), and Dr. Christopher Ohan (History). Ms. Marcella Kulchitsky 
(Graphic Design) was promoted from Instructor to Assistant Professor. Congratulations to them all!  

The AUK Board Chair Shaikha Dana issued an update on the presidential transition plans. In brief, the plan is to 
have an Interim President serve after my December 2009 retirement while the full search for a new president is 
conducted internationally. The Board of  Trustees has appointed Dr. Earl L. (Tim) Sullivan as interim president 
effective January 1, 2010. A recently-retired former Provost of  the American University in Cairo, Dr. Sullivan 
brings a wealth of  academic and administrative experience to AUK. A political scientist with several scholarly 
books to his name, Dr. Sullivan visited AUK this Spring and met with some campus groups; we expect a return 
visit from him later this Fall. The Board has engaged Isaacson, Miller, a Boston-based search firm, to assist in 
the presidential search. Isaacson, Miller has worked on presidential searches at universities throughout the U.S., 
including Dartmouth College, Williams College, and Gallaudet University. Two representatives of  Isaacson, Miller 
visited AUK in September. They will be presenting their recommendations to the Executive Committee of  the 
Board of  Trustees. The Fall Board meeting is planned for November 1-2, 2009. I wish you all a productive Fall 
semester and hope for your continued success in your work for AUK. 

Marina Tolmacheva, PhD.
President
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CEA conducts a site visit at AUK February 25, 2009 from Left to Right Teresa 
O’Donnell, Sarah Klinghammer, AUK President Dr. Marina Tolmacheva, the IEP 
Director Margaret Combs, Mark Algren.

The American University of  Kuwait (AUK) 
announced today that the Intensive English Program 
(IEP) has been granted international accreditation 
from the U.S.-based Commission on English Language 
Programs Accreditation (CEA). 

“It is a tremendous achievement not only for 
AUK as the first intensive English program to be 
internationally accredited in Kuwait, but also for 
the English as a second language profession,” stated 
IEP Director Margaret Combs. “We are honored to 
have been accredited by the CEA and know that our 
students will value this esteemed approval from an 
internationally recognized accrediting organization.” 
Ms. Combs co-founded IEP in 2004 as an integral part 
of  the founding of  AUK. 

Over the course of  2007 and 2008, IEP conducted 
a rigorous examination of  the entire University and 
prepared a self-study report for the CEA. All program 
materials were sent for review to internationally 
recognized subject specialists chosen by the CEA. 
A team of  international evaluators conducted an 
onsite review in February 2009 that included financial 
audits, student services assessment and a survey of  
all procedures. Based on this entire process and the 
teams’ report to the CEA Accrediting Commission, 
IEP was granted international accreditation.

International Accreditation Granted to Intensive 
English Program

Program Meets International Standards for Academic, 
Administrative Excellence 

“AUK’s Intensive English Program deserves praise 
and tremendous respect for gaining international 
accreditation from CEA,” stated AUK President Dr. 
Marina Tolmacheva. “CEA was specifically created 
[in the United States] to assure global application of  
high academic standards in the teaching of  Intensive 
English. English competence is increasingly necessary 
to succeed in today’s world, and especially to succeed 
in pursuing university degrees that are internationally 
recognized.” 

“AUK is a young institution, and gaining international 
accreditation for our foundational program in English 
is testimony to the academic rigor, quality curriculum, 
and our excellent teaching faculty,” acknowledged 
Tolmacheva. “The fact that, from the start, AUK is 
granted the five-year   (Maximum) accreditation term 
is proof  of  confidence the Commission has not only 
in the quality of  our program, but also in the ability of  
AUK to sustain the high quality of  instruction and to 
progress further for the benefit of  our students.”

AUK is the second institution to achieve CEA 
accreditation for its Intensive English Program in the 
region – not only in the Gulf, but in the Middle East.  
Based in Alexandria, Virginia, CEA was founded in 
1999 by English language professionals as a specialized 
accrediting agency.  Its purpose is to provide a means 

for improving the quality of  English 
language teaching and administration 
through accepted standards. CEA 
conducts accreditation reviews in the 
U.S. and internationally. 

CEA is recognized by the United States 
Department of  Education, whose 
approval attests to the high quality of  
CEA as an accrediting agency. The 
recognition allows English language 
institutions in the United States to 
use CEA accreditation for purposes 
of  certification to admit international 
students.
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Beginning in the summer of  2011, qualified AUK 
students who wish to pursue engineering degrees may 
do so at Dartmouth. Upon successfully completing 
the program described below they will graduate with 
the Bachelor of  Engineering degree from Dartmouth’s 
Thayer School of  Engineering, in addition to a 
bachelor’s degree from AUK.  The Thayer Bachelor 
of  Engineering degree is accredited by ABET, Inc., 
the recognized accreditor for college and university 
programs in applied science, computing, engineering, 
and technology (www.abet.org).

Earn an ABET-
Accredited Degree 
in Engineering at 

Dartmouth:
New Program Open To AUK 

Students In 2011 

Dartmouth’s Thayer School of  Engineering, founded 
in 1867, offers one of  the most distinctive engineering 
programs in the world. Grounded in Dartmouth’s 
liberal arts curriculum, coursework at Thayer utilizes 
the resources of  the entire Dartmouth campus, 
combining the expertise of  Thayer faculty members 
with that of  faculty across the institution. 

Pioneering work in bioengineering, alternative fuel 
development, innovative medical systems, and robotics 
are just a few of  the areas for which Thayer is known. 
Engineering entrepreneurship and management are 
also major areas of  focus. Thayer faculty and graduates 
have founded some of  the most innovative new 
companies in the United States.  

(Left to right): Dean of  Thayer School of  Engineering Joseph Helble, Dean of  
AUK College of  Arts and Sciences Nizar Hamzeh, Professor of  Engineering 
(Thayer) Ursula Gibson, and Division Head of  of  Sciences and Engineering 
Shereef  AlMaati. The group met in November 2008 to go over details of  the dual 
degree program. Photo courtesy of  Kawakahi Keo Amina ’10

The AUK-Thayer Program begins the summer 
after sophomore year, with two required courses: 
Engineering Sciences (Engs) 21, “Introduction to 
Engineering,” a design and project course, and Engs 
22, “Systems,” which focuses on mathematical and 
physical modeling and analysis in several engineering 
disciplines.  A third course may be chosen, if  desired, 
from the other Thayer summer offerings.

Admission to the summer program is competitive, 
and based on prior academic performance and letters 
of  recommendation from AUK faculty members. 
Candidates for admission must be able to demonstrate 
academic achievement and a GPA that meets the 
requirements of  the Thayer School admissions 
committee.

Upon completing the summer courses at Dartmouth, 
students will return to AUK to complete their degree 
requirements. After graduation, they will return to 
Dartmouth for an additional year of  engineering study. 
The Thayer School Bachelor of  Engineering degree 
is awarded to students who meet the grade average 
requirements for the degree, as specified in the Thayer 
School Bulletin. 

Graduate study in engineering is also available at 
Thayer for qualified AUK students.

For more information, see the AUK course catalog or 
visit: 
http://engineering.dartmouth.edu/

Thayer on YouTube:
http://www.youtube.com/thayerschool

Thayer students created this Pro/MECHANICA model of  a brake rotor designed 
to improve the braking system of  a Dartmouth Formula race car. Photo courtesy of  
Doug Washburn
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Dr. Munshi Releases 
New Book

American University of  Kuwait (AUK) Professor of  
Anthropology and Division Head - Social Sciences, 
Shoma Munshi’s book Prime Time Soap Operas on Indian 
Television with Routledge (New Delhi/London/New 
York), has been published in August 2009. 

 
This is the first book to examine prime time soap 
operas on Indian television.  It examines five prime 
time soaps, and argues that this particular genre of  
popular culture provides important resources for 
insights into contemporary social issues and practices.  
Focusing on the complex constructions of  family, 
tradition, “Indian-ness” and gender, the book also 
analyzes narrative structures of  soaps in the context of  
their fractured and never-ending time frames and plot 
outlines. 

Meticulously researched and persuasively argued, 
the book tracks how prime time soaps in India have 
made the small screen a big medium in reaching 
out to people. It will be of  interest to students of  
anthropology and sociology, media and cultural 
studies, visual culture studies, gender and family 
studies, and also Asian studies in general. 
 
The book has 50 color visuals supplied by television 
content production houses and television channels. 
 
A book launch was held in Mumbai on August 25, 
2009, on the sets of  Bidaai, one of  the soap operas 
examined in the book. Organized by the producer-
director, Rajan Shahi, the stars and entire production 
crew were present at the launch. The media were 
invited for the occasion, which was televised on the 
channels of  Star News, Aaj Tak, TV 18, and News 24. 
 
The book will be reviewed in academic journals as 
well as the popular press, and is being exhibited in the 
upcoming Frankfurt Book Fair, the largest book fair in 
the world, from October 14-18, 2009. 
Outlook India, one of  the leading English language 
weekly magazines, has invited Dr. Munshi to do a 
special review piece on the book. This magazine is 
read worldwide and has one of  the largest circulation 
figures, both in India and overseas. 

The book received promising reviews. Dale F. 
Eickelman, the Ralph and Richard Lazarus Professor 
of  Anthropology and Human Relations at Dartmouth 
College, USA, said “If  Bollywood films idealize men 
and masculinity, Indian prime time soaps foreground 
women and frame attitudes toward changing family 
and gender roles. This superb book is good to think 
with, as Claude Lévi-Strauss might say. It links media 
studies in India firmly to the main currents of  social 
thought.”

Peter van der Veer, Director, Max Planck Institute for 
the Study of  Religious and Ethnic Diversity, Germany; 
and University Professor, Utrecht University, the 
Netherlands added, “This is a sophisticated and 
theoretically penetrating analysis of  Indian soap 
operas. It is deeply informative but fortunately does 
not spoil the fun. Munshi’s book is simultaneously 
wide-ranging and incisive; a must for those of  us 
interested in popular culture and everyday life in 
India.” 

The book cover of  Dr. Munshi’s new book
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When asked as to what impact Indian prime time soap 
operas have had in shaping and changing attitudes in 
India Dr. Munshi said, “ a great deal, and for that, you 
must read the book! This is by far the most contested 
territory since there is a general tendency to dismiss 
soaps and their heroines as portrayed regressively, 
with stereotypical images of  submissive women. What 
is exciting, and heartening, is to see how, despite the 
criticisms leveled against them, prime time soap operas 
play a central role in empowering women. Throughout 
the book, I have tried to show how prime time soap 
narratives are so structured as to carry out this role; 
and how their heroines are represented as strong 
women, who, when faced with moral dilemmas, or 
in tackling other problems, deal with them in ways 
that must undoubtedly resonate with many women 
who feel that these soaps change the way they see and 
interact with their world.”

Copies can also be ordered directly from Routledge 
India. Please send an email to marketing@tandfindia.
com or bookorders@tandfindia.com. Some copies of  
the book are available in AUK’s book store and AUK’s 
library will also order copies. 

AUK Compares 
Favorably With US 

Counterparts
As part of  a self-study, the American University 
of  Kuwait (AUK) participated in the Educational 
Benchmarking, Inc (EBI) Undergraduate Business 
2008 - 2009 Exit Assessment Program.  The EBI 
survey received 36,688 returned responses from 201 
public and private institutions of  higher education 
from the United States and abroad.  The purpose of  
the survey is to compare AUK with other American 
undergraduate universities as part of  the American 
University of  Kuwait’s program of  and commitment 
to continuous improvement.

The survey of  2009 graduates produced statistical 
results for such things as the overall aggregate 
responses to the survey; a select aggregate of  
responses from a group of  seven undergraduate liberal 
arts universities, including AUK.  The six American 
undergraduate liberal arts institutions were selected 
to be comparable with AUK; and an aggregate of  
responses from graduates of  The American University 
of  Kuwait. The six American liberal arts institutions 
are all ranked highly in the US News & World Report 
2009 Rankings.

The overall response rate of  all university graduates 
in the survey was 62%.  The response rate from AUK 
graduates was 67%.  The survey response rate is high 
and indicates the survey results are reliable.

Overall the survey results illustrate clearly, that 
the levels of  academic standards at the American 
University of  Kuwait compare favorably with the 
academic standards at the 201 American universities 
participating in the survey. 

A study of  the statistical evidence should please 
students and parents of  students who have attended, 
are attending or plan to attend the American 
University of  Kuwait. 

The results of  the survey show that AUK’s 
performance equals or exceeds the performance of  
comparable American undergraduate universities.  
AUK was rated excellent for critical thinking, problem 
solving, effective managerial and leadership skills, 
effective communication and team work, and how to 
use and manage technology.

AUK Welcomes Fall 09 
Dartmouth Interns

AUK welcomes the Fall 2009 Dartmouth interns, 
Charlie Dameron and Matt Forman. Charlie and Matt 
are the 10th pair of  Dartmouth interns to join AUK 
since the program’s inception and will be staying until 
the end of  November 2009.

Charlie Dameron, a junior from San Antonio, Texas, 
is majoring in Government and History modified 
with Arabic. He graduated with a Classical Diploma 
from the Phillips Exeter Academy in Exeter, New 

Charlie Dameron Matt Forman
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Hampshire in 2007, where he was student body president his senior year. He attended Duke University for one 
year before transferring to Dartmouth. At Duke, Charlie took an interest in Arabic and Islamic Studies, and 
attended the Jeddah Economic Forum in Saudi Arabia with several others from his Islamic Studies seminar 
program.  At Dartmouth, Charlie is a rower for the Men’s Lightweight team, a member of  the Beta Alpha 
Omega fraternity, and Executive Editor of  The Dartmouth Review, a bi-weekly independent newspaper. 

Charlie will be working in the Gulf  Studies Center, with The Voice of  AUK, and a third area still to be 
determined.

Matthew J. Forman is a member of  the Class of  2011 at Dartmouth College.  A major in History with 
concentration in History of  Science and minor in Music, Matthew is excited to further develop his relationship 
with the American University of  Kuwait.  Drawn to the intern program through the teleconferences of  Fall 
2008 with Dr. Awwad’s and Dr. Eickelman’s students, he is very much looking forward to working with the 
students, faculty, and staff  at AUK.  At Dartmouth, Matthew is very active in the musical life of  the College.  
He sings with both the Dartmouth Chamber Singers, a smaller a cappella vocal ensemble, and the Handel 
Society of  Dartmouth College, a larger oratorio society founded in 1807.  Matthew also plays in the trombone 
section of  the Barbary Coast Jazz Ensemble.  Outside of  his musical pursuits, he has worked as a tutor through 
Dartmouth’s Academic Skills Center and has written articles on the history of  science for the Thayer School of  
Engineering magazine, Dartmouth Engineer.

Matt will be working in the Arabian Heritage Project, the Intensive English Program, and with The Voice of  
AUK.

Library Staffer Attends Immersion Program
AUK’s Reference/Instruction Librarian, Asma J. Al-Kanan, attended the Immersion 09 training program by the 
Association of  College & Research Libraries at Eckerd College in St. Petersburg, Florida. 

The program is an annual affair that provides intensive 
information literacy training and education for 
instruction librarians. Faculty members of  nationally 
recognized librarians teach this program yearly. Asma 
was the only participant selected from overseas and was 
enrolled in the teacher track of  the program focusing 
on individual development for those who are interested 
in enhancing, or extending their individual instruction 
skills. Curriculum included classroom techniques, 
learning theory, leadership and assessment framed in 
the context of  information literacy.

Asma’s experience left her with a sense of  belonging 
to a community of  committed librarians from different 
institutions in the United States sharing common goals 
toward information literacy practice and teaching.Asma Al-Kanan with the teaching faculty
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Bader Al-Jihayem, Saleh Al-Duwaisan, and Jeanne Al-Failakawi at the World 
Games in Taiwan, July 2009

In August 2008, Jeanne Al-Failakawi joined the AUK “Wolfpack” team in the Center for Continuing Education 
(CCE) Department. Since her arrival on campus she has assisted in reorganizing and developing CCE, she is 
also a member and team manager of  the Kuwait Wakeboard Team, not to mention the only female representing 
Kuwait in the sport.

During the past year, Jeanne has become a star in the sport, and has spent most of  her free time giving lessons 
to women who share her enthusiasm for wakeboarding.  Working with Al-Shaya Marine, Jeanne assisted in 
creating a Wakeboard Summer Camp here in Kuwait. 

In February 2009, Jeanne attended her first ever Wakeboard competition, which was held in Dubai and hosted 
by Emma Jones, the 2001world title holder. Jeanne grabbed 2nd place during the first two competitions, 1st 
place in the third competition and 2nd in the fourth competition. 

July of  2009 was an eventful 
wakeboarding month for 
Jeanne where she participated 
in two major events. Jeanne 
and her teammates Bader Al-
Jihayem and Saleh Al-Duwaisan 
represented Kuwait at the World 
Games in Kaohsiung, Taiwan 
making them the first water 
sports participants from Kuwait 
and the first Arabs to participate 
in a wakeboarding event at the 
competition. For a first time 
participation it was deemed a 
success with Bader Aljihayem 
placing 13th among the 20 

riders from all over the world.

Later that same July Jeanne was again in Asia, this time in Hong Kong for the 40th Anniversary Wakefest. She 
competed and placed 3rd in her division, a major feat for a women competing from the Arab world. 

August 2009 was no less hectic for Jeanne, where she once again found herself  on a plane yet again heading to 
the Far East. This time the team attended the World Wakeboard Cup in South Korea where its performance 
impressed again and broke new grounds by receiving an 
invitation to a World Wakeboard competition. In late 
August Jeanne and her team participated in the Asian 
World Wakeboard Competition held in Chuncheon, 
South Korea where she placed 7th.

When asked what is in store for her, she simply replied, 
“more wakeboarding!”

Jeanne Al-Failakawi practicing grabs in Khiran Kuwait May 2009

CCE’s Hidden Talent

If  you are interested in Wakeboarding or would 
like more information please contact Jeanne on 
the Kuwait Wakeboarding Team Webpage at www.
kuwaitwakeboardteam.com or stop by the CCE
Office and show your support.
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AUK 2009 Ghabga
The American University of  Kuwait (AUK) held its annual Ghabga on Tuesday, September 15th, 2009 at the Six 
Palms restaurant in Marina Hotel to celebrate the Holy Month of  Ramadan as well as the beginning of  the new 
academic year 2009-2010.

The gathering was attended by AUK President Dr. Marina Tolmacheva who welcomed the attending faculty and 
staff  and their guests.
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Profiled: Ildiko Kaposi
What made you decide to join the AUK community?
My reasons were very prosaic, I’m afraid. I was freshly out of  my doctoral 
program, I was looking for a job, and when I saw AUK’s ad for an 
assistant professorship in communication and media, I applied. I haven’t 
regretted coming to live in the Middle East, it has been a most intriguing 
experience.

How does your department fit into the long-term plan?
As the largest program in the Humanities Division, the communication 
and media program is bent on keeping its role of  a flagship of  liberal 
arts education at AUK. We are proud to be part of  the long-term plan 
of  this fine establishment, bridging social sciences, business studies, and 
humanities.

What do you like most about your job? What do you like least?
I enjoy talking about subjects that I’m interested in. Even when you do it for the nth time, there’s always some 
new angle to discover in the material. The students are different, therefore our exchanges will be different each 
semester. I enjoy learning from these conversations with my students.
I cannot possibly announce in the Chronicle what I least like about the job, can I?

Who were your childhood heroes?
I liked the witches from fairy tales. They were so much more fascinating than princesses.

If  you could be or do anything else - what?
It would be nice to have the talent to make a great writer. Otherwise, I’d like to be a master carpenter/
cabinetmaker.

If  you could live in any other time, when might that be and why?
No time like the present, I’d say. I wouldn’t mind living through the 18th Century, the Enlightenment. Huizinga 
says those were the last generations who still knew how to play. But of  course what matters is probably not the 
era but your position in society. I’d be glad to play wealthy aristocrat in any era.

If  you could have dinner with five famous people from history, who would they be?
Julie de Lespinasse, Winston Churchill, Francois Villon, Benjamin Franklin, Mikhail Bulgakov.

What are you most proud of ?
Pride is a deadly sin, I try to stay away from it.

What are you currently working on?
I’m working on an article based on the research I did about Kuwaiti election campaigns. Kuwait keeps producing 
those (the campaigns), and it’s been a treat to explore the communication practices involved.

What are some of  the difficulties you face as an educator living in Kuwait?
Segregation and the threat of  censorship are not conducive to a liberal arts education. Although these are 
trumped by the structural problems generated by the dominance of  the principles of  short-term profit 
maximisation.
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Faculty News
Professor Jeremy Cripps attended the AAA (American 
Accounting Association) Annual Conference in New 
York the first week of  August. The main focus of  
the conference is to share recent research in the field 
of  accounting and in particular the changes taking 
place as a result of  the implementation of  IFRS 
(International Financial Reporting Standards).  There 
are also proposals to have at least two different tracks 
for promotion possibilities that are being considered, 
the current research requirement is being challenged 
by those who see teaching as an essential element in 
the university experience.   Prof. Cripps also had the 
opportunity to visit NBK, New York and to meet with 
the Senior Manager, Institutional Banking, Mrs. Arlette 
Kittaneh, and discussed the possibility of  a Student 
Internship with NBK in New York. 

Maryam Hosseinnia traveled to Minnesota State 
University Moorhead to give a lecture and workshop 
on typography in Arabic/Farsi writing. The objective 
of  the workshop was for the students to become 
familiar with a different way of  writing, and creatively 
explore Farsi lettering using their first name. The result 
was very exciting to see. The students explored and 
pushed their creativity using Farsi words. 

Dr. Mourad Dakhli and Professor Jeremy Cripps 
attended the 2009 ACBSP (Association of  Collegiate 
Business Programs and Schools) Annual Conference 
in San Antonio, Texas. The theme for the conference 
this year was “Global Diversity”.  Dr. Dakhli and 
Prof. Cripps co-presented a peer-reviewed paper 
“Global Diversity: Interpretations in Religion, 
Language, Culture, and Education”.  Prof. Cripps 
and Dr. Dakhli attended presentations and working 
sessions on teaching excellence, current issues in 
business and management, committee meetings on 
ACBSP international matters and updates on the 
accreditation process. Dr. Dakhli was recognized 
for his excellent work as Editor of  the ACBSP 2009 
Conference Proceedings. Prof. Cripps was recognized 
as one of  the new ACBSP accreditors and he met 
with fellow members of  the ACBSP Articulation 
Committee.  Prof. Cripps and Dr. Dakhli were 
photographed with Dr. Jack Egan, President of  the 
ACBSP.  After accepting invitations to help with the 
2009 International Regional conference Prof. Cripps 
and Dr. Dakhli were also photographed with Dr. 
Peter Horn, President of  the International Region of  
ACBSP.

Professor Maryam Hosseinnia

Dr. Cripps visits NBK with two of  his students

Dr. Mourad Dakhli
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HUMAN RESOURCES NEWS
NEW HIRES

AUGUST 2009
Dana N. Ghareeb, Adjunct Instructor of  Health & Fitness , Social Sciences
Ayman Haddad, Assistant Professor of  Accounting, Business & Economics

Robert Ankli, Visiting Professor of  Operations Management, Business & Economics
Issam Damaj, Assistant Professor of  Computer Engineering, Sciences

Abdulaziz Ghuloum, Adjunct Professor of  Computer Science , Sciences
Pellegrino Luciano, Assistant Professor of  Anthropology, Social Sciences

Wafaa Sbeiti, Adjunct Professor of  Economics & Finance , Business & Economics
Francisco Bravo, Professor of  Finance, Business & Economics

George Irani, Visiting Associate Professor of  International Studies , Social Sciences
Aly Mansour, Associate Professor of  Management, Business & Economics

James Rose, Assistant Professor of  Psychology , Social Sciences
Mohamed Satti, Assistant Professor of  Communications, Humanities & Arts

Nour El-Shamsy, Assistant to the Director, Intensive English Program

SEPTEMBER 2009
Martin Rempel, Adjunct Instructor of  IEP, Intensive English Program

Souad Ali, Fullbright Scholar, Social Sciences
Theresa Herro , Adjunct Instructor of  IEP, Intensive English Program
Miriam Amie, Adjunct Instructor of  Communications, Humanities & Arts
Robert Williams, Adjunct Instructor of  IEP, Intensive English Program
Teresa DeQuesada, Adjunct Instructor of  Spanish, Humanities & Arts

Iqbal Al Haddad, Adjunct Instructor of  Communications, Humanities & Arts
Alawi Taqi, Adjunct Instructor of  Management, Business & Economics
David Hess, Adjunct Instructor of  IEP, Intensive English Program

Marcia Denny, Visiting Assistant Professor of  Business, Business & Economics
Alia Abdal, Adjunct Instructor of  Graphic Design, Humanities & Arts
Ada Ward,  Adjunct Instructor of  IEP, Intensive English Program

Tommy Morgan,  Adjunct Instructor of  IEP, Intensive English Program

PROMOTIONS
Amal Jaber, Senior Admissions Coordinator , Admissions

Eman Kamel, Assistant Director of  Admissions, Admissions
Basema Da’na, Assistant Director , Student Success Center

Shereef  Abu Al-Maati, Associate Professor of  Computer Science, Sciences 
Hesham Al-Awadi, Associate Professor of  History, Social Sciences 

Mourad Dakhli, Associate Professor of  Economics, Business & Economics
Christopher Ohan, Associate Professor of  History, Social Sciences 

Marcella Kulchitsky, Associate Professor of  Graphic Design, Humanities & Arts
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