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A Message from the President
Dear AUK Faculty and Staff,

For the past month many members of  the AUK 
community of  faculty, students, staff   and Board 
of  Trustees have been making me feel welcome at 
AUK and in Kuwait.   Your individual and collective 
warmth and hospitality has been wonderful.  Thank 
you!  

As you know, AUK is in the midst of  the process 
of  searching for a new president and I am here on 
an interim basis while that search continues.   One 
candidate has already visited and more will be 
coming soon.   At this stage we are quite optimistic that the search will be 
successful and that the next academic year will start with a new president 
serving the American University of  Kuwait.   

The job of  a university president is to lead and guide the institution.   As a 
newcomer to AUK and to Kuwait, I need to learn a lot about what needs 
to be done, and about what is possible to be done, and all of  you can help 
educate me about this.   While I am here I hope to be able to get to know 
many of  you and to help you as you identify and begin to address the key 
issues that face the institution.   We will be working together on accreditation 
with the Private Universities Council and we will also proceed with on-going 
efforts to secure accreditation in the United States.  Faculty recruitment is a 
very high priority and I will also support initiatives to add new concentrations 
and degrees to the curriculum in order to give our students more choices of  
interesting and demanding programs of  study.  I will also support efforts to 
help insure that students succeed while they are at AUK.  If  we do our job 
right, I am sure that the graduates of  AUK will be creative and productive 
leaders in their professional lives, and that they will also be good citizens.  A 
great deal has been accomplished in the few years that AUK has existed and 
the prospects for the future look very bright indeed,  I am very honored to be 
here at this time and look forward to working with all of  you for the benefit 
of  this exciting institution.

Tim Sullivan, PhD.
President
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Tenth Biannual Board of  Trustees Meeting

Arabian Heritage Project Gives Back to the 
Community

The Board of  Trustees of  the American University 
of  Kuwait met early on Saturday and Sunday the 5th 
and 6th of  December 2009 on the AUK Campus in 
Salmiya. The Board met to discuss several pressing 
issues, including the new presidential search, program 
accreditation, end of  year academic divisions and 
departmental reports as well as the Dartmouth-AUK 
Report.

Official Trustee engagements began early Saturday 
morning with academic planning and program 
development, for the new academic year, while reviewing 
end of  the year reports from academic divisions and 
departments.

On Sunday, December 6, the meeting commenced with 
the President’s State of  the University report, followed 
by the Presidential Search Process, where the Board 
was updated on the developments taking place in the 
search. The Board then discussed the logistics of  the 
construction of  the new AUK Campus in Ardhiya.

Following the Board meeting, Former AUK President 
Dr. Marina Tolmacheva was honored by the Chair of  
the Board of  Trustees in a lunch with all faculty and 
staff. December was Dr. Tolmacheva’s last month at 
AUK and the Chair of  the Board, Shaikha Dana Nasser 
Al-Sabah gave a brief  speech honoring the President’s 
commitment and hard work during her tenure. 

The Arabian Heritage Project (AHP), in partnership with the Dar Al-Athar Al-Islamiyya, presented workshops 
on traditional Kuwaiti music and dance in December at the Al-Americani Cultural Center. Dozens of  young 
people and children from the community participated as Arabian Heritage Project staff, students, and volunteers, 
worked with Dr. Lisa Urkevich, the Director of  the AHP, to introduce these important age-old customs. The 
participants learned how to play Kuwaiti sea 
instruments, how to clap Kuwaiti “sharbuka,” 
the young men danced the traditional “zeffan,” 
and the young women learned about Bedouin 
celebration practices. 

“It was wonderful to take part in teaching Kuwaiti 
youth and others from a variety of  backgrounds 
about our heritage. This was a new experience 
for me, and I enjoyed it so much!” said Noura 
Al-Shaya, one of  the workshop leaders who 
worked closely with the participants. Manwa 
Yacoub an AHP volunteer concurred, “At first 
everyone was so shy, but then they came to life 
and we had so much fun. It was a pleasure for 
me to be able to help teach about our culture, 
especially because it was so appreciated.” 
Sara Al-Hobail, added, “Everyone left with a 
smile. We look forward to helping with future 
AHP events.” For more information, contact 
Dr. Urkevich at Lurkevich@auk.edu.kw or 
arabianheritage@auk.edu.kw

Chair of  the Board, Shaikha Dana Nasser Al-Sabah honors Former President 
Dr. Marina Tolmacheva

The team who presented the workshops at Dar Al-Athar Al-Islamiyyah.
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Distance Learning

Writing Centers 
Combine Expertise 

It was hard to believe that there were more than 6,000 
miles between Nur Soliman (AUK ‘10) and Matt Forman 
(Dartmouth ‘11) on Monday, January 18, 2010. Using 
web conferencing technology, AUK and Dartmouth 
were, quite literally, in the same room for a conversation 
that opened a new annual event at Dartmouth’s Dickey 
Center for International Understanding.

The Student Conference on Global Learning invited 
a select group of  Dartmouth students to make 
presentations about places they had gone during the 
course of  their studies. While the presenters talked 
about visiting and working in virtually every corner of  
the globe, the session hosted by Forman and Soliman 
was the only one delivered jointly by a Dartmouth 
student and a student at AUK.

The fact that Soliman had spent time at Dartmouth last 
summer and Forman had just returned from an AUK 
internship made the conversation they shared even 
richer and more substantive. Visitors to their session 
included Dartmouth administrators, faculty members, 
and students. The Conference theme: “Where Do We 
Go From Here?” was based on Dartmouth’s annual 
celebration of  Martin Luther King, Jr. day.

Using the same technology employed by Forman and 
Soliman for the Dickey Center conference, faculty and 
students at AUK and Dartmouth have embarked on 
a series of  “meetings” between the two institutions’ 
Writing Centers. Christiane Donahue, Director of  
the Institute for Writing and Rhetoric at Dartmouth; 
Stephanie Boone, Director of  Dartmouth’s Student 
Writing Program; and Judith Hertog, Writing Program 
Instructor, shared insights with James McDougall, 
Assistant Professor of  English at AUK and student staff  
members at AUK’s Writing Center in September 2009. 
A follow-up conversation will take place on Tuesday, 
March 9, 2010.

An education focused on critical thinking relies on 
students’ ability to translate their thoughts into clear, 
concise writing. Working towards that goal, the two 
Writing Centers will discuss basic processes such as 
peer editing and tutoring.  
They will share techniques that focus on helping 
students articulate what they are learning, while giving 
them the tools they will need to maintain strong writing 
skills throughout their careers.

Article by: Laurel Stavis, Executive Director Dartmouth-
AUK Project

Former AUK intern Matt Forman speaks with AUK student Nur Soliman during the inaugural Conference on Global Learning at Dartmouth’s Dickey Center for 
International Understanding on January 18. Photo credit: Robert M. Murray
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La Francophonie at AUK

Students representing the Swiss corner

Student representing Armenia

AUK’s Instructor of  French Language, Joseph 
Fiannaca, and his students organized an event titled La 
Francophonie on January 14th, 2010 from 2 pm -5 pm at 
AUK’s multipurpose room and the auditorium.

The aim was to give students the opportunity to 
practice French outside of  the classroom with guests 
from francophone countries, and also to promote the 
French language and francophone cultures.

Mr. Olivier Deseez, Mrs. Farida Omar, Attache for Academic Affairs and Joseph 
Fiannaca with AUK students at the exhibition of  Francophone countries

Students at the Moroccan Table

The event included a speech by the Cultural Counselor 
of  the French Embassy, video presentations showing 
the influence of  French cultural trademarks in Kuwaiti 
society, a poem recital, a French cultural quiz and an 
exhibition of  Francophone countries. Even though 
most students are beginners in the French language, 
they put lots of  effort, enthusiasm and creativity into 

making the exhibition interesting and entertaining. 
They wore traditional costumes, offered food samples, 
informed visitors on tourist sites and presented famous 
people from francophone countries.

La Francophonie usually refers to a group of  
people who speak French. It is also an international 
organization known as the OIF, the Organisation 
Internationale de la Francophonie, composed of  63 
states and governments where French is the mother or 
customary language, where a significant proportion of  
people are francophones (French speakers) and where 
there is a notable affiliation with the French language 
or culture. Every year in March, the OIF organizes an 
international day called La journée de la Francophonie 
to celebrate the French language. Last year the official 
celebration was held in Beirut.
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L-R: Library Director Mrs. Amna Al Omare, Dean of  the College of  Arts and 
Sciences Dr. Nizar Hamzeh, Spanish Ambassador to Kuwait, His Excellency 
Manuel Gomez de Valenzuela, AUK President Dr. Tim Sullivan, and Spanish 
Instructors Miss Florence Gillier-Pagenaud and Miss Teresa De Quesada.

The MacDonalds 
Develop Southeast Asian 

Tourism
Drs. Penny and Robin MacDonald are involved in 
the development of  the Southeast Asian Tourism 
Organization (SEATO) a new regional tourism 
organization comprising government, non-government 
organizations, academics and industry based in 
Southeast Asia.  Working with the Ministry of  Tourism 
in Malaysia, the proposal to develop SEATO has been 
accepted by organizations in Malaysia, Cambodia, 
Thailand, Vietnam and Indonesia and has received 
active support from the United Nations World Tourism 
Organization (UNWTO).

Associate Professors of  Management Drs. Penny and Robin MacDonald

Spanish Embassy 
Donates to AUK Library

The American University of  Kuwait held a special event 
on Sunday, January 17, where the Spanish Ambassador 
to Kuwait, his Excellency Manuel Gómez de Valenzuela, 
in conjunction with the Spanish Ministry of  Education, 
kindly donated a collection of  Spanish books to the 
AUK library. The selection ranged from geography and 
history books, to masterpieces of  Spanish literature.
 
Students, faculty and staff  will benefit from the books’ 
inclusion in the growing library collection and most 
importantly, these texts will encourage the growing 
interest at AUK in the language and culture of  Spain 
and the Spanish-speaking world.

The event was attended by AUK President, Dr. Tim 
Sullivan, the Dean of  the College of  Arts and Sciences, 
Dr. Nizar Hamzeh, the Director of  the Library, Mrs. 
Amna Al Omare, Spanish Instructors Florence Gillier-
Pagenaud and Teresa De Quesada as well as a number 
of  faculty and staff  of  the AUK community.

AUK Library Fair 
The American University of  Kuwait (AUK) Library 
celebrated on Sunday, December 7, 2009 the opening of  
its “AUK Library Fair: Building Information Bridges” 
at the campus auditorium. The opening ceremony was 
well attended by Former AUK President, Dr. Marina 
Tolmacheva, Dr. Nizar Hamzeh, Dean of  the College 
of  Arts and Sciences, faculty, staff  and students.

The Book Fair, which was organized by the University 
Library, hosted 19 exhibitors, including international 
publishers, vendors, local institutions and book 
distributors.

Former President, Dr. Marina Tolmacheva welcomed 
the participants and guests stressing on the importance 
of  reading and the role of  the library in promoting a 
culture of  reading. She donated some of  her valuable 
books to the library. At the end of  the opening 
ceremony, Dr. Tolmacheva and the Library Director Ms. 
Amna Al-Omare thanked the participants and sponsors 
by handing out appreciation certificates. 

The opening ceremony was well attended by faculty, staff, and students. 

As a result Drs. Penny and Robin MacDonald have 
been invited to work as Advisors to the Management 
Board of  SEATO and will be attending meetings with 
Robert Johnston, Director of  the SEATO Secretariat in 
Kuala Lumpur during the semester break.  Drs. Penny 
and Robert MacDonald are part of  a team developing 
regional tourism initiatives, the first of  which is 
ensuring the benefits of  tourism to host countries is 
spread as widely as possible through the community. 
It is expected that SEATO, as it develops, will make a 
valuable contribution to the ongoing growth of  tourism 
in the Southeast Asia region.
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The ACM-AUK chapter was pleased to host a lecture 
on November 18, 2009 for the Science & Engineering 
Division titled “Games People Play”, by Dr. William B. 
Poucher.  Dr. Poucher’s lecture was directed towards 
computer science enthusiasts.  He explained, “When 
we look at creation, one of  the behavioral and survival 
traits of  mammals is to teach their young by playing.  
We human beings also train our young by playing 
games.  We can train ourselves since we have a spirit 
and mind.” 

As an Executive Director of  ACM International 
Collegiate Programming Contest, his job is to identify 
obstacles that are on the path of  career success for 
computer science students.  “This is not just a mere 
contest,” Dr. Poucher said,  “it is building an athlete 
in you who loves to play and learn by experience.”  
According to Dr. Poucher, “The only way this can 
be achieved is by playing with other people.  This 
is one of  the objectives of  ACM: collaborative 
learning.  It can be summed up in three ways:  getting 
together with peers, taking on a challenge, and 
develop each other’s strength.  Each individual is 
special and endowed with talents capable of  creating 
opportunities.  It is part of  one’s calling, part of  what 
you can become.  Therefore, competitive learning 
provides opportunities to train, perform, and develop.”  
Dr. Poucher said that we learn by example in the same 
way musicians do.  Dr. Poucher compared the ACM 
contest to a dress rehearsal.  “Dress rehearsals are 
performing for others without fear,” he said.

This was Dr. Poucher’s first visit to AUK, he then 
travelled to Alexandria, Egypt to give support to the 
ACM Arab and North Africa Regional Programming 
Contest (ANARC).  It was hosted by the Arab 
Academy for Science and Technology on November, 
22-24, 2009. It was the first time a team from the CSIS 
Programs participates in this contest. Our CSIS team 
was awarded the “Stead-fast Gurus’ Award.  This 
is an award given to the team that submits the last 
successful run.

Dr. William B. Poucher is a professor of  computer 
science at Baylor University in Texas, an ACM Fellow 
and IBM Faculty Partner and Executive Director 
of  the ACM International Collegiate Programming 
Contest, as well as Director of  the Competitive 
Infrastructure Initiative.  Dr. Poucher’s present day 

research and development circles around software 
development and application design.  His research 
improves competitive learning.  Among his collection 
of  projects, his most current one is the global ICPC 
Contest Management System with co-investigator Dr. 
Jeff  Donahoo, the ICPC Parallel challenge powered 
by IBM Toronto Labs, IBM Watson Research Center, 
and Dr. David Sturgill to name a few.  Additionally, 
Dr. Poucher has also done business consulting and 
product development valued at $10,000,000.  He has 
also been successful in influencing and directing over 
$100,000,000 worth of  technology for universities.  
Moreover, he has received awards including the ACM 
Outstanding Contribution Award, the Upsilon Pi 
Epsilom Honor Society Abacus Award, the Mortar 
Board Circle of  Achievement, Baylor Outstanding 
Professor, and the IBM Leadership Recognition 
Award.

Special thanks to Dr. Shereef  Abu Al-Maati, Division 
Head of  Science & Engineering for his valuable 
support, Dr. Amir Zeid, Program Lead of  CSIS for 
organizing the lecture, Dr.  Ziad Najem, Regional 
Contest Director for his presence, and Dima Abu 
Rshaid, Instructor of   CSIS for inviting Dr. Poucher to 
give a talk to AUK students.  Dima was the coach of  
the AUK team and she received an appreciation award 
from the Steering Committee of  the contest for her 
support over the past years.

Games People Play

L - R: Dr. Amir Zeid, Program Lead of  CSIS, Dr. William Poucher, lecturer and 
Dr. Ziad Najem, Regional Contest Director
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Profiled: Francisco C. Bravo
What made you decide to join the AUK community?
I spent the best years of  my career, growing professionally, working in a 
small school, located in the midst of  the Arizona desert, that later became 
the largest business school in the world, and the number one international 
business program in the globe. In recognition to my modest contributions, I 
was granted by the Faculty and the Administration of  this great program, best 
faculty research awards, best executive training teaching awards, and several 
best teaching awards. In addition, I became the most prolific researcher in the 
history of  the institution. Up to now, no other faculty member has published 
as much as I did. All these accomplishments were possible, because the school 
attracted and brewed talented students, and had a visionary management team 
that created an atmosphere conducive to extreme personal achievements. 
When I saw the description of  the American University of  Kuwait, met Dr. 

Marina and Dean Hamzeh, these events brought back lots of  memories about past academic experiences in 
the desert. Based on this presumption, I decided, that it was worth trying, to contribute to advance AUK to 
become and internationally recognized institution of  higher education. Recently, this feeling was rekindled, when 
I returned to the United States during the last Christmas break, where a nice surprise was waiting for me.  I was 
invited, to a private reception, offered by President Angel Cabrera, to recognize my past contributions to the 
school in the Arizona desert.  

What do you like most about your job? What do you like least?
I have found in the Division of  Business and Economics a home, a friendly group of  colleagues, and very 
efficient university administrators, who have gone beyond the call of  duty, to make me, and other newcomers, 
feel very much at home. There has been an adjustment process that sometimes has led to tensions, lapses of  
miscommunication, and cross cultural differences that have been worked out.  However, accustomed to working 
in an environment of  academic freedom, and auto-regulation of  personal behavior, I have found it extremely 
difficult to accept, some autocratic attitudes that used to prevail in academy in past centuries.  

Who were your childhood heroes?
My childhood heroes were my grandfather, my father, my mother, my Italian relative Giovanni Carrada, and my 
oldest brother Teodoro. My grandfather, Asunción, graduated as a young medical doctor in a dark period, during 
which health services were provided, dominantly, by country doctors trained in witch-crafting. He left behind, at 
his passing, a wealth of  useful advice that still reverberates in my mind. My mother graduated with a Bachelor 
degree in science at a time when the average level of  education was three-years of  elementary education. She 
taught all her children the value of  education.  My father was both my best teacher and best friend. Giovanni 
was a faculty member in an Italian university, a researcher and inventor, who contributed to the development of  
Sony technologies, such as the Carrada screen. If  you have purchased a TV set of  this company, likely, you have 
used the Carrada TV screen. My brother, Teodoro, graduated with honors as a medical doctor at the tender age 
of  18. Later, he worked for the Institute of  Tropical Diseases at the London School of  Medicine. He was always 
the light at the end of  the tunnel during the years when I needed solid and reliable guidance.  

If  you could be or do anything else - what?
 If  I could, I would be working in a non-profit organization as a volunteer to protect, senior citizens, abused 
children, and in an animal shelter to protect animals from human abuse.

If  you could live in any other time, when might that be and why?
I like the era I have lived. During my lifetime, there have been more changes and technological advances than 
any other time in history. I have enjoyed it. 
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If  you could have dinner with five famous people from history, who would they be?
I would love to have had the opportunity to sit down and chat with Aristotle, Alexander the Great, Raphael, 
Michel Angelo, and/or Francisco Goya. 

What are you most proud of ?
My most proud achievement was when I received my PhD with my parents, and my wife next to me, and when 
I published, as a young scholar, my PhD dissertation as a book. I graduated with honors, and my dissertation 
found a way to become a book in the tough US publishing market. 

What are you currently working on?
I am currently spending a great deal of  time in the development of  a simulation model, called the 
CarradaSimulation. And I am teaming with former colleagues, producing research focused on time series 
featuring space models, applying ARCH and GARCH techniques. These models are very useful to simulate in a 
digital world, economics and finance applications. 

What are some of  the difficulties you face as an educator living in Kuwait?
In Kuwait, I have found a focus on teaching. I find that some of  the academic standards that I am encountering 
are not necessarily aimed at long term educational development. I would like to see a more balanced approach 
to academics, to have the opportunity to spend more time with young Kuwaiti talents, to develop local scholars 
endowed with the latest in research technology. 

The Business & Economics Division of  the American University of  Kuwait is honored to announce the formation 
of  a Business Advisory Board.  

The Division Advisory Board has been set-up to advise, promote and proactively support the interests of  
the Business & Economics Division of  the American University of  Kuwait.  The intention is to improve the 
visibility and enhance the reputation of  the Business & Economics Division in the Kuwaiti business community.  
The Division Advisory Board will help the American University of  Kuwait achieve its mission of  continuous 
improvement in providing quality undergraduate and graduate programming, resulting in graduates who possess 
the skills and abilities needed to excel as a professional in the Kuwaiti business community.

Members of  the Division Advisory Board are:

Mr. Abdul Aziz Al-Yaqout
Managing Partner
DLA Piper 

Mr. Tim Bullock
Managing Partner
Deloitte’s

Mr. Robert Drolet
Senior Vice President
Technology & Media, KIPCO (Kuwait Projects Co.)

Mr. Andrew Finch, 
Director Talent Management
Alghanim Industries

Mr. Alawi Taqi, 
Chairman and CEO
IMC Co (Member of  the KGL Group of  Companies)

AUK Forms Business Advisory Board

A group photo of  the attendees
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Campus News
Dr. Mohsen A. Bagnied, Head of  the Business and 
Economics Division, participated in the Annual 
Conference of  the Association of  Egyptian American 
Scholars in the US and Canada (AEAS), held at Cairo 
University on December 28-29, 2009. Dr. Bagnied 
who is also the Vice President of  AEAS presented a 
paper on “Global Economic Crisis, Causes -Impact 
on the Arab World – Policy Recommendations”. The 
conclusions of  Dr. Bagnied’s research were reported in 
local newspapers in Egypt, particularity his 8-M model 
for the economic recovery/reform of  Egypt. Dr. 
Bagnied’s association with the American University of  
Kuwait was mentioned several times in the Egyptian 
press. The conference was also attended by Dr. 
Aly Mansour, Associate Professor of  Management 
at AUK. In addition, during the Conference Dr. 
Bagnied Chaired the Workshop “Seeking Excellence 
in Egyptian Education”. He presented a paper on 
“Reforming Egyptian Education”. Dr. Bagnied in 
his paper addressed the major issues in upgrading 
both school and university education in all their 
components from curriculum, to teachers, to facilities 
to students. Other speakers in the workshop included 
professors from the American University in Cairo.

Professor Jeremy Cripps presented a paper on “Islamic 
Finance: The Demand Issues” at the Asian Pacific 
Conference on International Accounting Issues, 
managed by Faculty from The Sid Craig School of  
Business, California State University, Fresno and 
held in Las Vegas, Nevada in November, 2009. The 
primary objective of  the conference is to provide 
an important forum for academics and practitioners 
to enhance their understanding of  international 
accounting issues. The conference is one of  the most 
respected and renowned accounting conferences in 
the world.  This year the conference attracted 205 
scholars and practitioners from 120 institutions and 28 
countries, who participated, discussed, and shared their 
experience of  the gradual convergence of  international 
accounting practices at organizations and corporations 
active which interact with counter parties in the Asian 
Pacific region.  Besides presenting a paper on Islamic 
Finance, Professor Cripps moderated a session on 
the impact of  IFRS on National Accountancy and 
Commercial Codes.

Professor Maryam Hosseinnia and Professor William 
Andersen’s collaborative artwork is currently in an 
exhibition, “Contact*Connect*Collaborate,” at the 
Evanston Art Center in Evanston, Illinois, USA from 
January 10 - February 14, 2010. Professor Hosseinnia’s 
artwork is also on display in Raleigh, North Carolina, 
USA, in an exhibition titled, “Letters” at The Lodi 
Project from January 8 - January 30, 2010.

Professor Jeremy Cripps attended the Annual 
Conference of  the International Region of  the 
Association of  Collegiate Business Schools and 
Programs. The annual conference was held at the 
International School of  Management at L’Institut 
Supérieur Européen de Gestion (ISEG) Paris, 
France.  The theme for the conference this year 
piggybacked on the theme for the ACBSP Annual 
Conference 2010 “Recognizing Excellence in Business 
Education.” The meeting focused on the Rebranding 
initiative at present under discussion for ACBSP and 
several presentations were made on the elements 
of  the Standards for Accreditation by Accreditation 
Commissioners. Networking sessions concentrated 
on the teaching of  IFRS (International Financial 
Reporting Standards), issues of  accreditation for 
American universities outside the continental USA, 
study abroad opportunities at ACBSP member 
campuses, and regional business issues.

The Gulf  Studies Center (GSC) has proudly compiled 
and donated to AUK’s library 12 bounded volumes 
of  academic articles published on the Gulf  region 
during the last 30 years. The articles focus on the 
salient features of  the Gulf  region, states and societies, 
while reflecting on the social and political dynamics 
of  their contemporary history. Areas of  interest in the 
collection include culture, foreign affairs, government 
and law, society and geography. It is hoped that the 
collection of  journals will further enrich the library’s 
collections on the region and be of  valuable resource 
to students, faculty and external researchers. The 
collection of  journals is now available on the GSC 
shelves of  books collections.

GSC’s contribution to the AUK Library
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