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A Message from the President
Dear AUK Faculty and Staff,

I want to take this opportunity to share some information 
with the AUK community about some of  the things 
that have been happening in the last few months.  When 
I arrived in January I learned that the Gulf  Studies 
Center and the Arabian Heritage Project reported to 
the President while the Gulf  Studies Program reported 
to the Dean of  the College of  Arts and Sciences.   In 
order to consolidate these vitally important and related 
programs under one umbrella, the Gulf  Studies Center 
and the Arabian Heritage Project have been transferred 
to the College.   I am sure that we will hear more 
about these programs in the future and I want to thank all those involved for their 
continued cooperation.   

A decision has been made to construct an addition to the building that houses the 
Dean of  Students, the Registrar and several other offices in the Division of  Student 
Affairs.  Over the next few months, we will add a second floor to this building.   In 
addition to the Student Success Center and the Tutoring Center, it will have two 
new labs for Computer Engineering and a new Physics lab.  The Assistant Dean 
of  Students will also move to the new facility.  Two new computer classrooms and 
several faculty offices will be built in the spaces vacated by the Student Success 
Center, the Tutoring Center, and the Assistant Dean, thus making it easier for 
students and faculty to meet and to get to classes on time.   

As important as this is, it is not the only, or even the major construction project that 
AUK is contemplating.   AUK faculty, staff, administration and trustees are engaged 
in various stages of  planning for the construction of  the new campus for AUK.  As 
information becomes finalized and clarified we will share it with the entire AUK 
community.   

Faculty recruitment is a key factor that will enable the University to enhance its 
educational offerings.   Dean Nizar Hamzeh and I travelled to Washington, DC in 
March to interview prospective candidates for faculty positions and we were pleased 
that so many highly talented people wanted to join us here in Kuwait.      

As all of  you know, AUK is involved in a global search for a new president.   Three 
candidates have appeared on campus and more are expected to visit AUK in the 
future.  I will remain for the duration of  the search and look forward to working 
with all of  you as we cooperate to make AUK an even better place than it is now.   
The American University of  Kuwait is an exciting institution and the future will 
bring many new developments that will further enhance the quality of  education 
and other programs that we are able to offer to our students.   I learn more about 
AUK every day, and I thank all of  those I have had a chance to meet for helping me 
in this process.  I look forward to getting to know all of  you better in the near future.   

Tim Sullivan, PhD.
President
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A Growing Network
Reunions bring old friends together and provide opportunities 
to make new ones. More than social events, though, they 
signify continuity and connection across the years. Two 
recent gatherings demonstrated the growing connection 
between Dartmouth and AUK -- one this spring in Hanover 
and earlier, in November 2009 in Kuwait.

Former Dartmouth-AUK interns Dinah Warren ’10, Matthew 
Forman ’11, and Charles Dameron ’11 came together in 
March to welcome Dana Taqi ’07 to campus and to offer 
a warm send-off  to Dartmouth students Larry Bowman 
’11 and Nicholas Knezek ’12 before they left for AUK. It 
was also a chance for the newly selected Dartmouth-AUK 
interns for Fall 2010 and Spring 2011, Christina Chen ’12 
and Travis Cramer ’12 to plug into a growing network of  
students (and alumni) at Dartmouth who have become part 
of  the AUK community.   

A similar gathering was held in Kuwait in November 2009 
for AUK students who have joined Dartmouth’s network. 
Assistant Dean of  Student Affairs Tadd Kruse organized 
a meeting for Nur Soliman ’10, Hala Al-Qabandy ’10, and 
Mohammad Qasem ’10, who returned to Kuwait in July 
after a summer in New Hampshire. Joined by Dameron and 
Forman, whose internships at AUK were in process at the 
time, and by Dartmouth –AUK Relationship Coordinator 
Dale Eickelman and Executive Director Laurel Stavis, they 
talked about ways to improve the experience for future 
generations of  students. 

The Circle Expands
AUK graduate Dana Taqi, who now heads the University’s 
alumni office, was at Dartmouth from March 3-5 to meet 
with senior administrators in the Alumni Relations and 
Development Divisions. From a broad overview of  the 
two functions to how systems are managed on a day-to-day 
basis, her visit included meetings with the Vice President 
for Development and members of  her senior staff  and with 
Alumni Relations professionals responsible for maintaining 
connections with Dartmouth’s approximately 70,000 
graduates. 

Three of  those graduates, from the Classes of  1968, 1976, 
and 2002, respectively, hosted Ms. Taqi at a luncheon at 
the Hanover Inn on March 4.  “The opportunity to discuss 
the exciting developments at AUK was eye-opening,” 
observed John Engleman ’68. “To learn about Dartmouth’s 

relationship with AUK makes me proud to be a Dartmouth 
alumnus.  It is my fond hope that AUK will have the same 
kind of  positive impact on its students that Dartmouth has 
had on so many generations of  its own graduates.” 

Added AUK Dean of  Student Affairs Carol Ross, “It was a 
great experience. I could not have given her a better crash 
course”.

Writing Centers Continue 
Their Collaboration
The Writing Centers at AUK and Dartmouth held the second 
in a series of  videoconferences on March 9, 2010, with a 
session focused on student tutoring procedures. “It was 
extremely valuable for our new student writing consultants 
who are in training this semester,” said James MacDougall, 
Director of  the AUK Writing Center. “They benefitted from 
hearing Dartmouth’s wonderful tutors explain how they 
went about their sessions, the philosophies that they applied 
to tutoring, and how they are part of  the intellectual and 
social life of  the campus.” 

Left to Right: Dana Taqi, Christina Chen, Nicholas Knezek, Matthew Forman, Charles 
Dameron, and Dinah Warren.

Left to Right: Dartmouth student writing tutors Sophia Green, Leonard Lewis IV and Alex 
Caron are joined by Stephanie Boone and Christine Donahue.
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DARTMOUTH CORNER ...continued _________________________________________

Stephanie Boone, Director of  the Research, Writing, and Information Technology (RWIT) Center at Dartmouth observed 
that the ongoing exchange enhances both centers. “It allows RWIT and AUK to reflect on their respective missions, 
pedagogies, policies, indeed, all sorts of  writing center concerns,” she said, “and encourages both centers to think critically 
about our practices and our theoretical stances about composition and rhetoric”.
In addition to Boone, participants at Dartmouth included Christiane Donahue, Director of  Dartmouth’s Institute for 
Writing and Rhetoric; Judith Hertog, English as a Second Language (ESL) Director; Mary Batchelder, Dartmouth-AUK 
Project Administrative Assistant; and student tutors Alex Caron ’10; Sophia Green ’10; and Leonard Lewis IV ’10.  “Chatting 
with the writing staff  at AUK was  a memorable and interesting experience,” said Lewis, who was particularly interested in 
ESL issues. “It was a great opportunity to hear about tutoring ESL students who are native speakers of  Arabic, since most 
of  the ESL students I work with at Dartmouth are Spanish or East Asian language speakers”.

Meeting of  the Minds
Amir Zeid, Assistant Professor 
of  Computer Science at AUK has 
been selected as a Fellow in a 
visiting program at Dartmouth 
this summer. The competitive 
program, open to AUK faculty 
and senior administrators, is 
now in its second year. Assistant 
Professor of  Art History Simon 
O’Meara was the AUK Fellow last 
year. While in New Hampshire, 
he was also appointed a Fellow in 
Dartmouth’s Leslie Center for the 
Humanities. 

Professor Zeid will join Professor George 
Cybenko, a world-renowned computer scientist who teaches at Thayer School of  Engineering. Cybenko is the Dorothy and 
Walter Gramm Professor of  Engineering at Dartmouth, and has pioneered research in signal processing, parallel computing, 
neurocomputing, and mobile agent systems. His current interest is distributed information systems and he has invited 
Professor Zeid to participate in the activities of  his research team on campus. 

“I find this fellowship a great opportunity to start a long term research collaboration with Dartmouth,” says Zeid, and I 
would like to thank Professor George Cybenko for giving me the opportunity to visit his research group to investigate and 
initiate research activities with AUK.” 

Zeid will be at Dartmouth during the time this summer’s four AUK interns, Abdulrahman Saud Al-Farhan, Fatma S. 
Mohammad, Khawlah Al Tukhaim, and Shahed Al-Wadani, are on campus. They will be working in a range of  areas, 
including the Rassias Language Program; the Hood Museum of  Art; the Hopkins Center for the Performing Arts; and the 
Tucker Foundation, Dartmouth’s center for community service and volunteerism. 

“I am looking forward to this Fellowship because it will add to my knowledge and experience,” says Zeid. “And I would like 
to thank AUK for supporting research and for funding my trip”. 

The AUK CSIS team that won the Mobile Development Category at Microsoft Gulf  Imagine Cup.  Dr. Amir Zeid 
(middle) served as the team’s mentor.
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“Going Global” 
Presentation at the 2010 
Student Affairs Conference 
Tadd Kruse, Assistant Dean of  Student Affairs, & Damian 
Medina, Director of  Student Life, along with the AUK Summer 
2010 Student Affairs Graduate Interns, Ashley Edwards 
& Kevin D’Arco, presented at the Annual Student Affairs 
Administrators in Higher Education Conference (NASPA) 
held in Chicago, Illinois March 6-10, 2010.  The NASPA 
conference includes student affairs professionals from a wide 
range of  student service areas including, activities, wellness, 
leadership, residence life, Greek life, diversity programs, 
judicial affairs, parent relations, and many others.

Their presentation entitled “Going Global- Where to begin. 
Preparing for Opportunities Abroad” sought to promote both 
AUK and the profession in an international setting.   With 
the rapid growth abroad of  higher education, opportunities 
around the world for student affairs professionals have 
developed and their session focused on how to prepare and 
what to consider for higher education professionals looking 
to intern or work overseas.  

Out of  over 950 program submissions, their presentation 
was selected for one of  approximately 400 presentation slots.  
Additionally, the groups presentation was further chosen to 
be one of  only 40 programs to be included on a ‘conference 
highlights’ DVD.  The presentations for the DVD were 
identified as key programs that were believed to be of  interest 
to a wide-ranging array of  student affairs professionals.  This 
is the first presentation at a major conference for staff  from 
the Student Affairs team.   

The 2010 NASPA conference had nearly 5000 student affairs 
professionals in attendance representing 50 States and over 
20 countries including many Middle Eastern countries. The 
conference was also attended by AUK administrators Dana 
Taqi, Alumni Affairs Coordinator, and Rama Sabano, Senior 
Admissions Counselor, of  which both are AUK alumni.

Left to Right: Tadd Kruse, Ashley Edwards, Kevin D’Arco, & Damian Medina

Student Affairs Association 
Elects AUK Staffer as VP 
The American University of  
Kuwait’s Director of  Student 
Life, Damian Medina has 
been elected as the charter 
Vice President/President-
Elect for the newly established 
International Association of  
Student Affairs and Services 
(IASAS). The IASAS is 
the first worldwide student 
affairs association in the 
field of  higher education. It 
was officially launched on 
March 1, 2010. Prior to the 
official launch, its founding members worked on IASAS 
foundational and instrumental documentation, including its 
constitution, mission, and value sets in addition to electing 
its charting leadership. Much of  IASAS’s work will be 
conducted using newer technological advances and social 
media norms such as online conference calls/video chats, 
facebook, blogs, blackboard, etc.

AUK has been represented in the founding of  this association 
through the efforts of  Mr. Medina, whose input has assisted 
in many ways such as the IASAS website and the formation 
of  the association’s foundational documents. Mr. Medina, 
along with the rest of  the chartered leadership board, will 
guide IASAS through the initial challenges new association 
face such as establishing non-profit status, worldwide 
institutional and individual membership recruitment and 
marketing, establishing collaborative efforts, beginning 
research initiatives, consulting services, and reaching out to 
sponsors.

IASAS has gained momentum within the Middle East as was 
seen at the recent NASPA conference held in Chicago, IL 
early March 2010.  IASAS had their first meeting with three 
significant contributors from the region, two from Qatar 
and Mr. Medina from Kuwait. IASAS hopes to establish 
itself  worldwide, creating a long-term impact on the field 
of  postsecondary education and more specifically student 
affairs and services.

For more information regarding the International 
Association of  Student Affairs and Services (IASAS), 
please visit: www.iasasonline.org
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Drs. McDonald Attend Inaugural SEATO Meeting
AUK faculty Drs Penny and Robin MacDonald attended the inaugural meeting of  the South East Asian Tourism 
Organisation (SEATO) in Kuala Lumpur over the recent break between semesters. Drs MacDonald had been heavily 
involved in the development of  the organization as a result of  their wide experience in the tourism industry throughout the 
region and they were invited to become Special Advisors to the organization.

SEATO’s mission is to bring together Government, industry practitioners and academics to maximize the impact of  tourism 
to all levels of  society throughout the region. It seeks innovative and practical ways to develop new tourism opportunities, 
expand existing product, use new technologies and involve as yet untried communities in the industry.

Working groups developed the five key areas for the organization to develop, which are, Proactive Programs, Effective 
Leadership, Positive Support, Training that Works and Financial Security. Participants were asked to identify which of  the 
five areas they were interested in becoming involved in and worked in breakout rooms to identify key aspects of  their area 
of  interest. Groups shared solutions and ideas with the findings recorded for future development.

Standing Committees were formed to address each of  the key members of  the Board of  Management and its Special 
Advisors were assigned to each of  these Standing Committees and three general members of  the group were co-opted to 
work with each Committee. Dr. Penny was elected as Chair of  the Training Standing Committee and Dr. Robin is on the 
Program Standing Committee.

The formal part of  the day closed with a 
reaffirmation of  the direction the organization is 
taking and the development of  communication 
strategies within the group to ensure ongoing 
support from all member organizations. At the 
conclusion of  the formal meeting Standing 
Committees met to establish protocols and 
directions for the future prior to the conclusion 
of  the Inaugural Meeting.

On the third day of  the meeting, the Board 
of  Management and Special Advisors met as a 
group for the first time to discuss the outcomes 
of  the previous two days and to develop 
strategies to move forward.

Chairs of  the five Standing Committees outlined the directions each of  their teams had identified to maximize growth, 
minimize disharmonies between the member nations and to ensure parity in funding opportunities. The first draft of  a 
Strategic Plan for the organization was prepared.

Drs Penny and Robin MacDonald said that it was an exciting time to be involved in the development of  a project like this 
from scratch and to see it emerge has been personally extremely satisfying for them. They see that there are many hurdles 
to be overcome to ensure the survival of  the organization, regional tensions, long term funding and maintaining focus are 
just a couple.

They believe that it will be interesting to see over time how SEATO grows and develops, whether or not it will fulfill the 
vision of  those who were there at its birth remains to be seen.

Dr. Penny and Dr. Robin MacDonald with SEATO Interim Chairman Mr. TS Chew.
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Flavors of  Sound at AUK
During a week of  collaborative workshops 
held on campus in February, musicians from 
four countries, along with talented AUK 
students, worked together to prepare the 
‘Flavors of  Sound’ concerts that were held 
at AUK and the Dar al-Athar al-Islamiyya 
Cultural Center. 

Along with musicians from Great Britain, 
Bahrain, and Saudi Arabia, were talented 
Kuwaiti sea-band performers, and AUK 
students like guitarist Khaled Abdel Ghaffar. 
Each musician brought some musical flavor 
from his own country, and the contribution 
from Kuwait provided unique highlights to 

the performances. A variety of  intriguing musical mixes were created by the performers, for instance, sounds from Kuwaiti 
samri, sawt, and sea shanties were combined with UK fiddle ditties. Dr. Lisa Urkevich, Director of  the Arabian Heritage 
Project (AHP) noted, “Efforts such as the Flavors of  Sound concerts are important because they give listeners from the 
Peninsula and other cultures a fresh perspective of  old music, and in doing so, instill traditional music with a renewed life 
and elevates interest.” 

Some of  the regional musicians who performed at the concert include:

Saudi Arabia     Kuwaiti Sea Band drummers:
Abdullah Bahashwan - qanoon   Sami Abdul Latif  Al-Shuwaitti
      Abdullah Al-Blushi
Bahrain     Abdul Hamid Al-Sagar
Ahmed Al-Ghanem - flute	 	 	 Hussein Abdul Rahman Al-Khalaf

Kuwait 
Dr Amer Jaafar - oud

AUK Staffer Goes “On the Road’
AUK’s Fatma Khamis, Senior Media	and	Communications	Officer in the 
PR & Marketing Department, participated in a photography workshop 
titled ‘On the Road’ in Beirut, Lebanon from March 14-21, 2010. 
‘On the Road’ is a series of  photography workshops that take place 
in different cities, teaching the participants to document the social 
landscape in a culturally challenging environment with awareness, 
sensitivity and respect for the local culture.

Eight photographers from different parts of  the world participated in 
the workshop (Kuwait, Australia, Ireland, Greece, Sweden, Georgia, 
Turkey & Spain). The workshops consisted of  shooting during the day 
and editing during the evening. Through the selection and discussion 
of  the best images of  the day, the participants had the opportunity 
to see their technique and their overall approach improve day by day. 
The aim is to guide the participants through technical, theoretical and 
aesthetic issues towards developing their own photographic style. 

“The workshop was one of  the best hands on learning experiences that I had since I took interest in photography. Mr. Nikos 
Economopoulos critiques and edits every participant’s work right after a full day of  shooting.  This process allowed me to 
compare my work with others and this gave me new ideas for future projects and ways to improve,” said Fatma. 

Andy Mellon, Raffy Bushman, and Abdullah Bahashwan

One of  Fatma’s photo taken during her trip to Lebanon
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When asked about taking photos in Beirut Fatma said, “Beirut was the perfect city to conduct such a workshop.  Hunting 
for good images in this city and facing many obstacles to capture them has taught me a lot. I forgot how much joy this type 
of  photography used to bring me and that workshop was a great reminder.  Mr. Economopoulos’s dedication & love for 
photography was contagious and pushed all participants to work hard and think about change.” 
Portfolios were created at the end of  the workshop about the city of  Beirut.  To view the participant’s statements & 
portfolios click on the link below: http://ontheroad.gr/ontheroad/participants-work/participants-work.html
 
This workshop was offered by one of  Magnum Agency’s photographers.  Nikos Economopoulos studied law in Italy and 
worked as a journalist and a photographer in Greece.  He joined Magnum Photos in 1990 and became a full Member in 1994. 
He has published several photography books.  His work in the Balkans has gained him the Mother Jones Award in 1992. For 
more information on Nikos Economopoulos click on the link below.
http://www.magnumphotos.com/Archive/C.aspx?VP=XSpecific_MAG.StaticPage_
VPage&SP=photographers_list&l1=0&XXAPXX=SubPanel10

AUK Participates in its 7th EDUCARE Exhibition
The American University of  Kuwait (AUK) is 
pleased to announce its participation in Educare 
2010 for the 7th consecutive year. The annual 
education and career development exhibition 
will be held at the Kuwait International Fair 
(KIF) fairgrounds from 8-11 March, 2010.

The AUK Admissions team will be available at 
the exhibition to offer information and answer 
questions about the admissions process, campus 
life, and the different academic programs 
available at the University. Currently, the 
University offers the following degree programs:

l Bachelor of  Business Administration (BBA)
      in: Accounting, Finance, Marketing,
      Economics, and Management.
l Bachelor of  Arts (BA) in: Communication
      and Media, English, Graphic Design,
      International Studies, and Social and
      Behavioral Sciences.

l Bachelor of  Science (BS) in: Computer Science,
      Information Systems. 
l Bachelor of  Engineering (BE) in: Computer Engineering

In addition, the Intensive English Program (IEP) at AUK offers courses that are designed to prepare non-native English 
speakers for the academic tasks required of  them in their first and successive years of  university education.

Representatives from the Center for Continuing Education (CCE) at AUK will also be available at the exhibition to inform 
visitors about the extensive catalog of  courses and programs the Center has to offer.

The American University of  Kuwait is a liberal arts institution, based on the American model of  higher education, fully 
accredited by the Private Universities Council.  AUK has a memorandum of  cooperation and understanding with Dartmouth 
College, an Ivy League institution established in 1769, in New Hampshire (USA).

A view of  the AUK Booth at the 7th Annual EDUCARE Exhibition.
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The Gulf  Studies Center hosted 
Ayesha Bakali who hails from 
Dallas, Texas and is currently one 
of  the Fulbright student research 
fellows in Kuwait. 

Ayesha began Georgetown 
University pursuing a degree in 
International Health and pre-
medicine, but after two years, 
switched majors and graduated in 
May 2008 with a Bachelor of  Arts 
in Arabic and Islamic Studies.  As 
the daughter of  first-generation 
immigrant parents, she grew  
up learning English and Urdu 

simultaneously, and was always intrigued by other languages.  
This past year and a half, she has had the opportunity to 
study Arabic intensively as well as travel throughout the 
Middle East, first in Jordan for six months, and now in 
Kuwait where she is completing ten months of  research on 
the awqaf  system.

Why did you choose to come to AUK? 

AUK graciously offered me research support for my time in 
Kuwait, and the school has been a wonderful resource thus 
far. The faculty and professors have been very encouraging 
and generously given their time to offer excellent advice and 
direction for my research. Alongside AUK, I conduct a large 
part of  my research at the Kuwait Awqaf Public Foundation 
(KAPF), who also has provided much needed guidance 
as my research has evolved and facilitated interviews and 
translators when necessary. I have enjoyed my experiences 
in Kuwait thus far and am saddened that it will come to an 
end soon.    

Can you give us some background about the research 
you are doing here in Kuwait? 

My research revolves around the awqaf or traditional Islamic 
endowment system here in Kuwait. The awqaf were an 
integral part of  early Islamic civilization providing vital 
social services, funding everything from centers of  learning, 
mosques, schools, hospitals, and various other charitable 
causes.   Their presence can be found in every major city 
in Islamic history because of  the range of  social services 
they provided.  It was a system that brought together a very 
vibrant civil society, men and women alike, and individuals 
from all socio-economic brackets.  Sadly, it has been lost over 
time. Kuwait has realized the need to revive the awqaf, and I 
chose Kuwait for the opportunity to study their system and 
examine what benefits the awqaf can bring to modern-day 
society. I am looking at the awqaf essentially as a means for 
contemporary philanthropy.

When was the awqaf system established? 

The earliest records of  the awqaf date back to the time of  
the Prophet (peace be upon him). First attempts to better 
organize and administer the institution took place during the 
Umayyad Caliphate; however, awqaf  reached their heyday 
during the Ottoman period where the overall impact of  
these religious foundations in unparallel to any era.

What caused the decline of  the awqaf system? 

During times of  colonization, one of  the first things 
governments took over was the awqaf funds. As these funds 
were initially privatized, governing bodies often felt they 
had no influence over this expansive system.  Once awqaf 
became centralized, they no longer existed as independent 
institutions serving the social sector, but rather were now fair 
game for exploitation, mismanagement, and abuse that led to 
their rapid decline. 

What types of  conclusions have you reached thus far 
with your research? 

Many countries have looked to Kuwait as a model for reviving 
the awqaf system. From my research and interviews with the 
Kuwait Awqaf Public Foundation, I have found that the awqaf 
system serves to fill in the gaps where government is unable 
to follow through.  I have realized that awqaf  are more than 
simple acts of  almsgiving, but have many legal stipulations 
that require trustworthy, transparent management.  One 
major benefit of  the awqaf system is that it is self-sustaining, 
whereas Islamic charitable organizations in the United States 
are often dependent on yearly donations, and thus vulnerable 
to recessions or other types of  events which cause a decrease 
in donations. 

Can you give us a bit of  background about yourself  and 
the development of  your academic interest in the awqaf 
system? 

I began my undergraduate studies in international health and 
medicine, as I have always been drawn to public health and 
relief  work. During my sophomore year in college, I took my 
first Arabic class and loved it.  I eventually switched majors 
to further pursue my interests in Arabic, and graduated 
2008 with Bachelors in Arabic and Islamic Studies from 
Georgetown University in Washington, DC.  However, I had 
still maintained an interest in health studies. In the summer 
of  my junior year, I had interned at a think-tank in Virginia 
called the International Institute of  Islamic Thought 
(IIIT), and there I was first exposed to the traditional awqaf 
system. I became intrigued by the notion of  an entrenched, 
perpetuating trust, and I was interested in the way this 
system could be used as a means of  development, especially 
in Muslim countries.

Interview with Ayesha Bakali – Fulbright Student
By Christina Koningisor – Fulbright Student

Ayesha Bakali
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1)  What made you 
decide to join the AUK 
community?

I had a lecturing position 
in the History Department 
at Southern Illinois 
University at Carbondale 
when I saw the AUK 
advertisement and applied 
for a position in the 
History and International 
Studies Program.  After 
living and teaching in 
both Russia and Armenia, 
this opportunity seemed 
rather exciting.  At 
my Washington, D.C. 
interview with Shafeeq 

Ghabra, the then-president portrayed AUK as a place where 
one would have the opportunity to help shape programs at a 
new university and where funding for research projects was 
overflowing.  Strangely enough, a week after I received an 
offer from AUK, I was attending a lecture at SIUC.  The 
speaker talked of  the need for western professionals in the 
Middle East.  Since the Middle East was not the topic of  the 
talk, I took it as divine intervention and sent an email reply 
accepting the AUK position the following morning.

2)  What do you like most about your job? What do you 
like least?

First of  all, being a university professor is not a job; it’s a 
profession.  I’ve lived and worked in different parts of  the 
world and have always enjoyed interacting with students 
from different places and cultures.  My philosophy of  
education is that I should learn as much from the students 
as I give.  Otherwise, it seems to me, this whole professor 
“gig” would be extremely boring!  Since many AUK students 
come from an educational background that emphasizes 
repetition rather than critical thought, I enjoy introducing 
various interpretations of  the past in order to challenge 
them.  It’s this challenge that I find rewarding.  As a historian 
I cannot neglect a topic or event, such as the Crusades or the 
Armenian or Nazi genocides simply because students might 
be offended.  One of  my best “teaching moments” at AUK 
was when a student in my course on the Crusades said, “You 
know, these things really don’t have much to do with religion 
do they?”

The most frustrating aspect of  teaching at AUK is the 
business-like attitude that seems endemic here.  Because 
many students have the detestable “customer is always right” 
attitude, my task is to instill in them the more positive ethic 
that rewards effort and hard work.  

3)  If  you could be or do anything else - what?
My fantasy dream job is to be a gardener.  Teaching is very 

satisfying but sometimes there is no immediate reward—we 
all want to eat the chocolate immediately!  For example, many 
18-20 year-old students view a history class as an unnecessary 
waste of  money and time.  They don’t yet understand that 
studying history is a way of  tapping into the accumulated 
knowledge and experience of  the human past.  That attitude 
comes with time and maturity.  When working in a garden, 
the results are immediate.  You take a plot of  dirt or weeds, 
tend it, fill it with green or other colors, then stand back, 
satisfied with the effort.  

4)  If  you could live in any other time, when might that 
be and why?

I’m a student of  the early Franciscan movement in Italy.  
That’s the early thirteenth century.  I’d go back as a follower 
of  Francis of  Assisi.  When I was in graduate school I was 
drawn to the character of  Francis.  He modeled charity, 
obedience and humility unlike anyone since.  Everything 
to him was joy.  Imagine being a beggar and never having 
a permanent place to lay your head—and being content 
or even joyful.  Given our overly materialistic world, that’s 
awfully refreshing.

5)  If  you could have dinner with five famous people 
from history, who would they be?

Sophocles, Marcus Aurelius, Sultan Mehmet II, Francis—
although he’d probably sit on the floor and eat only table 
scraps—and, just for fun, Lucrezia Borgia. 

6)  What are you most proud of ?

Since I just named Francis and his characteristic humility 
as something I admire, I’d be loathed to then exhibit the 
opposite.  For the record, pride is a vice and ought to be 
avoided.

7)  What are you currently working on?

Currently I’m exploring the possible influence of  the Sufi 
movement on Francis of  Assisi, who visited with Sultan Al-
Melik al-Kāmil in 1219 during the Fifth Crusade.

8)  What are some of  the difficulties you face as a 
“Texan” living in Kuwait?

I’m glad someone finally asked me this!  Back in the Lone 
Star State, we have an unwritten code of  courtesy when it 
comes to the road.   Simply put, people have priority; they 
always have the right of  way.  Somewhere below humans 
in this road-priority ranking are dogs, horses, cows, sheep, 
swine and, finally, automobiles. (Squirrels, possums and 
rattlers are the only things that we get points for hitting!) As 
a pedestrian living in a country where few crosswalks exist, I 
wish drivers would yield rather than speed up, yell or honk at 
me when I’m simply trying to cross the street!

PROFILED: Christopher Ohan
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CAMPUS NEWS
Dr. Lisa Urkevich, Director Arabian Heritage Project, presented a paper entitled 
“Camels, Genies, and Raids: Bedouin Musical Influences in the Arabian 
Peninsula” at the conference on Music in the Middle East: Reminiscences 
of  a Distant Past, Leiden University, Netherlands, December, 2009. This 
four-day conference included various forms and genres of  art, folk, and 
religious music, approached from diverse angles, with sessions on song texts, 
performance technique, music and identity, instruments and ensembles, and 
ancient music revealed in archaeology. The contributors comprised leading 
experts in the field from around the globe. Dr. Urkevich’s paper will be 
published in a monograph in Fall 2010.

Two new Dartmouth interns have joined the AUK community for Spring 2010. Larry Bowman, Jr. is a member 
of  the class of  2011 at Dartmouth College, where he is a Comparative Literature and Biological Sciences double 
major.  Mr. Bowman hails from the small town of  Marion, Virginia but is interested in foreign affairs and politics. 
Larry will be working in the Division of  Sciences & Engineering, with the Intensive English Program, and 
Admissions. Nicholas Robert Knezek is a member of  the class of  2012 at Dartmouth College from the small 
town of  Sanger, Texas. He is planning to pursue a major in the engineering sciences with a focus in physics and 
a possible minor in International Studies. He is currently enrolled in Arabic language classes and hopes take 
many Middle Eastern culture courses while at Dartmouth. Nick will be working in the Division of  Sciences & 
Engineering, the Writing Center, and with the Arabian Heritage Project. Larry & Nick will be at AUK until the 
end of  May 2010.  They are the eleventh pair of  interns to join AUK from Dartmouth College.

Director of  the Gulf  Studies Center, Dr. Mohammad 
Akbar Ashkanani held a dinner in honor of  the Fulbright 
scholars at AUK at ‘Freej Sweileh’, a restaurant serving 
mainly traditional Kuwaiti food. Dr. Akbar said, “this 
gathering is to welcome the researchers and introduce 
them to our culture and social habits in addition to 
being entertained by tasting our distinctive traditional 
plates, in a very friendly and cozy environment”.

Dr. Mohammad Akbar Ashkanani with the Fulbrighters at “Freej Sweileh”

Dr. Lisa Urkevich
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HUMAN RESOURCES NEWS

NEW HIRES:     PROMOTIONS:

Lama Abdo       Gretta Al Sawah
HR Administrative Assistant    HR Generalist- Recruitment & Administration
Human Resources Department   Human Resources Department
February 2010      March 2010

AbdulHussain Al Zuhairy    Louay Rashid 
HR Logistics      Admissions Counselor
Human Resources Department   Office of  Admissions
February 2010      March 2010 

Rehab Al Bahey
Project Coordinator
Arabian Heritage Project
March 2010
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